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ABSTRACT 
 

 

 
 

This study analyzes intermedia agenda-setting during the 2010 Sudanese presidential 

elections to determine the intermedia agenda-setting role of socio-political blogs, 

mainstream news media and citizen journalism. The purpose of this study is to 

investigate the influence of new media agendas on traditional news media agendas 

within the theoretical framework of intermedia agenda-setting. Accordingly, this study 

examines the influence of socio-political blogs on newspaper coverage of the 2010 

presidential elections in Sudan at both first and second levels of intermedia agenda-

setting through content analyses of major national newspapers and socio-political 

blogs before the Election Day. The study was guided by the following research 

question: What role do blogs and mainstream media play in intermedia agenda-

setting? This study applies content analysis, cross-lagged correlation analysis, and 

Rozelle-Campbell Baseline analysis to explore the causal relationship among 

newspapers, blogs, and citizen journalism on issues related to the 2010 Sudanese 

presidential elections. The findings demonstrate proof for intermedia agenda-setting 

role in Sudanese media across a number of dependent variables. The Sudanese 

newspapers influenced the agenda of Sudanese blogs; blogs are also gaining a 

growing influence on the agenda of newspapers. The content analysis found that 

socio-political blog issue agendas were strongly correlated with the agendas of the 

newspapers. Results show a lack of intermedia agenda-setting for specific issues 

examined: the constitution review, economic recovery, the foreign policy, and 

leadership. The findings also present evidence of intermedia agenda-setting between 

socio-political blogs and citizen journalism. Results of cross-lagged correlation 

analyses show that socio-political blogs influenced newspapers at the first level of 

intermedia agenda-setting. Nonetheless, proof for intermedia agenda-setting did not 

show up at the second level. Results are discussed in terms of their implications on the 

field of agenda-setting research as well as limitations and directions for future 

research. 
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خلاصة البحث 
 
 

اىَخبادىت بِٞ ٗسائو  (ٗضع جذٗه الأعَاه)حأرٞش ٗضع الأجْذة  ححيو ٕزٓ اىذساست

ً ىخحذد دٗس 2010الإعلاً بعضٖا بعضاً، أرْاء الاّخخاباث اىشئاسٞت فٜ اىس٘داُ عاً 

اىَخبادىت بِٞ ٗسائو الإعلاً بِٞ مو ٍِ اىَذّٗاث الاجخَاعٞت،  ٗضع الأجْذة

 اىخعشف  ٗحٖذف ٕزٓ اىذساست إىٚ. ٗاىسٞاسٞت، ٗاىصحف اىقٍ٘ٞت، ٗصحافت اىَ٘اطِ

عيٚ حأرٞش أجْذة ٗسائو الإعلاً اىجذٝذة فٜ أجْذة ٗسائو الإعلاً اىخقيٞذٝت عيٚ ض٘ء 

 فئُ  ٗفقاً ىزىل. الإطاس اىَْٖجٜ ىْظشٝت ٗضع الأجْذة اىَخبادىت بِٞ ٗسائو الإعلاً

ٕزٓ اىذساست حفحص حأرٞش اىَذّٗاث الاجخَاعٞت، ٗاىسٞاسٞت فٜ حغطٞت اىصحف 

ً فٜ اىس٘داُ عيٚ ملا اىَسخِ٘ٝٞ الأٗه، ٗاىزاّٜ 2010ىلاّخخاباث اىشئاسٞت ىعاً 

اىصحف اىقٍ٘ٞت اىشئٞست  ى٘ضع الأجْذة اىَخبادىت ٍِ خلاه ححيٞو ٍضَُ٘

ٍا اىذٗس : اىذساست قذ اسخششذث باىسؤاه اٟحٜ. ٗاىَذّٗاث الاجخَاعٞت، ٗاىسٞاسٞت

اىزٛ حؤدٝٔ ملا ٍِ اىَذّٗاث ٗٗسائو الإعلاً اىخقيٞذٝت فٜ إطاس ٗضع الأجْذة 

اىذساست اسخخذٍج ٍْٖج ححيٞو اىَضَُ٘، ٗححيٞو الاسحباط اىخقاطعٜ، . اىَخبادىت؟

ٗححيٞو اىخظ الأساط ىشٗصٝو، ٗماٍبو ىينشف عِ اىعلاقاث اىسببٞت بِٞ ٍ٘ض٘عاث 

ً فٜ اىصحف اىقٍ٘ٞت ٗاىَذّٗاث ٗصحافت 2010الاّخخاباث اىشئاسٞت اىس٘داّٞت ىعاً 

بشْٕج اىْخائج عيٚ ٗج٘د دىٞو عيٚ دٗس ى٘ضع الأجْذة اىَخبادىت بِٞ . اىَ٘اطِ

فاىصحف اىس٘داّٞت . ٗسائو الإعلاً اىس٘داّٞت ٍِ خلاه عذد ٍِ اىَخغٞشاث اىخابعت

أحذرج حأرٞشاً فٜ أجْذة اىَذّٗاث اىس٘داّٞت، مَا أُ اىَذّٗاث ححُذِدُ حأرٞشاً ٍخْاٍٞاً فٜ 

