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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to investigate the parallel theological concepts in the
beliefs of Sikhism and Islam, particularly Sikhism in Malaysia. The understanding
of selected theological concepts in both religions are examined and analyzed to find
out where they concur and where they differ. Another aim of this study is to
discover how religion is generally practised among Malaysian Sikhs. Finally,
relationship between Sikhs and Muslims throughout history and in this country is
briefly examined in this study. The theological concepts that are analysed in this
study include the concept of divinity, concept of authority, concept of man and
humanity, concept of creation and universe, and concept of spirituality. Data for this
qualitative study were collected through library research, some personal interviews
and observation. The data were carefully examined and analyzed to discover
similarities and differences in the belief concepts between the two religions. One of
the results of the study indicates that there are elements in both religions that are
indeed similar or parallel. However, the study found that despite similarities and
parallels in these concepts, differences and contradictions in the understanding do
occur in the theological concepts of both religions. Upon close analysis, the study
discovers that these concepts are fundamentally different and indeed they are based
on different foundations and lead to different goals. The study also found that Sikhs
and Muslims in Malaysia could have closer and unique relationship because they
share so many similarities in terms of religious concepts, terminologies, culture and
history.



Coudl Lo

SN PEES REARVEN RS I A5 PEUE RIS R S0 [ PRV PR PR AT
o) ST e 8l Bl Al Sy amd @ a8y Ll 3 Al Aol
i, 4S8 OLaS) L) Gl dnl,ad) cdds gy M1y Bl bl @l
3 ple A y3 (3 eyl e ekl y ) G B DTy (o W) o) G )
psgie g ealis Al ods (3 PINE G A pald) coaas L) b
G psgdes ALYy OLSY) poghey il olall psginy ip Y a g
Gk oo il ods 3 Bt CUL aed F 05y Al ) pgdey (0 Sl
SUL jamby Jdd &y hases) Sl @Gl an y (oS 3 el
Al o laly o) oy Bl sl y oYy olslad) SlasTy
odn o wt by ol ST 3 e el S alss ey al Q) Cd) il
339 50 agdll (3 Shsladly SUMYI OF V) izl WS 3 o)y olslad)
ol OF dwl, ) caaS) 330 by conudl ST (3 anl el il
Sl (I 25y adl Sllal o Jdll o585 52 S Gl aldl
3 Onededly el w3855 53 B oy & Ll Al Cdsy LaST Laile
Sldlally audll call) 3 olslad) e el 3 055 lan AT o Ll



APPROVAL PAGE

This thesis of Idris bin Ismail has been examined and is approved by the following:

Kamar Oniah Kamaruzaman
Supervisor

Mohd. Kamal Hassan
Internal Examiner

Osman Bakar
External Examiner

Wahabuddeen Raees
Chairperson



DECLARATION

| hereby declare that this thesis is the result of my own investigation, except where
otherwise stated. Other sources are acknowledged by footnotes giving explicit

references and a bibliography is appended.

Name: Idris Bin Ismail

SIGNALUNE: ..o Date: ..o



INTERNATIONAL ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY MALAYSIA

DECLARATION OF COPYRIGHT AND AFFIRMATION OF
FAIR USE OF UNPUBLISHED RESEARCH

Copyright © 2012 by Idris Bin Ismail. All are rights reserved.

A STUDY OF PARALLEL CONCEPTS IN THE BELIEFS OF SIKHISM AND
ISLAM WITH REFERENCE TO SIKHISM IN MALAYSIA

No part of this unpublished research may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system,
or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying,
recording or otherwise without the prior written permission of the copyright holder
except as provided below.

1. Any material contained in or derived from this unpublished research may only be
used by others in their writing with due acknowledgement.

2. 1IUM or its library will have the right to make and transmit copies (print or
electronic) for institutional and academic purposes.

3. The UM library will have the right to make, store in a retrieval system and

supply copies of this unpublished research in requested by other universities and
research libraries.

