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ABSTRACT

This study aims to shed light on the issue of the high cost of marriage gifts among the
Malay community in Singapore. This is by clarifying the concept of dowry and
marriage gifts, justifying the relationship between them from a jurisprudential and
analyzing, and discussing their high cost from the perspective of Islamic jurisprudence
and the Magasid Sharia. This study also discusses the problems of the high cost of
wedding gifts and the impact on the life of the Malay Muslim community by
presenting the appropriate practical solutions to this issue in the light of the Maqgasid
Sharia. To achieve the intended objectives of the research, the researcher used the
inductive method in collecting information about marriage gifts and their high prices
from various sources and references. The descriptive and analytical approaches were
used in analyzing the opinions of jurists and scholars on the subject and how to
address the issue in the light of Magasid Sharia. In addition, the researcher used the
field study by distributing questionnaires to the Malay community in Singapore, who
are 21 years old and above. The purpose is to obtain their views and experiences on
the issue of the high cost of marriage gifts, to understand the extent of their thinking
about the implications of the phenomenon of the high cost of marriage gifts, what the
solutions are, and the extent to which the practice is compatible with the purposes of
Sharia. The study concluded with a set of results; the most important of which is that
the marriage gifts are a sincere form of cooperation and a show of responsibility from
the husband to the wife and her family. As for now, its practice is to show the
husband’s economic level and the wife’s scientific and practical level. The researcher
concluded the study with a set of suggestions and recommendations, the most
important of which is emphasizing the importance of understanding Magasid Sharia,
especially with regard to marriage, particularly with the parents.
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4 Abdul Latiff Abu Bakar; Adat Melayu Serumpun (Kuala Lumpur: Penerbit Universiti Malaya, 2001)
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5 Ariff, Nilam - Nilai Melayu Menurut Adat, ms 251.

Adat bersendi Syara’;

Syara' bersendi Kitabullah,

Syara' mengata, adat memakai,

Apabila berdiri Syara', maka gugurlah adat.
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Islam Di Malaysia, (Kanun, Januari 2022) ms 146.
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11 Asiapac Editorial, Gateway to Malay Culture (Singapore: Asiapac Books, 3rd edn., 2005) 4.
12 Kasimin, Amran, Istiadat Perkahwinan Melayu yang bukan daripada Ajaran Islam (Kuala Lumpur:
Dinie Publishers, 1st edn., 1993) ms 97.
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40 Civil jurisdiction — concurrent jurisdiction with Syariah Court in certain matters

17A.— (1) Despite sections 16 and 17, the General Division has no jurisdiction to hear and try any
civil proceedings involving matters which come within the jurisdiction of the Syariah Court under
section 35(2)(a), (b) or (c) of the Administration of Muslim Law Act 1966 in which all the parties are
Muslims or where the parties were married under the provisions of the Muslim law.

[40/2019]

(2) Even though such matters come within the jurisdiction of the Syariah Court under section 35(2)(d)
or (e), 51 or 52(3)(c) or (d) of the Administration of Muslim Law Act 1966, the General Division has
jurisdiction as is vested in it by any written law to hear and try any civil proceedings involving matters

relating to —

@) maintenance for any wife or child;

(b) custody of any child; and

(c) disposition or division of property on divorce.
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4235.— (1) The Court has jurisdiction throughout Singapore.

(2) Subject to subsection (3), the Court has jurisdiction to hear and determine all actions and
proceedings in which all the parties are Muslims or where the parties were married under the
provisions of the Muslim law and which involve disputes relating to —

(a) marriage;

(b)divorces known in the Muslim law as fasakh, cerai taklik, khuluk and talak;

(c) betrothal, nullity of marriage or judicial separation;

(d)the disposition or division of property on divorce or nullification of marriage; or

(e) the payment of emas kahwin, marriage expenses (hantaran belanja), maintenance and consolatory
gifts or mutaah.

(3) Where any action or proceeding mentioned in subsection (2) is commenced on or after 22 October
2018, the Court has jurisdiction under that subsection to hear and determine that action or
proceeding only if either party to the marriage —

(a) is domiciled in Singapore at the time that action or proceeding is commenced; or

(b)is habitually resident in Singapore for a period of at least 3 years immediately before that action or
proceeding is commenced.