أجْذة اىصحف اىخقيٞذٝت، ححيٞو اىَضَُ٘ أظٖش أُ ٍ٘ض٘عاث أجْذة اىَذّٗاث 

ّخائج اىبحذ . الاجخَاعٞت ٗاىسٞاسٞت ىذٖٝا اسحباط ق٘ٛ ٍع أجْذة اىصحف اىخقيٞذٝت

أظٖشث أُ ْٕاك ضعفاً فٜ ٗضع الأجْذة اىَخبادىت ىعذد ٍحذد ٍِ اىَ٘ض٘عاث 

اىَشاجعاث اىذسخ٘سٝت، ٗالاّعاش الاقخصادٛ، : اىَخخاسة اىخٜ حٌ اخخباسٕا ٕٜٗ 

 عيٚ اىخأرٞش اىَخباده  مَا قذٍج ّخائج اىذساست أدىت. ٗاىسٞاست اىخاسجٞت ٗاىقٞادة

أظٖشث ّخائج ححيٞو الاسحباط رٛ . ى٘ضع الأجْذة بِٞ اىَذّٗاث ٗصحافت اىَ٘اطِ

اىفج٘اث اىضٍْٞت حأرٞش اىَذّٗاث الاجخَاعٞت ٗاىسٞاسٞت فٜ اىصحف عيٚ اىَسخ٘ٙ 

حأرٞش ى٘ضع الأجْذة  ٗباىَقابو ىٌ حزبج ّخائج اىذساست أٛ. الأٗه ى٘ضع الأجْذة

ّ٘قشج ّخائج اىذساست ٍِ حٞذ . اىَخبادىت فٜ اىَسخ٘ٙ اىزاّٜ بِٞ اىَذّٗاث ٗاىصحف

آراسٕا فٜ ٍجاه بح٘د ّظشٝت ٗضع الأجْذة، فضلاً عِ اىقٞ٘د ٗالاحجإاث ىيبح٘د 

. اىَسخقبيٞت

 

 

 

 

 



iv 

APPROVAL PAGE 

 

 

 

 

The thesis of Saifeldin Hassan Elawad Abdalla has been approved by the following: 
 

 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

Syed Arabi Syed Abdullah Idid 

Supervisor 
 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

Che Mahzan Ahmad  

Co-supervisor 
 

 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

Baharuddin Aziz B. Aziz Ibrahim 

Internal Examiner 
 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

Hasmah Zanuddin 

External Examiner 
 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

Abdi. Omar Shuriye  

Chairman 



v 

DECLARATION 
 

 

 

 

I hereby declare that this dissertation is the result of my own investigations, except 

where otherwise stated. I also declare that it has not been previously or concurrently 

submitted as a whole for any other degrees at IIUM or other institutions. 

 

 

 

Saifeldin Hassan Elawad Abdalla 

 

 

 

 

Signature ……………………………………   Date …………………….. 



vi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY MALAYSIA 
 

 

DECLARATION OF COPYRIGHT AND AFFIRMATION OF 

FAIR USE OF UNPUBLISHED RESEARCH 
 

 

Copyright © 2014 by Saifeldin Hassan Elawad Abdalla. All rights reserved. 

 

 

INTERMEDIA AGENDA-SETTING BETWEEN MAINSTREAM 

MEDIA AND BLOGS: A STUDY OF THE 2010 SUDANESE 

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS 
 

 

 

No part of this unpublished research may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, 

or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, 

recording or otherwise without prior written permission of the copyright holder except 

as provided below. 

 

 

1.  Any material contained in or derived from this unpublished research may 

only be used by others in their writing with due acknowledgement. 

 

2.  IIUM or its library will have the right to make and transmit copies (print 

or electronic) for institutional and academic purposes. 

 

3.  The IIUM library will have the right to make, store in a retrieval system 

and supply copies of this unpublished research if requested by other 

universities and research libraries. 

 

 

 

Affirmed by Saifeldin Hassan Elawad Abdalla 

 

 

 

 

………………………………       ………………………… 

Signature                                                          Date 



vii 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This dissertation is dedicated to the loving memory of 

my father 

Hassan Elawad Abdalla; 

& 

my mother 

Mardhia Ibrahim; 

and my entire family, 

for their encouragement for me to further knowledge 



viii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

 

 

 

This thesis had been possible with the sincere insight, advice, and assistance support 

of many individuals, professors, family members, and colleagues. First and foremost, I 

extend my sincere gratitude to the Almighty Allah, whose Grace and blessing has 

constantly sustained me for the enormous and immeasurable bounties. Who, by giving 

me good health, sound mind, strength, endurance, made this effort possible 

Alhamdulillah rabbil-alamin. 