Affirmed by Idris Bin Ismail

Signature Date




ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Thanks to Allah Almighty, for providing all the means and guidance | needed in
pursuing this research. Peace be upon Prophet Muhammad who has conveyed the
message of Islam to the entire world.

| would like to express my speechless gratitude to my supervisor, Assoc. Prof.
Dr. Kamar Oniah Kamaruzaman for her guidance, suggestion, motivation and
patience along the way of this research. May Allah rewards and blesses her for her
efforts and courage. A high gratitude is also addressed to the examiners: Tan Sri Prof.
Dr. M. Kamal Hassan and Prof. Emeritus Datuk Dr. Osman Bakar for reading this
thesis and providing me valuable suggestions to improve the quality of the work.
Similar appreciation is recorded for Mr. Autar Singh, Dr. Sarjit Singh, Mr. Habhajan
Singh and others for their times and helps in providing me information on Sikhism.

Due appreciation is addressed to both of my beloved parents, Haji Ismail Bin
Yusof and Hajjah Sha’ariah Binti Tak who are very concern about my education and
have provided me the love and all spiritual support that | needed. To my mother in
law, Hajjah Rahmah Binti Haji Muhammad Nor, thank you for the moral support. To
my father in law, late Haji Baharuddin Bin Omar, may Allah rewards him with
paradise for his support and inspiration.

To my beloved wife, the partner of my life, Mrs. Zaliha Binti Baharuddin, I
would like to express my speechless gratitude for her support and patience during the
writing of this research. To my childrens, Nur Hidayah and Nur Atirah, thank you for
making me proud even with my absence. To all of them, this thesis is dedicated.

Vi



LIST OF ABBREVIATION

GSPJ Gurdwara Sahib Petaling Jaya

INSPIRE Institute of Sikh Philosophy, Research and Education
MGC Malaysian Gurdwaras Council

PBUH peace and blessings be upon him

S.W.T. Subhanahu wa Ta'ala

SGGS Sri Guru Granth Sahib

SNSM Sikh Naujawan Sabha Malaysia

SRM Sikh Reht Maryada

vii



I \

|
o

TRANSLITERATION RULES

Consonants
b b t
i L Z
th ¢ c
] £ gh
h ) f
kh It q
d 4 k
dh J 1
r . m
z 3 n
S 3 h
sh B w
S : ?
d ¢ y
Vowels and Diphthongs
- - i 5 Inpause g
form
- — % In construct
—_ 1 ay at
¢ — ¢ form
2
3 i e
K] aw

viii



TABLE OF CONTENTS

ADSEract in ENQIISN......ocvieiiee e i
ADSEIACE IN ATADIC ....ecviiie et nne e I
APPIOVAL PAGE ...ttt ettt naeeneanes ii
DECIATALION ...ttt \Y;
(O70]0) Y2 T ] | AP SRR v
ACKNOWIEAGEMENT ... e Vi
List Of @bDreVIations .........cooviiieie e e vii
TranSHLEratioN TUIES ........oivieiiiie et enes viii
CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION ....ccoiiiiiiiinisieeeie e 1
IS (oo (1 T £ o] o SRR 1
1.2 Background and HiStOrY .........cccooeiieiiiie e 1
1.3 Justification of the StUY..........cccoreriiiiiiiiii e 5
1.4 Statement of Problem ..., 8
1.5 ODJECLIVE ..ot 9
1.6 MethodolOgy .....ccvveieiieiece et 9
1.7 LItrature REVIEW.......cccciiieiierii e sieesie et ee et nne e 13
CHAPTER TWO: OVERVIEW OF SIKHISM .....cccooiiiiieeee, 20
2.1 Definition of SIKNISM .......ccviiiiiiee e 20
2.2 History of SIKNISM .....c.oooiiiiicece e 21
2.3 SIKN TABNTILY ... 38
2.4 SiKh-Muslim Relation ...........cccccoveiiiiii e 30
CHAPTER THREE: SIKH THEOLOGY AND THEOLOGICAL
CONCEPTS ..ttt ettt et besre s e e e e 34
3.1 Concept Of DIVINITY ......coiiiiiiiiieiesese e 35
3.1.1 ConcCept OF GO .....oooiiiiiiieiiecce e 35
3. 1.2 KNOWING GOU ..ot e 37
3.1.3 Universality of GOd........ccccoveiiiiiiciie e 38
3.1.4 ALtributes OF GO .......cceeivveieiieeee e 42
1. ONENESS OF GOU.......c.ociiiiiieiie e 44
Ii. Real FOrm of GOd .........cccviiiiieiicc e 46
. ACES OF GO ... 48
iv. Power and Justice of GOd ...........cccovveevviieiieieece e 49
V. Grace and Mercy of GOd .........cccocveviiiiiiiiie i, 50
3.1.5 NamMeS Of GO .....ccuveiiiieiieie e 50
3.2 Authorities of REHGION .......ccoviiiiiiiie e 54
3.2.1 Doctrine of GUIUSHIP ..c.ecivveieiieeee e 55
3.2.2 HOIY SCIIPLUIES ...t 58
3. 2.3 KNAISA......ceiieiie e 64



