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ABSTRACT

The idea of Islamization of Human Knowledge (IOHK) is one of the most promising
intellectual agendas of Islamic resurgence and a controversial issue that has caught
significant attention of both Muslim and non-Muslim thinkers of the Modern era. The
pioneers of IOHK have struggled rigorously to conceptualise the idea of IOHK as an
epistemological and methodological solution for the plight of Muslim Ummah. In
spite of sincere devotion and committed efforts of scholars, this seminal project has
been surrounded by various misconceptions. The sceptical attitude has caused some
basic misunderstandings about the scope, objectives and methodology of IOHK.
Realising that, this study aims to analyse the concept of IOHK based on various
definitions presented by scholars. Using analytical and critical approaches, the study
examines these definitions and highlights the extended scope, objectives and
methodology of IOHK. It also evaluates the works of its proponents and opponents on
the different perspectives. In addition, this study attempts to analyze the possible use
of the term ‘relevantization’ for Islamic sciences which are named Islamic Revealed
Knowledge Disciplines (IRKDs) in IIUM. This study notices that despite numerous
hindrances and critics, the project of IOHK has gone through gradual progress in
terms of its framework, scope, objectives and methodology since its inception. Its
scope and objectives are extended to the production of textbooks and Islamization of
disciplines to the development of Islamic thought and its methodology. This study
also reveals that some disciplines like economics and Islamic banking have captured
ample attention of scholars and practical efforts have been made, whereas other
sciences lack serious interest in order to implement IOHK into a reality. The
programme of IOHK has offered a lot in the form of a discourse and clarified its
concepts which need practical implementation. However, this uphill task requires
more concentrated and collective efforts holistically to achieve its goals. This study
highlights the obstacles which need to be addressed by scholars.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

The movement of Islamization of Knowledge' (IOK) or Islamization of Human?
Knowledge (IOHK) has been considered by some scholars as one of the major
contemporary Muslims’ intellectual responses to modernity. The term or movement of
IOK was initially introduced in the mid-1970s. In the 1980s, this concept gained
momentum and spread rapidly all over the world but due to some internal and external
factors, particularly after the tragedy of 9/11 in the United States, it temporarily lost its
rapid growth and vigour.

Isma‘1l Rajt al- Fartiqt (1922-1986) considers IOHK an ideological programme
of Islam and its academic excellence. He also conceptualizes it as an epistemological®
and methodological movement”*. Another pioneering member of this movement, Syed
Muhammad Naquib al-Attas argues that the ultimate goal of this movement is to equip
the Ummah with knowledge and education on an intellectual basis and framework,

inspired by and imbued with Islamic Revealed Knowledge and its worldview®. They

" There are few arabic terms being used for ‘Islamization of Knowledge’ as "4 aall dalui” or dsadlul"
"48 pall, See Isma‘il Raji, Islamization of Knowledge: General Principles and Work Plan translated by
Abdul Waris Saeed, 3. Al-‘alwani discusses few more terms for instance ¢4 aall Jualill A3 all Al
4 4l 4 53 | See Taha Jabir Al-‘alwani, b sales dpadlulliliad | 6-7.

2 Some scholars like Mohd. Kamal Hassan, suggest the word “human knowledge” instead of
“knowledge” to exclude the divine knowledge. He argues that ‘knowledge’ translated into arabic as ‘al-
‘ilm’ refers to the ultimate Truth. For him, Islamization of Knowledge is a self-contradictory term,
since we can not Islamize pure and sacred knowledge, rather we need to Islamize human knowledge
which is created or developed by humans and has a potential of currupt and wrong receptoin. See
Mohd. Kamal Hassan, Islamization of Human Knowledge as the Most Important Mission of IIUM,
unpublish paper, 35, 2013.

? Epistemology means theory or the concept of knowledge. It deals with the nature of knowledge, its
sources, objectives and scope, its types and branches.

* Isma‘il Raji al Faragi, “Islamization of Knowledge: Problems, Principles and Prospective”, in Islam:
Source and Purpose of Knowledge (Virginia: I1IT, 1988), 3.