 

Thank you to the members of my committee for their insights and for their 

patience. Prof Syed Arabi Idid’s wisdom challenged me and inspired me during my 

time at IIUM. I will be forever grateful to my co-supervisor Assoc Prof. Che Mahzan 

Ahmad, for his insightful guidance and critique, thoughtfulness, and in reading my 

dissertation. Special thanks to, Prof Mohd Yosuf Hussain, Prof. Fazal Rahim Khan, 

Prof. Azmuddin Ibrahim, and Assoc Prof Saodah Wok for their tireless efforts in 

moulding me into a postgraduate student and communication specialist worth the 

name.   

 

I also acknowledge and appreciate the help and assistance of many colleagues 

and friends, brothers and sisters, who have played major roles in the accomplishment 

and contentment I’ve achieved both professionally and personally. Brothers like 

Adnan Ali Adikata, AbdAlla Ibrahim Yousif Higazi, Kayode Mustafa, Ibrahim 

Abubakar, Murtada Ahmad, and sisters, Lily Arif, Khaizuran Abduljalil, and Romlah 

Ramli, have motivated, inspired, and helped me to achieve this fate. A special thank 

you also goes to Br Azrul Hisyam Bin Wakichan for his assistance in the often tedious 

content analysis coding process. My friends, Prof. Hassan Elnager, Prof. Ahmed 

Ibrahim AbuShook and Dr Saad Eldin Mansour’s contributions were immeasurable.  

 

My sincere appreciation specifically to Prof. Dr Hassan Abbas Hassan, Vice 

Chancellor of Omdurman Islamic University (OIU) in Sudan and to OIU’s staff, 

special thanks to the Sudanese National Council for Press & Publication, and to 

Sudanese National Elections Commission who helped along the way. 

 

I could not have completed this dissertation without the special and dedicated 

support of Dr Yasir Yousif, in Sudan, Prof. Al-Fatih Abdul-Salam, and Dr. Saad Abu 

El-Gasim Saad. Many other friends and colleagues in Sudan and Malaysia gave 

valuable help and assistance. To them all my deepest gratitude goes 

 

Finally, I give special thanks to my entire family for their unconditional love 

and support. The utmost gratitude of all for this dissertation, however, is owed to my 

mother. I must thank her for keeping me in her heart, and maintaining peace in my 

mind and my surrounding loved.  Special thanks to my dearly beloved wife Fatima 

Osman. I would like to thank my lovely children; Ahmed, Imadeldin, Lina, and Hibat 

Allah. Special thanks to my brothers and sisters.  Finally, I would like to thank my 

father and mother in-law who were most kind to my family when they were back 

home.  



ix 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
 
 
 

Abstract  ............................................................................................................... ii 

Abstract in Arabic .................................................................................................... iii 

Approval Page  ......................................................................................................... iv 

Declaration Page ...................................................................................................... v 

Copyright Page ......................................................................................................... vi 

Dedication  ............................................................................................................... vii 

Acknowledgements .................................................................................................. viii 

List of Tables ........................................................................................................... xiv 

List of figures ........................................................................................................... xvii 

List of Abbreviations ............................................................................................... xix 

 

 

CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION  ........................................................................ 1 

 1.0 Introduction ........................................................................................... 1 

 1.1 Background of the Study ....................................................................... 2 

 1.2 Problem Statement ................................................................................ 5 

 1.3 Research Questions ............................................................................... 7 

 1.4 Objectives of the Study ......................................................................... 8 

 1.5 Significance of the Study ...................................................................... 8 

 

 

CHAPTER 2:  LITERATURE REVIEW AND HYPOTHESES ...................... 12 

 2.0 Introduction  .......................................................................................... 12 

 2.1 New media as a Public Sphere .............................................................. 13 

 2.2 New Media and Democracy .................................................................. 15 

 2.3 History of the Blogosphere ................................................................... 19 

  2.3.1 Blog’s History in Sudan  .............................................................. 24 

 2.4 Citizen Journalism Posts  ...................................................................... 26 

 2.5 Theoretical Framework ......................................................................... 28 

  2.5.1 Agenda-Setting Theory    ............................................................. 29 

  2.5.2 Agenda-Setting Research ............................................................. 32 

  2.5.3 Agenda-Setting Studies in Africa ................................................ 34 

 2.6 Intermedia Agenda-Setting Theory ....................................................... 36 

 2.6.1 Intermedia Agenda Setting Research  .......................................... 38 

 2.6.2 Research on Intermedia Agenda Setting through Internet  .......... 42 

 2.6.3 Research on Socio-Political Blogs  .............................................. 45 

 2.7 Summary of Literature Review ............................................................. 49 

2.8 Hypotheses for the Study      ................................................................. 51 

 