3.3 CoNCEPL OF IMAN......cciiiiiiicce e 67
3.3.1 Creation OF MaN ......cc.oviiiieiecieeee e 67
3.3.2 Man and HUMANILY ........cccoevieiieiiec e 70
3.3.3 Roles, Responsibilities and Accountability of Man..................... 76

3.4 Concept of Creation and UNIVEISE .........cccveveiieeieeiiesie e e seese e 80

3.5 Concept of SPIMtUAITY .......coviieiiiiice e 86
3.5.1 Man: Physical and Spiritual .............ccccevveieiiieni e, 86
3.5.2 Journey of Human Soul toward God...........c.ccevvveviieeiieiiieciienee, 87
3.5.3 Spiritual EVOIULION .........coveiiiiiice e 91

35,4 LIDBIALION ... 92

CHAPTER FOUR: RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND PRACRTICES

OF MALAYSIAN SIKHS... .o 98
4.1 History of Sikhism in Malaysia.............cccocveveiiieiiiiiiic e 98
4.2 Religious Belief and Practice among Malaysian Sikhs..............cc........ 100
4.3 AIM OF LITE..oiiiiiii e 106
4.4 SiKN SYMDOIS ..o 107
4.5 Malaysian Sikh and GUIAWAra..........ccccceeiieieeiieneee e 108
4.6 Khalsa and NON-AMFANAr ........ccooviiiiiiieeceeeee e 112
4.7 Religious CeremMONIES .......ccveiviiieiieeiesee st ste e 114
4.8 SIKN Celebrations ........c.ccveiieieiieeee e 119
4.9 Greeting among SIKNS ..o 120

CHAPTER FIVE: ISLAMIC THEOLOGY AND THEOLOGICAL

CONCEPTS .ottt ettt e st et reene e e e 122
5.1 ConcCept OF DIVINITY .....coviiiiiieiiiiiesie st 123
5.1.1 Concept Of GO ......ocviiiiiieiciiece e 124
5.1.2 KNOWING GO ..ottt 130
5.1.3 Attributes 0f GO .......coveieieriiieiistcee e 132
5.1.4 Oneness of God (TaWhTd) ........ccccveveiieieciiceeceee e, 135
515 Names of GOd 140

5.2 Authorities 0f REHGION.......cccooiiiiiiiiiiee s 142
5.2.1 Prophethood ........cccooiiiiiiiccc e 142
5.2.2 HOIY SCIIPIUIES ...t 146
5.2.3 [jma ‘Ulama (Consensus of Scholars)..........cccccocvvvviviiiiciiennnn, 149

5.3 COoNCEPL OF MAN ..ot 152
5.3.1 Creation OF Man .......c.cooiiiiiiiiiee e 152
5.3.2 Man and HUMaNIty........cccooeieiininininieeee e 155
5.3.3 Roles, Responsibilities and Accountability of Man .................... 160

5.4 Concept of Creation and UNIVEISE .........ccccvvieiereieieniseseseeeeee e 165
5.5 Concept of SPIrtUality ........ccceeviiiiieie e 166
5.5.1 Al-Zuhd (ASCELICISM)  ..veeeiiieieite it 170
5.5.2 Spiritual Refinement ..........c.cccoeeiiiie e 173



CHAPTER SIX: COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS ... 181

6.1 ConCePt OF DIVINITY ..ottt 181
6.2 Concept Of AULNOIILY........ccoveiieiiee e 193
6.3 CONCEPL OF MAN ...ttt 198
6.4 Concept of Creation and UNIVEISE ..........ccceoveivevieiic e 200
6.5 Concept of SPIMTTUAIITY ....c.ooveiiiiii s 201
CHAPTER SEVEN: CONCLUSION ..ottt 203
BIBLIOGRAPHY ..ottt 209
APPENDIIX ..ottt bbb 221

Xi



CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

11 INTRODUCTION

This work is an analytical comparative study between Sikhism and Islam with
particular attention as practised in Malaysia. The focus of the study will be on the
parallel theological concepts between these two religions and other related matters to
these concepts. To do so, the primary sources for both religions will have to be

understood.

