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ABSTRACT

This study explores the issue of phonological fossilisation among native Arabic
speakers in acquiring and articulating unfamiliar Malay phonemes as a second or
foreign language. In second language acquisition, learners typically navigate between
their first language (L1) and the target language (L2); however, an essential phase often
overlooked is the interlanguage process a transitional linguistic system characterised by
persistent and resistant errors known as language fossilisation. This research aims to
identify the types of phonological errors that have become fossilised in the speech of
native Arabic speakers when pronouncing five distinct Malay phonemes that do not
exist in Arabic sounds. The study adopts a descriptive qualitative approach, involving
an analysis of Arabic and Malay phonological systems. Participants consist of native
Arabic speakers residing in Malaysia. Their speech was recorded and analysed using
Praat software, focusing on aspects such as formants, duration, and spectrograms.
Findings indicate that the five Malay sounds were perceived as strange by the
participants, and not all these sounds exhibited characteristics of phonological
fossilisation. These results have important implications for teaching pronunciation in
Malay as a second language, especially in addressing prolonged interlanguage
phenomena among foreign learners.
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SINGA DAN NYAMUK

Seekor singa merungut dan menderam kepada seekor nyamuk yang asyik
terbang berlegar di kepalanya ketika dia cuba melelapkan mata. "Pergi kamu

dari sini sebelum aku memijakmu dengan kakiku," ngaumnya.

"Aku tidak takut padamu," kata nyamuk memperolok-olokkannya. "Kamu
mungkin digelar Raja Rimba, tapi aku lebih kuat daripada kamu. Aku juga
boleh membuktikannya. Mari berlawan dan lihat siapa menang." Singa pun

bersetuju.

Nyamuk dengan pantas menjunam ke arah singa dan menggigitnya bertalu-
talu di hidung dan telinganya. Ketika cuba memijak nyamuk itu, singa
tercakar diri sendiri dengan kukunya yang tajam, sehingga berdarah.

"Cukup," dia akhirnya menjerit. "Cukuplah! Kamu menang!"

Tanpa sebarang kecederaan, nyamuk terbang pergi. Dia bercakap besar
tentang kejayaannya mengalahkan singa kepada sesiapa yang ingin
mendengar. Dia terlalu leka bercakap besar, sehinggakan terperangkap pada

sarang labah-labah yang terbentang antara pokok-pokok

Ketika labah-labah kecil bergegas ke arahnya, nyamuk meronta di sarang
yang memerangkapnya dengan kuat. "Aku berlawan dan berjaya
mengalahkan haiwan paling gagah," keluhnya, "hanya untuk menjadi habuan

haiwan yang lebih kecil daripada aku!".
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