> Muhammad Mumtaz Ali, Issues in Islamization of Human Knowledge: Civilization Building
Discourse by Four Contemporary Muslim Thinkers, (Kuala Lumpur: [ITUM Press, 2014), 99.



assert that the concern of this particular movement of our time has been knowledge,
education and Islamic thought for the development of human beings and societies.
IOHK stands, in fact, for the well-being of mankind. This unique and ideological
movement was initiated with great enthusiasm and courage by its pioneers for the
welfare of the Muslim Ummah vis-a-vis humanity.

Notwithstanding the great appreciation and general acceptance for this
movement heralding from the Muslim world, there appeared a few new trends on the
debate of IOHK. Consequently, people neither realize its importance nor show serious
interest in this ideological, epistemological and methodological movement. For
instance, Tariq Ramadan in Radical Reform: Islamic Ethics and Liberation infers that
the terms currently used in Islamization of Knowledge such as Islamic medicine or
Islamic economics may be comfortable for some but they are not academically sound,
hence misleading®. Furthermore, as mentioned by Mumtaz Ali, some believe that this
movement has a hidden agenda’. It has also been contended that IOHK is merely an
academic exercise practised by academicians who were influenced by this concept and

adopted it as a project to produce textbooks®.

In light of the views aforementioned, it appears that in spite of prolific writings
and detailed researches, there still exist some confusion among scholars and students
in particular, about the concept, scope and method of IOHK. As wvarious
misconceptions have clouded the phenomenon of IOHK, it is imperative to conduct a
thorough analytical and critical study of the movement. Not only that, such study may

also demystify the negativity pervading IOHK, while shedding light on a fundamental

% Tariq Ramadan, Radical Reform: Islamic Ethics and Liberation, (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
2009), 128.

" Muhammad Mumtaz Ali, The History and Philosophy of Islamization of Knowledge, (Kuala Lumpur:
ITUM Press, 2013), 1.

* Ibid, 2.



application of this movement, namely it being the only remedy for intellectual

challenges faced by humanity in general and the Muslim Ummah in particular.

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Current opinions regarding IOHK indicate that this programme is either partially
understood or as a whole remained a confused movement among students and
academicians. Thus, some people have developed a sceptical attitude towards IOHK.
Several sources confine it to a form of academic exercise, while others consider it to
be an abortive and superficial project which has no practical objective. Mohammad
Nejatullah Siddiqi, for instance contends that IOK stands for leadership and
domination’. He further argues that IOK is an exclusive movement which has no
concern with communities other than Muslims'°. Thus, it seems that there is a severe
lack of awareness about the universal nature of this movement which is based on
Islamic Revealed Knowledge and its worldview.

Hence, the researcher feels a pressing need to acquire answers to some
essential questions, beginning with what is Islamization? Is it just a concept, a
framework, a methodology, a process, a perspective, a project of textbook production,
or an epistemological and methodological movement? Moreover, the scope and
method assigned to this movement still need to be researched into.

In addition, a few other scholars argue that the term “Islamization” should not
be used for all branches of knowledge, especially natural and Islamic Revealed
Knowledge disciplines. They consider natural sciences pure as they are neutral, free

from Islamization, as Islamic Revealed Knowledge disciplines are already Islamic.

 Mohammad Nejatullah Siddiqi, “Islamization of Knowledge: Reflections on Priorities”, The American
Journal of Islamic Social Science, vol. 28, n0.3 (2011): 18.
" Ibid. 25.



Hence, they emphasize the use of “relevantization” for religious sciences which are

11> at the International Islamic

called “Islamic Revealed Knowledge Disciplines
University Malaysia (ITUM).

Moreover, based on different approaches used by various scholars, it appears
that the real aims and objectives of IOHK have not been exclusively discussed and
debated from an ethical [rational] and universal perspective. For that reason, there is a
need to explore, analyze and examine it critically; such critical examination and

analysis would help to elaborate the objectives, scope and method of IOHK in a

comprehensive and holistic manner.

RESEARCH QUESTIONS
The proposed research will attempt to address the following questions:
1.  What is Islamization of Human Knowledge? Is it a concept, a framework,
a methodology, a process, a project or a perspective?
2. What is the scope of the discourse of Islamization of Human Knowledge?
Does it include the Islamic thought as a whole or academic concern only?
3. What is the method of Islamization of Human Knowledge?
4. Is the term ‘Islamization’ relevant and applicable to ‘Islamic Revealed

Knowledge Disciplines’ or does it require a new term?