1.2 BACKGROUND AND HISTORY
Sikhism is a comparatively new world religion which started in India. It is a non-
Semitic religion and is in fact an Arya® and non-Vedic religion. Some scholars
consider it as an offshoot of Hinduism and Islam. It was founded and established by
Guru Nanak (1469 — 1539 C.E.) at the end of the 15th century. A Sikh is one who
learns and follows the path of liberation taught by Guru Nanak and his nine successors
who lived in the Punjab between 1469 and 1708 C.E.?

According to Tan Sri Dato’ Seri Darshan Singh Gill, Sikhism is the youngest
religion in the world and it is the fifth largest in term of number of followers.?

However, other sources mention that Sikhism is now a religion that has the eighth* or

! 'Arya/Ariya' is an ancient Sanskrit term for Hindus, Sikhs, Jains, Zoroastrians and Buddhists. The
term has a variety of meanings, usually in spiritual contexts.

2 W. Owen Cole and Piara Singh Sambhi, A Popular Dictionary of Sikhism (Surrey, U.K.: Curzon
Press, 1990), 9.

® Darshan Singh Gill, Sikh Community in Malaysia (Malaysia: MPH Group Publishing Sdn. Bhd,
2009), 24.

* <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Major_religious_groups>. (accessed on 28th February 2011).


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hindus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sikhs
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jains
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zoroastrians
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buddhists

ninth® largest following in the world and according to Barrett's latest publication; it
estimates 23 million Sikhs worldwide.® About 80% of the world's Sikhs live in the
province of Punjab, in India and about 2% of India’s populations are Sikhs.

Islam, on the other hand, is a religion that has a long history of development.
Islamic teachings were delivered by the chain of a number of prophets. Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH), the last prophet who was born in Mecca had completed the
delivery of the teachings of Islam to humankind.

Belief and submission to Allah Almighty, the one and only God, and belief in
His Messenger, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), are the foundations of this faith.
Muslims are also to believe in all other Prophets of God who had come to humankind
during the span of human history, sent to the various nations, preaching in the
languages of their communities. The final or the seal of these Prophets was Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) who not only was meant for his nation, but also for the whole of
mankind and till the end of time; thus was he the Seal of the Prophets. Islam is now a
religion that has the second largest following in the world. It is estimated that there
are about 1.5 billion Muslims worldwide or about 21% of the world populations.’

In Malaysia, Sikhs came from India with the British colonization particularly
to Taiping and Penang to serve as security forces, such as policemen to maintain law
and order there. Many others followed later. Normally, wherever they settled down,
they built their temple, gurdwaras.® Thus, Sikhs have become part of the Malaysian

community. Darshan Singh Gill states that there are about 80,000 Sikhs in Malaysia.’

> <http://www.adherents.com/Religions_By_Adherents.html. (accessed on 28th February 2011).

® Ibid. (accessed on 25" January 2007).

" Ibid. (accessed on 28th February 2011).

Z Gurdwara is the name given to the place of Sikh worship, literally the doorway to the Guru.
Gill, Ibid., 57.


http://www.adherents.com/Religions_By_Adherents.html#Sikhism

The study on Sikhism is very helpful and much needed for a congenial coexistent and
social well being in Malaysia.

A number of scholars and historians consider Sikhism as a syncretic'®
religion. Among those who believe so is the editor of the Encyclopaedia of Religion,
Mircea Eliade, where he mentions that “Sikhism - a religion founded by the 15" - 16"
century Indian reformer Guru Nanak who combined elements of Islam and
Hinduism”."* Michael J. O’Neil and J. Sydney Jones also state that Sikhism’s origin
has been the subject of considerable debate. Some historians argue that Sikhism was a
combination of other Indian religions, including Hinduism, Islam and local Indian
beliefs and practices.> According to Ramesh Chander Dogra and Gobind Singh
Mansukhani, the Guru’s mission in life was to reconcile the Hindus and Muslims and

to enable them to live together harmoniously.™

Meredith Sprunger in his article says
that Guru Nanak, the founder of the Sikhism, attempted to integrate the best of
Hinduism and the best of Islam into a new inclusive religion.** Some others claim

that Sikhism adopted from Islam the belief in the existence of one invisible God and