 

CHAPTER 3: MEDIA AND ELECTIONS IN SUDAN  .................................... 57 

3.0 Introduction  .......................................................................................... 57 

3.1 A Brief Historical and Political Development   .................................... 57 

3.2 History of the Press in Sudan ................................................................ 62 



x 

3.3 The Media and Elections   ..................................................................... 65 

3.4 Background of Elections in Sudan   ...................................................... 67 

3.5 The 2010 Sudanese Presidential Elections  ........................................... 70 

 

 

CHAPTER 4: RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODOLOGY ...................... 78 

4.0 Introduction  .......................................................................................... 78 

4.1 Research Design  ................................................................................... 78 

4.2 Research Model  .................................................................................... 81 

4.3 Content Analysis Methodology ............................................................ 81  

4.4 Theoretical and Operational Definitions ............................................... 85 

 4.4.1 Issue Mention in Socio-Political Blogs ........................................ 85 

4.4.1.1 Theoretical Definition ........................................................ 85 

4.4.1.2 Operational Definition ....................................................... 86  

 4.4.2 Issue Mention in Newspaper ........................................................ 88 

4.4.1.1 Theoretical Definition ........................................................ 88 

4.4.1.2 Operational Definition ....................................................... 89 

 4.4.3 Prominence of Issue within Newspapers  .................................... 89 

4.4.1.1 Theoretical Definition ........................................................ 89 

4.4.1.2 Operational Definition ....................................................... 90 

 4.4.4 Issue Mention in the Citizen Journalism ...................................... 90 

4.4.1.1 Theoretical Definition ........................................................ 90 

4.4.1.2 Operational Definition ....................................................... 91 

 4.4.5 Issue Mention in the National News Agency ............................... 91 

4.4.1.1 Theoretical Definition ........................................................ 91 

4.4.1.2 Operational Definition ....................................................... 92 

4.5 Sample Size and Sampling Procedure .................................................. 92 

4.6 Unitizing ................................................................................................ 98 

4.7 Criteria for Inclusion  ............................................................................ 101 

  4.7.1 Unit of Analysis  .......................................................................... 102 

 4.7.2 Coding Categories ........................................................................ 104 

 4.7.3 Inter-coder Reliability .................................................................. 106 

 4.8 Statistical Analysis ................................................................................ 108 

 4.8.1 Correlational Analysis .................................................................. 109 

 4.8.2 Time Frame .................................................................................. 112 

 4.9 Data Collection ..................................................................................... 114 

 

 

CHAPTER 5: RESULTS OF DATA ANALYSIS .............................................. 116 

5.0 Introduction  .......................................................................................... 116 

5.1 Analysis of Data  ................................................................................... 118 

5.2 Election Agendas in the Media  ............................................................ 118 

5.3 Intermedia Agenda-Setting between Blogs and Newspapers  .............. 119 

5.3.1 Analysis of Newspapers News Agenda  ................................. 124 

5.3.2 Analysis of Citizen Journalism Agenda  ................................. 128 

5.3.3 Results of Content Analyses  .................................................. 131 

5.3.4 Pearson Correlations Analysis  ............................................... 132 

 5.4 Elections Intermedia Correlations ......................................................... 135 

  5.4.1 Socio-political Blogs Agenda Correlations  ................................. 135 



xi 

  5.4.2 Newspaper Agenda Correlations.................................................. 138 

  5.4.3 Citizen Journalism Agenda Correlations  .................................... 142 

 5.5 Cross-Lag Analysis   ............................................................................. 144 

  5.5.1 Cross-Lagged Correlations Results  ............................................. 148 

 5.5.2 Intermedia Agenda Setting for Frequently Mentioned Issues ..... 152 

 5.5.3 Cross-Lagged Analysis for the Specific Issues ……………...… 156 

 5.6 First-Level and Second- Level Intermedia Agenda-Setting ................. 169 

  5.6.1 Intermedia Agenda-Setting: First-Level ...................................... 170 

  5.6.2 Intermedia Agenda Setting: Second-Level  ................................. 175 

 5.7 Intermedia Agenda Setting Influences on Source  ................................ 180 

  5.7.1 Mainstream Media as Sources in Blogs  ...................................... 181 

  5.7.2 Blogs as Sources in Mainstream Media  ...................................... 186 

  5.7.3 Citizen Journalism as Sources in Blogs and Mainstream Media . 189 

 

 

CHAPTER 6: DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION  ......................................... 194 

6.0 Introduction ........................................................................................... 194 

6.1 Summary of the Study ........................................................................... 195 

6.2 Implications of the Findings ................................................................. 199 

 6.2.1 Theoretical Implications............................................................... 200 

  6.2.2 Practical Implications ................................................................... 201 

6.3 Limitations of the Study  ....................................................................... 202 

6.3 Recommendations for Future Studies ................................................... 204 

6.4 Conclusion  ........................................................................................... 208 

 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY ..................................................................................................  211 

 

 

APPENDIX A ..........................................................................................................  226 

APPENDIX B ..........................................................................................................  230 

APPENDIX C ..........................................................................................................  231 

APPENDIX D ..........................................................................................................  232 

APPENDIX E ..........................................................................................................  240 

APPENDIX F ...........................................................................................................  249 

 

 

 



xii 

LIST OF TABLES 
 

 

 

 

Table No.                                                                                                                    Page No. 