(4) In all questions regarding betrothal, marriage, dissolution of marriage, including talak, cerai taklik,
khuluk and fasakh, nullity of marriage or judicial separation, the appointment of hakam, the
disposition or division of property on divorce or nullification of marriage, the payment of emas
kahwin, marriage expenses (hantaran belanja) and consolatory gifts or mutaah and the payment of
maintenance on divorce, the rule of decision where the parties are Muslims or were married under
the provisions of the Muslim law is, subject to the provisions of this Act, to be the Muslim law, as
varied where applicable by Malay custom.
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(5) For the purposes of subsection (3), a person who is a citizen of Singapore is presumed to be
domiciled in Singapore, until the contrary is proved.

4 Academy Publishing, Singapore Syariah Appeal Reports, Vol. 2 (Ancillary Matter),(Singapore:

Mainland Press Pte Ltd) 31.
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5 Ahmad, Jamil, Mahar dan Hantaran Kekeluargaan Dalam Perkahwinan: Satu Tinjauan di Daerah
Padang Terap, Kedah, (Latihan llmiah bagi memenuhi Sarjana Muda Syariah Figh wal Usul,
Universiti Malaya. 2000) ms 62.

® Idris, Pengaruh 'Urf Dalam Penentuan Wang Hantaran, 111.

" Ahmad. Mahar dan Hantaran Kekeluargaan Dalam Perkahwinan: Satu Tinjauan di Daerah Padang
Terap, Kedah, ms 63.
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Kajian Terhadap Wang Hantaran dalam Kalangan Masyarakat Melayu
Islam Singapura

Bahagian A : Butiran Diri

1. Jantina *

Lelaki

Perempuan

2. Umur*

21 - 35 tahun
36 - 45 tahun

46 tahun dan ke atas

3. Status *

Bujang
Berkahwin

Lain-lain

4, Pendidikan *

Menengah
Diploma
Universiti

Lain-lain

5. Pekerjaan *

Bekerja

Tidak bekerja
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6. Gaji bulanan *

Di bawah $1,000
$1,000 - $3,000
$3,001 - $7,000
$7,001 dan ke atas

Tiada

Bahagian B : Adat Pemberian Wang Hantaran

7. Anggaran kadar wang hantaran pada masa kini : *

Bawah $1,000
$1,000 - $3000
$3,001 - $6,000
$6,001 - $10,000
Lebih dari $10,000

8. Masyarakat Melayu lebih mementingkan wang hantaran dan
kadarnya berbandingmas kahwin. *

Sangat setuju Sangat tidak setuju

9. Pihak perempuan lebih berhak menetapkan kadar wang hantaran
berbanding pihaklelaki sebagai pemberi. *

Sangat setuju Sangat tidak setuju
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Bahagian C : Faktor Penetapan Kadar Wang Hantaran

10.  Tahap pendidikan seorang wanita menjadi faktor penetapan kadar
wang hantaran.

Sangat setuju Sangat tidak setuju

11.  Latar belakang keluarga menjadi kayu ukur dalam penetapan kadar
wang hantaran.

Sangat setuju Sangat tidak setuju

12.  Peningkatan kos sara hidup menyebabkan kadar wang hantaran
meningkat. *

Sangat setuju Sangat tidak setuju

13.  Pekerjaan dan jawatan seorang wanita menjadi faktor dalam
penetapan kadar wang hantaran. *

Sangat setuju Sangat tidak setuju

14. Kadar pendapatan lelaki menjadi faktor dalam penetapan kadar wang
hantaran. *

Sangat setuju Sangat tidak setuju



15.

Status perkahwinan wanita menjadi faktor dalam penetapan kadar wang
hantaran.

Sangat setuju Sangat tidak setuju

16.  Kos perbelanjaan majlis perkahwinan yang tinggi
menyebabkan kadar wanghantaran meningkat. *
1 2 3 4 5
Sangat setuju Sangat tidak setuju
17.  Wang hantaran tinggi menjadi tren dalam masyarakat Melayu. *
1 2 3 4 5
Sangat setuju Sangat tidak setuju
18.  Faktor-faktor lain yang menyebabkan wang hantaran tinggi :

Bahagian C : Kesan Daripada Wang Hantaran Yang Tinqgi

19.  Wang hantaran yang tinggi menyebabkan kelewatan
pasangan mendirikanrumahtangga.
1 2 3 4 5
Sangat setuju Sangat tidak setuju
20. Wang hantaran yang tinggi menyumbang kepada kadar
perceraian pasangan suami isteri di awal perkahwinan.
1 2 3 4 5
Sangat setuju Sangat tidak setuju