from Hinduism it adopted the belief in Karma and reincarnation which means that

19 The word syncretic usually refers to connections of a special kind between languages, cultures and
religions (Eliade, Mircea, The Encyclopedia of Religion, Macmillan Library Reference USA, New
York, 1995, vol. 13, p.218). It is the combination or reconciliation of different beliefs in religion,
philosophy, etc, or an attempt to affect such compromise (Webster’s New Twentieth Century Dictionary
of the English Language, Second Edition, Prentice Hall Press, New York, 1983, p.1850.) It consists of
the attempt to reconcile disparate or contradictory beliefs, while often melding practices of various
schools of thought. The concept of syncreticism can be used to describe either a state or a process and
most frequently used in the history of religion and philosophy. A syncretic religion means a religion,
system, morals and philosophy that emerge through the process of reconciliation, fusion (a term is used
by Doniger, Wendy, in Merriam Webster’s Encyclopedia of World Religions, 1999, p.1048.), as well as
combination, amalgamation, blending, mixing, or union of different or opposing principles, practices,
or parties.

1 Eliade, Mircea, The Encyclopedia of Religion (New York: Macmillan Library Reference, 1995, vol.
3), 226.

2 Michael J O’Neil and J. Sydney Jones, World Religions (Thomson Gale, 2007, vol. 2), 419.

3 Ramesh Chander Dogra and Gobind Singh Mansukhani, Encyclopedia Of Sikh Religion And Culture
(Vikas Publishing House Pvt Ltd, 1997), viii.

¥ <www.urantiabook.org/archive/readers/601>._sikhism.htm (accessed on 25th January 2007).



man’s actions in this life will decide his fate in the next incarnation or rebirth. They
claim that Sikhism is a combination of elements from Islam and Hinduism.

However, some other scholars regard the syncreticism issues in Sikhism as
debatable. Some even reject any effort to consider Sikhism as a “blended religion”.
They argue that Sikhism is a religion that emerged on its own and was founded by
Guru Nanak without any influence from other religions.™ They insist that Sikhism is
not simply the reworking of two older religions, but a new revelation and
consequently a genuinely independent religion.'® To them, any claim regarding
syncreticism in Sikhism is considered as a humiliation and an offensive act against
Sikhism. The authors of the realsikhism.com’s website insist that Sikhism is an
independent religion and is not derived from other faiths. They state that, even though
some beliefs can be similar, Sikhism has nothing to do with the beliefs of other faiths
including Hinduism and Islam.’

Every now and then claims and counter-claims are made from outside the
religion about Guru Nanak professing Hinduism or Islam. Vishva Hindu Parishad®® is
the protagonist of the first proposition whereas the Ahmadiya®™® advanced the second
theory.?® Indeed, the discussion about the matter is still continuing until today. One
can find a number of statements made by many Sikhs denying any influence either
from Islam or Hinduism into Sikhism and others stating the opposite.

Whatever the truth of the matter is, with regards to Sikhism and Islam, there

are many similarities although there are also many differences too. Regarding the

> O’Neil and Jones, Ibid., 419.

165 A Nigosian, World Faiths (St. Martin Press, 1990), 339.

7 <http://www.realsikhism.com/index.php?subaction=showfull&id=1248368734&ucat=7>. (accessed
on 19" April 2011).

'8 International Hindu Organisation founded in India in 1964.

19 Ahmadiya is a religious revivalist movement founded in India near the end of the 19" century,
originating with the life and teaching of Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (1835-1908).

% The Sikh Review, March, 1991.


http://www.realsikhism.com/index.php?subaction=showfull&id=1248368734&ucat=7

teachings of Sikhism and Islam in particular, it is found that there are similarities
between them in many areas. These similarities can be found in concepts,
philosophies, theology, spirituality, beliefs, practices, ethics and morality.

This work is an attempt to study and analyse the elements of similarities between
these two religions in depth. The findings obtained through this study will provide a

good foundation in building a better understanding for both religions.

1.3  JUSTIFICATION OF THE STUDY

The study of Comparative Religion has become an important field since hundreds of
years ago and becoming increasingly important in recent years. In Islamic history, the
interest in other religions is motivated by the Holy Qur’an itself where the claims and
rituals of some religions are challenged. In contemporary times, the study on religions
of the world is seen as an attempt toward better understanding among the various
religious communities for a congenial co-existence.