  

2.1 Internet Users, Population Statistics for Africa 

10 Top Internet Countries (June 30, 2012)                                                     22 

4.1 Socio-Political Blogs List during the 2010 Sudanese Elections  96 

4.2 Traditional News Media Sampled During the 2010 Sudanese Elections 101 

 

5.1 Election Issues in Socio-political blogs by frequencies and paragraphs 121 

 

5.2 Socio-political blogs mentions in election context top 15 issues   122 

 

5.3 Socio-political blogs paragraphs in election context top 15 issues                123 

 

5.4 Newspaper Election Issues by Frequencies and Paragraphs   125 

 

5.5 Newspaper Issues Mention in Election Context Top 15 Issues  126 

 

5.6 Newspaper Paragraphs in Election Context Top 15 issue   127 

 

5.7 Citizen journalisms Election Issues by Frequencies and Paragraphs  129 

 

5.8 Citizen journalisms Election Issues by Paragraphs Top 15 issues  130 

 

5.9 The blogs, Newspaper and Citizen Journalism Issue Agenda  132 

 

5.10 Pearson Correlations Comparing Issue Agendas    133 

 

5.11 Pearson Coefficients of 2010 Presidential Blogs Mentions   136 

 

5.12 Pearson Coefficients of 2010 Presidential Blogs paragraphs   137 

 

5.13 Rank Order of Categories According to Attention Score in  

Three Sudanese Dailies       139 

 

5.14 Rank Order of Categories in the Three Sudanese Dailies According 

 to Number of Paragraphs, Attention Score, and Number of Mentions         140 

 

5.15 Pearson Coefficients of 2010 Newspapers Presidential Election Coverage  141 

 

5.16 Prominence of Issue in Citizen Journalism                143 

 

 



xiii 

5.17 Pearson Coefficients of 2010 Presidential Elections 

 Coverage by Citizen Journalism Paragraphs                                                144 

 

5.18 Week-lagged Rank-Order Correlations for Blogs and  

Newspapers issue agenda                                                                               155 

 

5.19 Socio-political blogs Issue Agendas by Number of Issues and Rank        171 

 

5.20 Newspaper Issue Agendas by Number of Issues and Rank             172 

 

5.21 Citizen journalism Issue Agendas by Number of Issues and Rank            173 

 

5.22 Aggregate Blog, Newspaper and Citizen Journalism Issue  

Agendas by Number of Issues and Rank                                                       174 

 

5.23 Socio-political blogs Issue Agendas by Number of Issues and Rank         176 

 

5.24 Newspaper Issue Agendas by Number of Issues and Rank                        177 

 

5.25 Citizen journalism Issue Agendas by Number of Issues and Rank             178 

 

5.26 Aggregate Blog, Newspaper and Citizen Journalism Issue  

Agendas by Number of Issues and Rank                                                        179 

 

5.27 Blogs: Overall Use of Sources      182 

 

5.28 Sources of Mainstream Media uses by Blogs                           183 

 

5.29 Specific Traditional Media Source Used in Election Context by Blogs 185 

 

5.30 Newspapers: Overall Use of Source      187 

 

5.31 Newspapers: Specific Local and Foreign Media Source Use in 

Election Context                              188 

 

5.32 Citizen Journalism: Number of articles by publication   189 

 

5.33 Citizen Journalism: Overall Use of Source     190 

 

5.34 Citizen Journalism: Specific Local and Foreign Media Source Use in 

  Election Context        191 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



xiv 

LIST OF FIGURES 
 

 

 

 

Figure No                                                                                                                   Page No. 

 

2.1 Africa Top Internet Countries (June 30, 2012)        23

  

4.1 Research model of the intermedia agenda-setting                                          81 

 

4.2 Statistical analysis model                                                                        111 

 

5.1 Cross-lagged correlations comparing issue agendas of blogs,                

newspapers and the citizen journalism         133 

 

5.2 Cross-Lagged Correlational Analysis                                                      146 

 

5.3 Cross Lagged Comparison (Pearson Coefficients)  

Blog Mentions versus Newspaper Mentions                                           149 

 

5.4 Cross Lagged Comparison (Pearson Coefficients) 

Blog Spaces versus Newspaper Paragraphs                                            150 

 

5.5 Cross Lagged Comparison (Pearson Coefficients) 

Blog Mentions versus Newspaper Prominence                                       151 