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

The main objectives of the study are as follow:

" Mohammad Kamal Hassan, “The Necessity of Relevantization of Islamic Revealed Knowledge
Disciplines”, Unpublished paper presented at Seminar on Releventization of Islamic Revealed
Knowledge Disciplines, (IITUM: Kuala Lumpur, 2013), 11.



1) To study Islamization of Human Knowledge in terms of concept, method,
framework, process, project and perspective.

2) To examine the scope of the discourse of Islamization of Human
Knowledge.

3) To explore and analyze the method of Islamization of Human Knowledge.

4) To examine the possible use of the terms ‘Islamization’ or

‘relevantization’ for Islamic Revealed Knowledge Disciplines.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

The significance of this study is very obvious as the aim of this study is to direct the
attention of students and scholars toward the fundamental aspects of the movement of
IOHK by demonstrating its core aims, scope and method in an ethical, universal and
people-oriented perspective. The most significant aspect of this study lies in the scope
and method of IOHK itself. In addition, this study also intends to instil the required
motivations in the Muslim Ummah so that it can play a revolutionary and seminal role
in society.

Moreover, IITUM has adopted IOHK as a mission in its constitution because it
is an issue of general interest and a vital concern not just for Muslims but also for the
rest of the world. Even so, the focus of Muslim intellectuals seems elsewhere due to
the emergence of some misconceptions regarding IOHK. As contended by Merryl
Wyn Davies, “The debate has become entwined with those elements that have

consistently marginalized Muslim identity and stimulated antagonisms through self-



interested obfuscation'?”. Therefore, there is a dire need to explore, analyze and

examine the concept, scope and method of IOHK in a critical and creative manner.

METHODOLOGY OF THE RESEARCH
The proposed research is qualitative in nature which essentially relies on textual
analysis based on primary and secondary sources. Thus, primary sources are used in
the critical analysis of the work written by the pioneers of IOHK in order to evaluate
not only the definition of IOHK but the concept of this movement and its scope.
Secondary sources consist of work produced by the proponents and opponents of
IOHK. It will be helpful to compare their viewpoints regarding the aims and methods
of IOHK to expose the comprehensive and realistic understanding of the matter. Both
primary and secondary are used to make a fruitful comparison of various ideas
regarding the definition of IOHK and its method. The same approach would further be
extended to deal with complementary terms, i.e. “Islamization” and “Relevantization”.

Hence, collection of data involves library research in which materials such as
books, articles, theses, seminars and conference papers, journals and reliable online
sources are referred to.

In order to achieve the objectives of this study, the researcher depends on the
following methods:

1. The descriptive method is used to describe and elaborate the nature of

IOHK, its scope, method and objectives.
2. The comparative method is applied for comparative analysis of different
viewpoints about the concept of IOHK and its method in order to illustrate

conclusions from proposed research.

2 Merryl Wyn Davies, “Rethinking Knowledge: ‘Islamization’ and the Future”, FUTURES, vol. 23,
no.3 (1991): 231.



3. The analytical method is used to analyse the writings on IOHK in order to
clarify the concept and its contemporary issues. For this purpose, primary
sources, such as writings of Isma‘l Raji al Faruqi, ‘AbdulHamid
AbtSulayman, Syed Muhammad Naquib al-Attas and Muhammad Kamal

Hassan are used as references.

LITERATURE REVIEW

A significant number of Muslim and non-Muslim scholars have shown interest in the
project of IOHK. The interest has manifested in a large number of works that has been
done in the form of articles, research papers and books which deal with different
aspects of IOHK. Scholars have highlighted numerous features of IOHK in the area of
critical and innovative thinking.

There are some studies that have touched on various aspects of IOHK such as
rationale and aims but surprisingly ignored a detailed discussion on its scope. The
scope of IOHK is not only confined to academic exercise; rather, it embraces the
entirety of Islamic thought. It stands to reconstruct life, society and civilization on the
basis of Islamic Revealed Knowledge.