The discussion on parallel concepts among religions is considered as a part of
the new approach in the study of comparative religions. Previously, during the 4™ to
6" centuries of the Hijrah Calendar, most Muslim scholars tended to refute and attack
in their discussions of other religions. Most discussions about other religions were
motivated by the eagerness to prove the truthfulness of Islam and at the same time

rejecting others. Some examples of such Muslim scholars were al-lmam al-

Bagqillan,?* Ibn Hazm al-Andalaisi?® and Ibn Taymiyyah.?®

Y In his book, Tamhid al-Awd'il wa Talkhis al-Dald'il, (Beirat, Lubnan: Dar al-Kutub al-Timiyyah,
2005).

22 In his book, Al-Fisal fi al-Milal wa al-Ahwa’ wa al-Nihal (al-Qahirah: Maktabat al-Salam al-
‘Alamiyyah, 1929).

% In his book, al-Jawab al-Sahth li man Baddala Din al-Masih (al-Qahirah: Matba‘at al-Madani,
1960).



The later and contemporary approach of studying other religions tends to be
more moderate and objective. Al-Birtni for instance takes an objective and
methodological approach to the study of religions. His approach is more to
understand objectively about others as what the adherents of these others perceive
their belief.”*

There are elements in every religion that can be considered as “universal”, that
certain religions agree with up to a certain level. Elements related to ethics and
spirituality for instance, are among the most common similarities. Indeed, some
religions, while being different, do share some common values and concepts.”®
Therefore, the study of theological aspects in Sikhism and its parallels to Islam is very
relevant and is a matter of interest today. This study becomes even more meaningful
in the attempt to understand religious consciousness in the two communities,
particularly in Malaysia.

Bradley Clough says in his writing about the importance of Comparative
Religion: “That helps build an atmosphere of religious tolerance and appreciation of
religious diversity. Students learn a lot about themselves in the process of comparison
and start to see religions in relation to each other”.?® Knowledge about what other
people believe and practice religiously has become increasingly more important and
especially so in multi-religious countries like Malaysia.

Unfortunately, some people feel that Sikhism is a neglected religion in some
parts of the world including Malaysia. Surindar Kohli Singh declares that Sikhism as

the youngest religion of the world always has not been understood and appreciated by

# Al-Biriini, Abii Rayhan Muhammad, Kitab Tahgig Ma li al-Hind Min Magiilat Magbulah fi al- Aqgl
aw Mardhilah (Frankfurt: Institute for the History of Arabic-Islamic Science, 1983). And his other
book: Al-Athar al-Bagiyyah ‘an al-Quriin al-Khaliyyah (Beirtt: Dar al-Kutub al-'lImTyyah, 2000).

% Kamar Oniah Kamaruzaman, Religion and Pluralistic Co-Existence (Malaysia: lUM Press, 2010),
28.

% <http://www.aucegypt.edu/publications/gateway/september2003/compprofessor.htm>.



the people of the world even now.?” Max Arthur Macauliffe in the preface of his book
on the Sikh religion says that: “...bring from the East what is practically an unknown
religion”.”® Even in Malaysia, although the Sikhs are obvious by their appearances
but their religion is quite unknown to many. Sometimes, because of their unique
appearance and nature of their jobs, with long beard and work as policemen and
soldiers, some Malaysians consider them as fierce and austere persons. Moreover, in
this country, Sikhs are mistakenly identified as Bengalis. Former Perak’s Menteri
Besar, Mohammad Nizar Jamaluddin for example, referred to Sikhs as Bengalis when
wishing them happy Vaisakhi®® at a function in Perak.*® Sikhs deny that they are
Bengalis because they are actually Punjabis.

According to Macauliffe, ignorance of Sikhism is mainly due to the difficulty
of the Indian dialects in which the sacred writings are written. For examples, in Sri
Guru Granth Sahib, hymns are found in Persian, Mediaeval Prakrit, Hindi, Marathi,
Old Punjabi, Multani and several local Indian dialects. In several hymns, the Sanskrit
and Arabic vocabularies are freely drawn upon.®* Perhaps, in addition to this
difficulty, the ignorance is also as a result of their minority status and the
exclusiveness of this religion and its community.

In Malaysia, the study of the various religions in the nation is very important
and in fact necessary due to the multi racial and multi religious components of its
nation. There are many studies about Islam, Christianity, Hinduism and Buddhism,

but unfortunately, not many studies have been conducted in Malaysia on Sikhism.