 

5.6 Cross Lagged Comparison (Pearson Coefficients) 

Blog Spaces versus Newspaper Prominence                                           152 

 

5.7 Second-Order Partial Lagged Correlations Among socio-Political 

  Blogs, and Newspapers                                                                           156 

 

5.8 Constitution review: Cross-Lagged Within week Panels 

Between Media                                                                                      159 

 

5.9 Economy recovery: Cross-Lagged Within Time Panels 

Between Media                                                                                      162 

 

5.10 Foreign policy: Cross-Lagged Within Time Panels 

Between Media                                                                                      165 

 

5.11 Leadership: Cross-Lagged Within Time Panels  

Between Media                                                                                      168 

 

 

  

 

 



xv 

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS  
 

 

 

 

Circ:    Circulation. 

CJ:    Citizen Journalism 

CPA:    Sudan’s Comprehensive Peace Agreement. 

CPP:    the Sudan’s Council of the Press and Publications  

Constitutional R.:  Constitutional Review 

Creating employ:  Creating employment 

E-democracy:   Electronic democracy  

ICC:    International Criminal Court 

NCPP:   National Council for Press and Publications 

NCP:    National Congress Party 

NEC:    the Sudan National Electoral Commission 

NP:    Newspaper 

OHCHR:   the Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights 

PR:    Proportional Representation 

SPB:    Socio-Political Blogs 

SPLM:    Sudan People’s Liberation Movement 

SUNA:    Sudan News Agency 

TV:    Television. 

T1:    Time 1 

T2:    Time 2 

UJ:    Union of Journalists 

USA:    United States of America 



1 

CHAPTER ONE 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This study examines the extent to which, as new media, socio-political blogs and 

citizen journalism influenced the issues and news agenda of major national 

newspapers during the 2010 Sudanese presidential elections. Many researches in mass 

communication focus on the transmission of salience within media (agenda-setting 

function), the process whereby the mass media determine what we think and worry 

about. 

The agenda-setting process is used to remodel all the events occurring in our 

environment into a simpler model. Researchers Maxwell McCombs and Donald Shaw 

introduced this concept. Agenda-setting scholars have proposed numerous agenda-

setting theories including, among others, the first-level agenda-setting (crucial topic 

salience transmit), second-level agenda-setting (attribute salience transmit), and 

requirement for orientation (the emotional clarification of the theory). Meanwhile, 

works on intermedia agenda-setting that examine how content of specific media 

influences other media content (fourth-stage agenda-setting) are under presented. This 

study analyzes this possible influence based on intermedia agenda-setting theory on 

theoretical and operational political communication. 

Chapter One is divided into five related sections. Section One introduces the 

research, while Section Two explains with the background of the study. Section Three 

presents the research problem and Section Four outlines the research questions and 
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objectives. Section Five concludes the chapter and highlights the significance of the 

study. 

 

 

1.1 BACKGROUD OF THE STUDY 

The Internet is rapidly becoming an integral part of human life and constitutes among 

the newest forward-looking media. Craig (2005) points out that in the late 1990s and 

early 2000s, the Internet went from a specialized medium used regularly by university 

personnel and computer experts to a true mass medium (Craig, 2005, p.7). Garrison 

(1996) elaborates that, “the arrival of New Communication Technology such as 

Mobile Phones, the Internet, and so forth, has created opportunities and challenges for 

traditional media professions” (Garrison, 1996).  

Kalathil (2008) argues that across the world, mainstream media and journalists 

recognized that new media such as social networking sites, cell phone messaging, 

blogs, and other new technology applications have a deep impact on their job. He 

adds, “The appearance of new media has transformed the language of politics and the 

logic of democracy. New media have not only changed public attitudes toward politics 

but have also fundamentally restructured the way politics is practiced and the way 

power is distributed” (Kalathil, 2008, p. 15).  

Nowadays, blogs exert a direct effect on the traditional media agenda. Blogs as 

defined by Blood (2002), “are Web pages with frequently composed entries arranged 

in reverse chronological order” (p. 19). Blogs have been materializing since the mid-

1990s, and became more well-known during the 2000s, with an increasing number of 

people using blogs for political news. This number grows substantially during election 

periods.  
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A blog is a Website commonly consisting of short, regularly simplified articles 

organized in inverse chronological order, and as such all new posts always appear on 

peak. Weblogs or blogs can be similar to personal diaries in some ways. The aim and 

topic of blogs greatly differ from other Websites and include commentary, to 

companies, people and ideas, news about individuals, parties, photos, poetry, mini-

essays, project updates to diaries, and even fiction, but the researcher in this study is 

interested in those devoted to political news and social issues rather than individual 

news and views.  