21.  Peningkatan kadar wang hantaran memberatkan pihak pengantin lelaki.

Sangat setuju Sangat tidak setuju

22. Wang hantaran yang tinggi menyebabkan ramai yang membujang.

Sangat setuju Sangat tidak setuju

23. Wang hantaran yang tinggi menyumbang kepada peningkatan
kes jenayah dikalangan masyarakat.

1 2 3 4 5

Sangat setuju Sangat tidak setuju

24. Wang hantaran yang tinggi menyebabkan orang lelaki bekerja
dengan sungguh-sungguh.

Sangat setuju Sangat tidak setuju

25. Wang hantaran yang tinggi mengangkat kedudukan wanita.

Sangat setuju Sangat tidak setuju

26. Kadar perkahwinan akan meningkat jika kadar wang hantaran tidak
memberatkanpihak lelaki.

Sangat setuju Sangat tidak setuju



Bahagian D : Wang Hantaran Yang Memadai

27.  Wang hantaran yang memadai dan tidak berlebihan lebih menjamin
keadaan kewangan pasangan selepas perkahwinan.

Sangat setuju Sangat tidak setuju

28. Wang hantaran yang rendah dan memadai lebih disenangi oleh
kedua pasangan.

Sangat setuju Sangat tidak setuju

29. Kadar wang hantaran yang rendah dan memadai dapat mengelakkan
pihak lelaki daripada terpaksa berhutang.

Sangat setuju Sangat tidak setuju

30. Kadar wang hantaran yang rendah dan memadai akan memberi
peluang kepada pasangan untuk menyimpan wang untuk
kehidupan selepas berkahwin.

Sangat setuju Sangat tidak setuju

Bahagian E : Langkah Penyelesaian

31.  Wang hantaran digunakan bagi kegunaan kehidupan selepas
perkahwinan.

Sangat setuju Sangat tidak setuju



32. Mengekalkan pemberian mas kahwin dan melenyapkan adat
pemberian wanghantaran.

Sangat setuju Sangat tidak setuju

33. Menjadikan penetapan pemberian wang hantaran dan kadarnya dari
pihak lelaki dan keluarganya

Sangat setuju Sangat tidak setuju

34. Penetapan kadar yang sederhana dan sesuai bagi wang hantaran
sebagai panduan daripada pihak berkuasa.

Sangat setuju Sangat tidak setuju

35. Memahami hukum dan kedudukan wang hantaran dari sudut syariat
dapat membantu menyelesaikan masalah tinggi wang hantaran.

Sangat setuju Sangat tidak setuju
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Adminiatration of Muslim Law Act 1966
Status: Current version as at 14 Apr 2023

Timeline ~ Subsidiary Legisiation & Amendment Annotation Actions v & Q @
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Jurisdiction
35.—(1) The Court has jurisdiction throughout Singapore.

(2) Subject to subsection (3), the Court has jurisdiction to hear and determine all actions and proceedings in which all the parties are Muslims or where the parties

were married under the provisions of the Muslim law and which involve disputes relating to —
(a) marnage;
(5) divorces known in the Muslim law as fasakh, cerai taklik, khuluk and talak:
(¢) betrothal, nullity of marriage or judicial separation;
(d) the disposition or division of property on divorce or nullification of marriage; or

(£) the payment of emas kahwin, marriage expenses (hantaran belanja), maintenance and consolatory gifts or mutaah.
[33:20077
(3) Where any action or proceeding mentioned in subsection (2) 1s commenced on or after 22 October 2018, the Court has jurisdiction under that subsection to hear

and determine that action or proceeding only if either party to the marriage —
(a) 1s domuciled m Singapore at the time that action or proceeding 1z commenced; or

() is habitually resident in Singapore for a period of at least 3 vears immediately before that action or proceeding is commenced.
[33:2007]
(4) In all questions regarding betrothal, marriage, dissolution of marriage, including talak, cerai taklik, khuluk and fasakh, nullity of marriage or judicial separation,
the appointment of hakam, the disposition or division of property on divorce or nullification of marriage, the payment of emas kahwin, marriage expenses (hantaran
belanja) and consolatory gifts or mutaah and the payment of maintenance on divorce, the rule of decision where the parties are Muslims or were married under the

provisions of the Muslim law is, subject to the provisions of this Act, to be the Muslim law, as varied where applicable by Malay custom.

(5) For the purposes of subsection (3). a person who 1s a citizen of Singapore 1s presumed to be domiciled in Singapore, until the contrary is proved.