% Surindar Singh Kohli, Outlines of Sikh Thought (New Delhi: Punjabi Prakashak, 1978) 3.

% Max Arthur Macauliffe, The Sikh Religion; Its Guru, Sacred Writings and Authors (New Delhi: S.
Chand & Company Ltd, 1985).

? Vaisakhi is the spring harvest festival in the Punjab. It usually falls on 13 April according to
Gregorian Calendar dating.

%0 The Star, 24 June 2008.

3! Macauliffe, Ibid., 1.



Many aspects of the life and beliefs of Sikhs are still a mystery to most Malaysians.
Indeed, it is very difficult to find Malaysians who are not Sikhs who understand and
study Sikhism in depth. Therefore, it is felt that there is a need to conduct a study of
Sikhism in an objective and academic manner so as to understand properly the Sikhs
as fellow citizen of this nation. This study is even more meaningful to Muslims if a
comparative analysis is made to Islam, in particular, to understand the similarities and
differences between the two religious theological concepts; and this is what will be
attempted in this work. More discussion on this matter is in the literature review at the

end of this chapter.

1.4  STATEMENT OF PROBLEM

The purpose of this study is to examine selected theological concepts in Sikhism and
to analyse the similarities and differences in the understanding of these to such as
understood in Islam. Thus, the common theological concepts in both Sikhism and
Islam will be analyzed and studied. However, other relevant aspects such as the
historical background, doctrines, philosophies and rituals will also be examined and
analysed in so far as they are interconnected with these theological concepts.

The concepts that will be analysed in this study are the concepts of God and
Divinity, authority, man, creation and spirituality. These five concepts are selected
because they represent the main elements in the beliefs of Sikhism and Islam. For this
purpose, the following questions will be used as guides:

1. What are the beliefs and the theological concepts of God and Divinity in

Sikhism and in Islam?
2. What are the authorities in religion in Sikhism and in Islam?

3. What are the concepts of man in Sikhism and in Islam?



4. What are the concepts of creation in Sikhism and in Islam?
5. What are the concepts of spirituality in Sikhism and in Islam?
6. How and where do these concepts converge?

7. How and where do these concepts diverge?

15 OBJECTIVE
The objectives of this research are:
1. To understand fundamental theological concepts of Sikhism as practised
in Malaysia.
2. To understand fundamental theological concepts of Islam.
3. To identify and evaluate elements in the Sikh’s theological concepts which
are parallel to Islam.
4. To identify points of convergence and divergence in the theological

concepts of these two religions.

1.6 METHODOLOGY
This is an analytical comparative study between Sikhism and Islam with focus on their
parallel theological concepts. Data will be collected through library research,
interviews and observations. In order to identify and analyse these parallel concepts,
the theology and theological concepts of both religions will be studied and examined.
Objective and systematic study will be attempted in order to understand both religions
as accurately as is feasible.

According to al-Biriini, in order to create a “scientific study” on religions other
than one’s own, the researcher must equip himself with the proper attitude and

aptitude, and to be conscious of the difficulties involved. Criteria such as strong



intellectual honesty, high regard for justice and truthfulness, objectivity and accuracy
need to be possessed by a researcher.®? Thus, in this research on Sikhism and Islam,
the authentic sources of information and data will be relied upon. As such, data about
Sikhism will be taken from Sikh sources and data about Islam will be taken from
Islamic sources.

The primary source for the Sikh religion is the Sri Guru Granth Sahib (SGGS).
It is a collection of devotional practical compositions (sabads) written by six of the ten
Gurus and by other Sikhs as well as some Hindus and Muslims. The scripture is
available in two recent English versions under the title Sri Guru Granth Sahib
translated by Gopal Singh® and Manmohan Singh®. The latter writer also compiled
in a separate volume the hymns of Guru Nanak which was issued by the Language
Department, Punjabi University, Patiala. However, according to W. Owen Cole and
Piara Singh Sambhi, neither of these translations is very satisfactory.*®

For this study, the translation of Sri Guru Granth Sahib composed by
Manmohan Singh will be relied upon for reference and citation. This translation is
widely used and accepted in Malaysia and the rest of the world by Sikhs. It is written
in eight volumes and was published by The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee, Amritsar in the year 2002 for its fifth edition.