Blogs and other new media including social-networking sites such as Twitter, 

Facebook, YouTube and video-sharing sites together known as Web 2.0 have become 

cultural phenomenon in many parts of the world. Many of these blogs are filled with 

fun, lighthearted or whimsical jottings of everyday life. However, many have been 

used for socio-political commentaries, to break news that big media could not break, 

to disseminate contentious messages and to mobilize the grassroots to demonstrate in 

the streets. 

As is often the case with new media technologies in their early years, blogs 

have been the subject of a fast-moving, fluid body of research since first coming to 

prominence at the beginning of the 1990s. Blogs through its genres, focus on 

particular areas such as entertainment blogs, health care blogs, personal blogs, and 

political blogs (Drezner & Farrell, 2004; Wallsten, 2007). Drezner & Farrell (2004) 

state that, “the vast array of topics covered by blogs creates a complicating factor in 

comparing them to other news media, and research has shown that blogs, their readers 

and their content are not the same across all genres” (p. 32). 

The unique component of blogs makes them an important new media outlet. 

As Internet users increase rapidly, blogging has become one of the most popular 
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online activities nowadays. According to the website of Sudanese bloggers without 

borders network (http://sdunlimitedbloggers.blogspot.com/, 2012), the integration of 

blogs as a source of information during the 2010 Sudanese presidential elections 

proved to be hypothetically important to study the agenda-setting role of the media. 

This study specifically investigates the occurrence of intermedia agenda-setting by 

examining two sets of new media (socio-political blogs and citizen journalism) along 

with the mainstream media agenda of major national newspapers. This research 

focuses on the relationship between new media and old media to ascertain if socio-

political blogs and citizen journalism posts impacted on the mainstream media during 

the 2010 Sudanese presidential elections. 

Blogs have emerged during the last decade as a new journalistic platform that 

has influenced political discourse. Lim (2009) has shown that, “this influence stems 

mainly from attention given to blogs by traditional news media” (p. 45). The digit of 

these blogs has developed into millions. As a sole blog is slightly unimportant in its 

effect on open dialogue, the group impact of hundred thousands of blogs on definite 

issues cannot be unseen. Drezner and Farrell, 2004 state: 

Blogs are becoming more influential because they affect the content of 

international media coverage ... increasingly, journalists and pundits 

take their cues about 'what matters' in the world from weblogs (p. 34). 

 

This study analyzes the socio-political blogs that surfaced during the 2010 

Sudanese presidential elections. In addition, three major newspapers and three citizen 

journalism sites are examined to determine the ranking of issues on the news agenda. 

Similarly, national news agency stories are examined to determine the national 

economic, political and social conditions that have influenced the news media agenda. 

The study examines the changes that occurred between two periods during the general 
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election season. The research uses content analysis on a sample of socio-political 

blogs, a sample of newspaper stories and a sample of citizen journalism news stories 

to analyze how each medium gave credence to various issues during the 2010 Sudan‟s 

presidential elections. Descriptive and inferential statistics are used to analyze the 

characteristics and relationship between the media agendas. 

The content of socio-political blogs and national news in the newspapers are 

coded to determine the issues. Since socio-political blogs began early in the 2010 

Sudanese presidential elections. The messages in the coverage were well-defined 

during the later phases of the general elections and provided a good opportunity to 

investigate the influence of blogs, newspapers and citizen journalism. 

Thus, this study attempts to explore the influence of socio-political blogs and 

the news agenda of newspapers based on intermedia agenda-setting theory. Sample 

data is derived from socio-political blogs‟ news stories posted on the Internet and 

from three Sudanese major national newspapers.  

The current dissertation potentially offers new facets in the association within socio-

political blogs and mainstream media. It contributes to the existing agenda-setting 

literature by broadening the scope of research to include the field of blogs and news 

media. 

 

 

1.2 PROBLEM STATEMENT  

In the past 10 years, Sudan has seen rapid growth of new information sources and 

online media (e.g. blogs, citizen journalism, social media, YouTube…etc.). These 

online media suppliers contest with traditional media (for example, TV, radio, and 

newspapers) to distribute news to audience. The online news sources also compete in 

setting the agenda of the media by providing up-to-date news and reporting. 
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Constructively, traditional media with their large staff of reporters, writers and editors 

possibly have the power to cover the event first, and the new media will follow the 

agendas of traditional media. 

A great deal of prior researches examined the intermedia agenda-setting 

process in countries with democratic political styles where media flow is free. 

However, this research chooses intermedia agenda-setting in Sudanese media where 

freedom of the press is relatively restricted and the authority has the right to control 

traditional media.  

Sudan makes for a worthy research because Sudanese Internet users as well as 

bloggers are in large numbers. According to the Internet World Stats (2012) “Sudan 

with more than 6 million people approximately 6,499,275 using the Internet on a 

regular basis is in sixth place in Africa. The Internet penetration rate in Sudan is 

19.0% slightly lower than the 21.1% average Internet penetration rate in the world”. In 

addition, blogs are a part of the journalistic landscape. Davis el at. (2009) state that: 

We are living in a world where information floods our senses more than 

ever. The advances of new technologies including online services make 

this deluge swell faster and fiercer (p. 13). 