Taha Jabir al-‘Alwani, in “The Reconstruction of the Muslim Mind: The

13> infers that the project of IOK is not merely relevant to

Islamization of Knowledge
the Muslim Ummah but for the salvation of the whole of mankind. He also elaborates
on the challenges confronted by the Muslims and assigns Muslims thinkers a

responsibility to meet them. He further argues that, to some extent, Muslim scholars

have developed various disciplines regarding the project of IOK.

13 Taha Jabir al-‘Alwani, “The Reconstruction of the Muslim Mind: The Islamization of Knowledge”,
The American Journal of Islamic Social Sciences, vol. 7,1n0.3 (1990): 453-457.



Another article by the same author, “The Islamizaion of Knowledge: Yesterday

14" defines the term of IOK in different perspectives and its nature. He also

and Today
discusses epistemological and methodological development, its reality and
importance. He sums up with six steps to proceed with the concept of IOHK, its aims
and methodology.

“On the Nature and Scope of the Islamization Process: Towards Conceptual

. 15,
Clarification

is an important article by Ibrahim A. Ragab, one of the pioneers of
IOK. In this article, the author sheds light on the nature of Islamization and its
process, while making contentions that this process consists of two approaches, “The
Engagement Approach” and “The Disengagement Approach” and both complement
each other. He also discusses the scope of Islamization which covers the lower level
like Islamization of the curricula to a higher one which is Islamization of society.

A comprehensive article has also been penned by A. O. Omotosho, entitled

% In this paper, his main

“The Role of Islamization of Knowledge and Institutions
focus was on the aim of knowledge and education through an Islamic perspective and
the role of Islamized knowledge and institutions in Muslim and non-Muslim societies.
He contends that the aim of knowledge in Islam is to attain happiness in this life as
well as in the hereafter by sustaining the balance of life, both spiritually and
physically. According to him, the role of Islamized knowledge in society is

indispensable as it deals with all aspects of human life. The author also comments on

how the separation of religion from knowledge has produced great failure in the West.

' Taha J. al alwani, The Islamization of Knowledge: Yesterday and Today, The American Journal of
Islamic Social Sciences, vol. 12, no.1 (1995): 81-101.

" Tbrahim Ragab, “On the Nature and Scope of the Islamization Process: Towards Conceptual
Clarification”, Intellectual Discourse, vol. 3,n0.2 (1995): 113-122.

' A. O. Omotosho, “The Role of Islamization of Knowledge and Institution”, Jos Bulletin of Religion,
no.1 (1996): 24-33.



“Islamization of Knowledge: A Comparative Study of Al-Attas and Al-
Farugi'’” is a master’s thesis submitted by Abdul Basir Aziz Khan. The researcher
discusses the approaches of two pioneers of IOHK, namely Syed Muhammad Naquib
al-Attas and Isma’1l Rajt al-Faruqi. He also compares basic concepts, definitions and
method of Islamization of Knowledge as asserted by these two scholars.

Another research for a Master’s thesis by Imron Rossidy further expounds on
the inner mechanics of IOHK, under the title “An Analysis of al-Attas’ and al-Faruqi’s
Conceptions of Islamization of Knowledge: Implications for Muslim Education'®”.
This study examines the concepts brought forth by Syed Muhammad Naquib al-Attas
and Isma‘1l Raj1 al-Fartqt on Islamization of Knowledge. The researcher also attempts
to clarify the misunderstandings surrounding the concept of IOK but the main concern
of this study is somewhat regulated to exploring the possible implications concerning
conceptions of these scholars for Muslim education.

“Islamization of Disciplines: Towards an Indigenous Educational System'®”
written by Suleman Dangor postulates the aims of education from Western and
Islamic perspectives. He also presents the concept of IOK and its relation to several
other disciplines, briefly touching on the philosophies of different experts on the
concept of IOK. Overall, Dangor mentions some obstacles and complexities
surrounding IOK along with the potential of this agenda which has resulted in the

form of human intellectual efforts and still continues to achieve the objectives of IOK

as an educational agenda.

'” Abdul Basir Aziz Khan, “Islamization of Knowledge: A comparative Study of Al-Attas and Al-
Faraqi”’, (Unpublished Master’s thesis, IIUM, 1998).