For the Islamic literature, the main primary sources are the Holy Qur’an and

the Hadith (Tradition) of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). For this purpose, the

% Sachau, The Chronololgy, chapter (al-Birini, Kitab al-Athar, chapter 1), and Sachau, Alberuni’s
India, chapter 1 (al-Biraini, Kitab al-Hind, chapter 1). For analysis, see Kamar Oniah Kamaruzaman,
Early Muslim Scholarship in Religionswissenschaft (Malaysia: International Institute of Islamic
Thought and Civilization (ISTAC), 2003), 76.

¥ Delhi: Gurdas Kapur & Sons, 1962.

 Amritsar, Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee.

% Cole, and Sambhi, The Sikhs Religious Beliefs and Practices (Portland or Sussex Academic Press,
1998), xv.
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English translation of the Holy Qur’an by ‘Abdullah Yiisuf ‘Ali*® will be used in this
research. Major books of tafsir (commentaries) such as Tafsir al- Qur'an al-'Azim by
Ibn Kathir and F7 Zilali al-Qur'ani by Sayyid Qutb will be referred to. Literature
from the Hadith will be based on the books of Hadith written by outstanding
muhaddithin such as Imam al-Bukhari, Imam Muslim, Imam al-Tirmidhi, Imam Abu

Da’'tid, Imam Ibn Majah, Imam al-Nasa'1 and other Muslim scholars.

In order to create an objective study about other religion, firstly, one needs to
become objective in his or her judgments. Al Fartiqgi mentions that to really know

3 je. to

other religion and culture, one must first disengage from one’s own beliefs,
try to understand the issues from the adherents’ perspectives. To achieve this, one
should allow the religion that one studies and the community of the religion to speak
for themselves and avoid one’s personal interpretations and judgments. It is only at
the level of analysis, will personal judgement come in. Still, since different people
believe in religion differently,® this study will not attempt to eliminate the
differences. Moreover, as stated, the focus of this research will be on identifying the
parallel concepts and similarities between Sikhism and Islam. In the attempt to make
the understanding of Sikhism in this study truly representing Malaysian Sikhs, the
writings about Sikhism will be sent to Sikhs’ authorities for verification of the
contents.

The researcher agrees with W. Owen Cole and Piara Singh Sambhi that

terminologies used by the adherents of the religion should be maintained in writing

% < Abdullah Yasuf ‘Ali, The Holy Qur’an; Original Arabic Text with English Translation and Selected
Commentaries (Kuala Lumpur: Saba Islamic Media Sdn. Bhd, 2000).

% Isma'il Ragi Al Fariiqi, Christian Ethics: a Historical and Systematic Analysis of Its Dominant Ideas
(Montreal: McGill University Press, 1967), 1.

% Kamar Oniah, Religion and..., 2.
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about other religions. In the case of Sikhism, it is difficult to decide how the
vocabularies should be translated, for example, amrit pahul is not baptism and the
kara is not a bangle or a bracelet.*® The same problem occurs when explaining the

Islamic theological terminologies where, for example, al-Qada wa al-Qadr is not

predestination and jikad is not holy war. In the writing of this research, the Sikh
words will be retained as much as possible in the hope that the researcher can attempt
to enter the world of Sikhism rather than try to bring it into his own. The same
approach will be used when writing about the Islamic theology.

Every religion and religious community perceives religion differently. Thus,
every religion defines itself differently and has its own worldview and its own value
systems. Likewise, it has its own theology(s), scriptures and sacred texts, doctrines
and dogmas, rites and rituals, and customs and practices. True, there are many
exciting similarities and common items, but at the fundamental levels, i.e., the faith
items, they are different as noted by Kamar Oniah.*° As such, Sikhism defines religion
quite differently from Islam and thus each religion understands faith quite differently
too. Indeed, each religion defines ‘Truth’ in its own way and therefore the slogan that
“There are many paths to the same truth” may sound catchy and romantic, but it is not
atruth. This is because each religion defines "Truth" differently.**

In order to get accurate information on how Sikhism is practised in Malaysia,
collecting data from the field is necessary. Observations and interviews will be
conducted. Gurdwaras and Sikh organizations in Malaysia such as the Sikh Naujawan
Sabha Malaysia (SNSM), the Malaysian Gurdwaras Council (MGC), the Institute of

Sikh Philosophy, Research and Education (InSPiRE) and the Gurdwara Sahib Petaling

%9 Cole and Sambhi, The Sikhs Religious ..., Preface.
%0 Kamar Oniah, Religion and ..., 2.
“* bid.
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