 

Moreover, because of the censorship of private newspapers and other 

traditional media by governments, fair coverage of a major national event such as a 

presidential election is seldom seen in traditional media and newspapers. Moreover, 

fair coverage is more likely to exist in new media such as blogs and citizen 

journalism. Journalists are gaining easier access to online sources and are trying to 

give credit to new media than to mainstream media for source coverage. In addition to 

this particular instance of blog influence, there is growing evidence  that journalists 

take their cues for what to cover from blogs. 
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In this study, intermedia agenda-setting influences of new media and 

mainstream media will be studied. By examining how, as traditional media, 

newspapers counter the rising of new media, this research might demonstrate new 

facets in the link among new media and national newspapers in Sudan. Furthermore, 

this research will add to current agenda-setting theory by intensifying the research 

about agenda-setting to other countries. 

The influence of socio-political blogs has only recently been explored. One 

study examines how socio-political blogs contribute to the development of democracy 

(Lim, 2009). Consequently, by considering the agenda influence of blogs and 

newspapers, this research seeks to discover the function of new media coverage in 

Sudanese elections. Nowadays, oppositions and political parties engage the new media 

as the new media play a vital task in transmitting information linked with the 

elections. 

The current study  examines intermedia agenda-setting effects of 10 socio-

political blogs, four  publications (Alintibaha, a private newspaper; Akhirlahza, a 

privately owned newspaper; Alwatan, a privately owned newspaper; and the Sudan 

News Agency (SUNA), a government controlled solely online publication) and three 

citizen journalism (Sudanile.com, Sudaneseonline.com, and Albrakal.com) all of 

which are privately owned online websites.  

 

 

1.3 RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

Riffe, Lacy and Fico (2005) explain that the research questions serve as the core 

purpose of research. McCombs and Shaw (1972) assert that, “both hypotheses and 

research questions give guidance to the study because those who start out to look at 

everything in general and nothing in particular seldom find anything at all” ( p.5). 
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Therefore, based on the previous studies and perceptive of socio-political blogs and 

traditional media, the researcher considers this question: 

RQ1: What role do blogs and mainstream media play in intermedia agenda-setting? 

 

 

1.4 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY  

In line with the above stated research question, the objectives of this study are as 

follows: 

1- To discover the relationship of intermedia agenda-setting among 

mainstream media and new media (socio-political blogs and citizen 

journalism) 

2- To test a hypothesis that socio-political blogs set the agenda of 

mainstream media. 

3- To explore the source of interaction between traditional news media and 

socio-political blogs during the 2010 presidential elections in Sudan. 

 

 

1.5 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY  

This study on intermedia agenda-setting focuses on the intermedia agenda-setting 

effects between blogs and newspapers. While there is an increase focus on online 

activism and the impact of the Internet on politics, little has been done that addresses 

how socio-political blogs and newspapers fit into the agenda-setting perspective.  

Agenda-setting research has developed over the last four decades and scholars 

have recently moved towards the inquiry of how specific media play a role in agenda-

setting for other media. Previous research has determined that the new media agenda 

is powerfully affected by traditional media and the new media such as blogs have 

grow to be part of the regular news gathering procedure of mainstream media. In line 
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with this, developments in journalistic professionalism research and credit actions will 

be discussed because the media rely on each other as sources. 

Differences in the amount of news coverage, in the amount of sources, issues, 

and tone will be discussed. Blogs and newspaper content will be analyzed to 

determine the extent of the relationship of agenda-setting among mainstream media 

and socio-political blogs. 

Blogs in Sudan have become so popular that the public are exploring socio-

political blogs on an ordinary basis. The blogs are yet to compete with mainstream 

media. Although the number of Internet users is growing, they are yet to identify blogs 

as reliable media, while professional journalists are paying increasing attention to 

these blogs. 

This dissertation is conducted in Sudan as few studies of intermedia agenda-

setting have been studied in the African continent. Sudan is an outstanding country for 

such a study, as Sudan has vigorous mass media especially newspapers and because 

its online environment is flourishing and its political system is stable. 

To date, there have been very few studies focusing on the coverage of 

presidential elections in Africa. The impetus of this study lies in its ability to compare 

presidential elections coverage between several news media‟s impact on African and 

Arab media. It is hoped that this study will contribute to a knowledge base that may 

eventually include all of Africa and the Arab world.  

This research is valuable for the scholars in the field of communication, 

bloggers and professional journalists; it examines insight into connection among 

socio-political blogs and mainstream media. It might be the first research that clearly 

analyzes socio-political blogs and newspapers through intermedia agenda-setting 

process. Many scholars have criticized that new media such as blogs have an agenda-




