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ABSTRACT

This is a case study on Tokyo Mosque and the da‘wah activities in Japan among
contemporary Japanese and local Muslims. It deals with the arrival of Muslims in
Japan and the establishment of Islamic da ‘wah organizations and mosques. It studies
the Muslim perception and sensitivities in the context of the current da ‘wah situation
in the Japanese society and relations with various religions and culture of Japan. The
main aim of this research is to explore and analyse the origin of the organised da ‘wah
activities at Tokyo Mosque and its impact. This study also traces the inner
problematic issues related to da ‘wah and its challenges for the realization of peaceful
coexistence among the Muslims and Japanese in Japan. The thesis specially focuses
on the debate and dialogue of the Muslims with the followers of other religions and
cultures in Japan as this will decide the future attitude of Islam and Muslims in Japan
and its relation to the Japanese community. It attempts to assess the structure,
organization and the pivotal role of Tokyo Mosque and its educational activities. It
explores the position of Islam and Muslims and their interaction with a completely
different culture of Emperor worship of the past and a highly modernized, industrial
and civilized nation. This includes the study of the strategy Muslims have adopted for
da ‘wah and their fresh understanding and analysis with reference to Tokyo Mosque. It
deals, therefore, with Muslim participation and cooperation in dialogue, welfare and
social activities with other religions. It discusses the salient features of Japanese
culture and community and Islam and local Muslim community. Feasibility of Islam
and its compatibility in the Japanese society has been studied to identify the progress
of da‘wah in Japan. An additional objective of this study is to examine the social and
cultural development between Muslims and non-Muslims from the early days of the
arrival of Islam in Japan. Expectations and apprehensions of the Muslims have also
been identified. The thesis also analyses how far the Muslims are ready to consider
sensitive issues arising due to the construction of mosques and the expansion of
da‘wah activities in Japan. The thesis further discusses the problems faced by the new
generation of Muslims in Japan in holding fast to their Islamic belief and practicing
the Islamic traditions in a non-Muslim, godless and atheistic society. Finally, it
investigates how Muslims in Japan face and overcome the apparent materialistic
society of Japan, which has now become their home. The thesis is followed by a
conclusion and some recommendations.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY
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O Prophet invite to the way of your Lord with wisdom and excellent

admonition and discuss things with people in the best manner (Al-

Qur’an, al-Nahl:125)

The twentieth century witnessed a rapid movement of Muslims all over the
world. They moved from their home countries, where they were the majority to
countries where they became the minorities. Their movement was basically due to the
poor economic and unsuitable political conditions in their home countries. In spite of
their involvement in the economic activities of their new countries of migration, they
could not ignore their sense of Muslim identity and the responsibility of Islamic
da‘wah 1i.e. calling people to Islam. This was obligatory for them as Muslims and
necessary to protect their faith. As soon as they settled down in the new countries,
they started organizing themselves into Islamic organization(s) and built mosques.
These Islamic organizations and mosques adopted certain programmes, aiming to
guarantee the maintenance of Muslim identity and protection of their faith among non-
Muslim majority. Today, one observes these two activities of Muslims everywhere in
the world, including Japan. Although the presence of Muslims can be traced back to
1891, the first settlement of Muslims was by those who came from the Kazan area of
Russia. In Japan around 1917, these Muslims established a residential area named

Mabhallah Islamiyyah in Tokyo. This was the first Muslim settlement in Japan. The

first school was established in 1927 by the Muslim community in Japan. In 1938, they



established a mosque. From the beginning, the Muslims demonstrated their
seriousness towards the development of schools and mosques. These schools provided
Islamic teachings to their children. This shows how serious the early Muslims were
about Islamic education.

Despite all the economic progress and the presence of a number of religions
today there is a sort of a spiritual vacuum in the life of the people of Japan. Various
religions are trying to 'harvest' in the 'flexible' religious atmosphere of Japan.
Shintoism and Buddhism have weakened in faith and lost the trust of the public
because they could not save their Emperor and their country from defeat and surrender
after the WWII in 1945. Now, many of Japanese are looking for new 'ways' of
salvation. The society is lacking peace of heart and mind. This is observed in the
statistics of suicide cases in Japan. It seems that people are not really aware of the
value of life. People in Japan are facing ambiguities as to the reality of life and after
death. There seems to be a strong quest for the true existence of a Supernatural Being
(God). Amidst this confusion, Islam comes with a message of peace, satisfaction and

harmony. Since 1881 until today Islam has been in Japan for about 150 years.
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... then divided you into nations and tribes so that you may recognize
one another. Indeed, the most honourable among you in the sight of
Allah is he who is the most pious of you. (Al-Qur’an, al-Hujurat:13)
The Japanese are very sensitive people in terms of having high standards of
civilization, culture, education, discipline and polite manners. Other traits such as
kindness, soft manners and cautious reactions to events and personal mutual contacts

are special qualities of the Japanese society. Usually, the Japanese people like to trust

and believe in others. They take the speaker at his face value, therefore, their response



in general to any discussion or message is positive in the first instance. This quality is
very favourable for Islamic da‘wah in Japan. Only a few Japanese would flatly
decline or say “no” to any offer or suggestion about Islam unless it is really
impossible for them to grasp it or is contrary to what is found in their culture and
society.