' Imron Rossidy, “An Analysis of al-Attas’ and al-Farugi’s Conceptions of Islamization of
Knowledge: Implications for Muslim Education”, (Unpublished Master’s thesis, [ITUM, 1998).

' Suleman Dangor, “Islamization of Disciplines: Towards an Indigenous Educational System”,
Educational Philosophy and Theory, vol. 37, no.4 (2005): 519-531.



“A Critical Survey of Islamization of Knowledge™”

authored by Mohamed
Aslam Haneef is another important work on IOHK. In this book, the author forwards a
comprehensive review of IOK including the ideas of its main proponents as well as its
detractors. The author also attempts to cover the definitions, rationales and differences
of opinions in the IOK process. In addition, he presents a case study of the IOK
agenda as applied to economics.

Sarfaroz Niyozov and Nadeem Memon in their article “Islamic Education and
Islamization: Evolution of Themes Continuities and New Directions™ ” discuss the
history of education in the Muslim world, its evolution and continuity from the advent
of Islam till the rise of postmodernism. They infer that Muslims possessed a leading
position up until the 13" century before relinquishing their authoritative foothold in
the coming years due to internal and external challenges. They also contend that
Islamization is the only major strategic tool to tackle modernity and all other
challenges; however, this tool according to Niyozov and Memon, has some drawbacks
and shortcomings in its conceptualization of Islamization, which should be removed
and clarified.

’

“Issues in Islamization of Knowledge, Man, and Education® ” is a very
informative work by Mahmoud Hamid Al Migdadi. In it he discusses, on the one
hand, issues on IOK which comprise of conflicts among Muslim intellectuals as well

as challenges of modern times, and on the other, a need for a critical approach to

Islamization of Knowledge and education with rigorous and constant efforts.

* Mohamed Aslam Haneef, A4 Critical Survey of Islamization of Knowldege, (Research Centre:
International Islamic University Malaysia, 2005).

*! Sarfaraz Niyozov and Nadeem Memon, “Islamic Education and Islamization: Evolution of Themes
Continuities and New Directions”, Journal of Muslim Minority Affairs, vol. 31, no.1 (2011): 5-30.

22 Mahmoud Hamid al Migdadi, “Issues in Islamization of Kowledge, Man, and Education, Revue
Academique des sciences humaines et socials, no.7 (2011): 3-16.
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“The Concept of Islamization of Knowledge and Its Philosophical

by Hasan Dzilo sheds light on the philosophical aspect of IOK with

Implications
special reference to Syed Muhammad Naquib al-Attas, Sayyed Hossein Nasr and
Isma’1l Raj1 al-Fartqi. He also describes common and multiple approaches of these
scholars towards the phenomenon of IOK.

Another article that is particularly informative is Rafiu Ibrahim’s “A4 Survey on

24 5
where he

the Global Success of IOK Program with particular reference to Nigeria
briefly discusses the origin and concept of IOK, while concentrating the bulk of his
arguments and findings on educational achievements through the IOK programme. He
has mentioned the level of acceptability of the IOK programme in the form of:
establishment of educational and intellectual institutions, publication of textbooks and
journals, establishment of schools and universities, arrangements of conferences,
seminars and enlightenment programmes, as well as the production of an Islamized
syllabi.

One of the major sources of my findings, “The History and Philosophy of

> authored by Muhammad Mumtaz Ali, covers both the

Islamization of Knowledge
history and philosophy of IOK, aimed at providing an explanation to the rationale
behind it. He also discusses the opinions and approaches of various scholars of IOHK
to clarify some misunderstandings about it. Besides that, he explains the confusion

about the aims of 10K, its scope and methodology. He also elaborates on the internal

and external root causes of the decline of the Muslim Ummah and insists on the

» Hasan Dzilo, “The concept of ‘Islamization of Knowledge’ and its Philosophical Implication”, Islam
and Christian-Muslim Relation, vol. 23, no.3 (2012): 247-256.

** Rafiu Ibraim Adebayo, “A Survey on the Global Success of IOK Program with Particular Reference
to Nigeria”, Jurnal Al-Tamaddun, Bil. 7, no.1 (2012): 91-105.

» Muhammad Mumtaz Ali, The History and Philosophy of Islamization of Knwoledge, (Kuala Lumpur:
ITUM Press, 2013).
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