Since there is no open opposition as such to Islam in Japan, it has a bright
future there. However, there are some cases of misunderstanding among the Japanese
about Muslims. Nevertheless, Islam in Japan has not been easy all the time. In general,
the society as a whole is not against Islam. The Muslims are expected to demonstrate a
high standard of morality, politeness, and honesty in dealings if they want a
favourable response for Islamic da‘wah. They must engage in welfare and cultural
activities. There are social challenges that have to be met. Solutions to the problems of
old perception have to be found. To foresee the future possibilities and prospects for
Islam in Japan, the challenges and contradictions which exist in the contemporary
historicity of Muslims in Japan must be addressed. The Japanese society needs to be

impressed and convinced that they need Islam for happy, peaceful, and successful life.

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Investigations into the earliest Muslim contact with Japan as revealed by recent
excavation of imperial storechouses and temples in the city of Nara'show the long
contacts of Muslims with the nation. During these excavations, they found some 19
fragments of Islamic ceramics made in Western Asia. These pieces of vase and pots
were brought to Japan around 768 A.D. These treasure items travelled through land

and marine Silk Road from Baghdad, Egypt, via India and China to Japan. They were

'The daily Yomiur, Tokyo, July, 2009.



possibly used for keeping dates, saffron, dry fruits, etc. These items reached the city of
Nara in Japan somewhere during the same period.

The first Japanese ancestors reportedly accepted Islam around 1909 and
performed hajj in the same year. Today, the total number of Japanese Muslims stands
at about 100,000. No serious efforts on the part of migrant Muslims to impress the
Japanese in favour of Islam from “da ‘wah perspective” have been conducted. The
reasons are obvious, for example, the lack of Japanese language and social-cultural
background of the Japanese. In spite of these shortcomings, the existence of Muslims
and Islamic da ‘wah is inseparable within the Japanese people today, like other non-
Muslim countries have witnessed. Thus, one way or the other, Japanese Muslims are
also involved in Islamic da‘wah programmes. Japanese are invited individually and
collectively by Muslim organizations and individual Muslims to study Islam and find
the truth and reality of a blissful life. Thus a good number of Japanese has accepted
Islam (Morimoto?, 1980).

The responses of the Japanese people and their attitude towards Islam and
Muslims have not been studied seriously.” There is no study which identifies the
problems and investigates the support or otherwise of the Japanese people to Islam
and Islamic da ‘wah activities from the civilizational perspective. This phenomenon of
slow growth motivates the researcher to look into the problems of da‘wah and its
response from various angles and viewpoints. This requires serious research and

investigation into the subject of the Japanese people and their socio-cultural and

* Aba Bakr Morimoto was a researcher on Muslim affairs. He had maintained a library in his house
containing three thousand books. It is recorded that the Islamic Centre Japan tried to obtain those books
at a reasonable price from his family. But his family sold all those treasures and valuable records and
books to old book shop instead of to the Islamic Centre Japan. Now this treasure is not traceable
anymore.

3 Aba Bakr Morimoto, Islam in Japan Past Present and Future, (Iskandar Choudari, Trans.), (Tokyo:
Islamic centre Japan.



religious groups to the call of da ‘wah in Islam. The crux of the problem is that before
doing Islamic da‘wah work in any society we need to study and understand the
problems, difficulties, impediments and possible cultural differences of that given
society. Therefore, there is a need to study and analyse the response of the Japanese
society.

There are some reports on the efforts of the Muslims on da ‘wah in Japanese
society and research has been carried out on masdjid (mosques). However, there is no
proper research on the role and contributions of the Tokyo Mosque in the context of
Islamic da‘wah and as a representative of an Islamic institution in a non-Muslim
society. Tokyo, the capital city, like other major capital cities around the world, is
densely populated and contains many ethnic groups and tribes. In addition to this,
there are so many foreigners from all over the world. If da‘wah is conducted in a
sophisticated and knowledgeable manner by the Tokyo Mosque is possible that it can
serve as a regional da‘wah centre and has the potential in the surrounding regional

arcas.

RESEARCH QUESTIONS
This study plans to investigate certain important questions such as:
1) How was the Tokyo Mosque established in Japan?
2) What is the state of relations between Tokyo Mosque and other prominent
mosques and Muslim organizations in Japan?
3) What is the role of Tokyo Mosque and its main activities in the field of
da‘wah?
4) How far the educational system of Japan is helpful for da ‘wah?

5) Is Islam compatible with other religions and culture of Japan?



OBJECTIVES OF THE RESEARCH
The purpose of the study is to achieve the following objectives:
1) To study and investigate the historical development of the institution of
mosques with special reference to Tokyo Mosque
2) To evaluate the ways of da ‘wah adopted by Tokyo Mosque
3) To study the problems and challenges faced by da‘wah activities
conducted by Tokyo Mosque, Japan
4) To evaluate the educational system of Japan and see the relevance of
da‘wah
5) To identify the elements of compatibility and incompatibility of Islam

with other religions and culture of Japan.

JUSTIFICATION FOR THE STUDY

Islam can meet the demands of the Japanese quest for peace of mind because it is
founded on noble qualities of humanity such as brotherhood, equality, simplicity and
direct approach to Creator, God, Allah or Uitsu no KAMI-sama (the most respected
and the supreme entity, the Japanese name of Allah) in Japanese. The next ideal duties
of the Muslims are to prove that Islam has the solutions and meets the requirements of
body and soul, family and society as a whole. The Japanese have tried various theories
and philosophies. Now they would like to give a chance to Islam. Can Islam and
Muslims in Japan provide the proof of Islamic ability to resolve the social, individual,
spiritual and physical problems? Can Islam be a practical religion that can contribute
to their needs? These are the questions which constitute the essence of this research.

Therefore, the significance of the research is as follows:





