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ABSTRACT 

Kurdistan was an important economic, political, and cultural territory of the Ottoman 

Empire. Many Ottoman-era scholars researched the region, mainly based on formal 

documents like Tahrir notebooks. Among the most important resources are travellers’ 

narrations about the region, including those associated with Western missionaries and 

espionage activities. Ottoman officials and citizens travelled to Kurdistan for official 

duties and ethnographic travel itself, including Evliya Çelebi (the 17th century 

Ottoman traveller). He described the culture, civilization, and administration of 

Kurdistan in great detail for the fourth volume of his book of travel (Seyahatname). 

Çelebi visited almost all regions in Kurdistan between 1655 and 1656. In his visit to 

these places, Çelebi paid attention to history, science, administration and religious life. 

He narrated important information about mosques, palaces, hammams (public bath), 

madrasahs, and the antiquities of the region. He paid special attention to the history of 

administration and structure by giving specific details of information about ruling 

families in Kurdistan. He met with the rulers of that period and explained the structure 

of their administration. Also, he provided information about relations between the 

Ottoman Empire and local rulers. He examined and noted daily lives, religions, 

languages, foods, special days, social and cultural lives. The purpose of this work is to 

draw a critical analysis of Çelebi’s Seyahatname, based on extensive archival 

resources and secondary sources to present a pioneering insight into the Ottoman 

engagement with Kurdistan during this period. In doing this, the researcher tries to 

present a more transparent overview of an important region that was to some extent 

neglected in Islamic historical studies. In this study, a Qualitative historical and 

textual analysis method was used. The most notable findings of this study are; Firstly, 

Çelebi visited Erzurum province (in south eastern Turkey) many years earlier than his 

travels to Kurdistan and provided invaluable data on Kurds living there at the time 

which has not been mentioned by other travellers. Secondly, he made an interesting 

remark about peace and harmony among various religious communities in Kurdistan. 

Thirdly, Çelebi made a unique contribution to the study of Islamic education and 

sciences by uncovering in great detail numerous madrasahs and other institutions of 

learning.     
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 خلاصة البحث
ABSTRACT IN ARABIC 

اقتص منطقة  كردستان  الإكان  في  مهمة  وثقافية  وسياسية  العثمانية،  ادية  مبراطورية 

ا  وذلك  المنطقة،  في  أبحاث  بإجراء  العثماني  العصر  علماء  من  العديد  ستناداً  وقام 
أساسي   التحرير.  الوثائق  ال  على بشكل  دفاتر  مثل  أرسمية  الموارد  من    ةساسيالأهم 

المرتبطة   تلك  ذلك  في  بما  المنطقة،  حول  المسافرين  روايات  هي  الدراسات  لهذه 

وكما   الغربية.  والتجسس  التبشير  العثمانيون كان  بأنشطة  والمواطنون   المسؤولون 
با  يسافرون للقيام  كردستان  الرسميةإلى  أحد  لواجبات  فإن    الرحالةهو  هؤلاء  أهم  ؛ 

جلبي   بشرح  Evliya Çelebiاوليا  قام  الذي  ال.  النواحي  ويثقافوبيان  ة  يحضارالة 

بفي  ة  يدارالإو منوذلك  تفصيل  الكردستان  الرابع  المجلد  المسمى   في  كتابه 
  1656و   1655لبي جميع مناطق كردستان تقريباً بين عامي "سياحتنامة". فزار الج بـ

بالتاريخ والعلوم والإدارة والحياة الدينية. وروى  كثيراً  وفي زيارته لهذه الأماكن اهتم  

المساجد   التاريخية لهذه  والأماكن والحمامات والمدارس وآلآمعلومات مهمة عن  ثار 
الإدارة  بتاريخ  اهتمامًا خاصًا  أولى  المتبع    المدن. كما  الاداري  كما  حينذاك.  والهيكل 

التقى مع حكام تلك الفترة وشرح  وقد  الحكام وعائلاتهم.  حول  يرة  ثتفاصيل كذكرقام ب

علومات حول العلاقات بين الإمبراطورية العثمانية والحكام كما قدم مهياكل إدارتها.  
وأأيضاً،  المحليين.   والأطعمة  واللغات  والأديان  اليومية  الحياة  الاحتفالات  درس  يام 

الغرض من هذه الدراسة هو تحليل نقدي لما ورد  .  والحياة الاجتماعية والثقافية للناس

كتاب   في  وكوردستان  كورد  بالجلي  عن  موارد   ه"سياحتنامـ"الموسوم  مستخدما 
النطاق العثماني مع    ،أرشيفية واسعة  التعامل  في  رائدة  لتقديم رؤية  ثانوية  ومصادر 

الفترة، مما يعطي نظرة أكثر شفافية لمنطقة مهمة تم تجاهلها في    تلككردستان خلال  

الإسلامية. التاريخية  الدراسة    الدراسات  هذه  النوعي    استخدام   تمفي  التحليل  أسلوب 
للنصوص.   ال   نتائجأهم  من  والتأريخي  إقليم  : دراسة هيهذه  إلى  أوليا جلبي جاء  أن 

ردستان، حيث عاش ومكث مع  عديدة، وحتى قبل سفره إلى كوسنوات    أرضروم قبل

المنسجمة فيما بينها  العديد من الأقليات والطوائف الدينية الإسلامية وغير الإسلامية 
 ن.في كوردستان. وأخيراً تم توفير السكن والطعام للطلاب في كوردستا



v 

APPROVAL PAGE 

The thesis of Bzhar Othman Ahmed has been approved by the following: 

 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Asst Prof. Dr. Abdulwahed Jalal Nori 

Supervisor 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Asst. Prof. Dr. Elmira Akhmetova 

Co-Supervisor 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Asst Prof. Dr. Spahic Omer 

Internal Examiner 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Prof. Dr. Khaleel Ali Murad 

External Examiner 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Prof. Dr. Mohammed Elwathig Saeed Mirghani 

Chairman 



vi 

DECLARATION 

I hereby declare that this dissertation is the result of my own investigations, except 

where otherwise stated. I also declare that it has not been previously or concurrently 

submitted as a whole for any other degrees at IIUM or other institutions. 

 

Bzhar Othman Ahmed   

 

Signature ...........................................................              Date: 1-12-2020 

 

  



vii 

COPYRIGHT PAGE 

INTERNATIONAL ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY MALAYSIA 

 

 

DECLARATION OF COPYRIGHT AND AFFIRMATION OF 

FAIR USE OF UNPUBLISHED RESEARCH 
 

 

KURDISH LIFE AND ROLE IN THE OTTOMAN 

ADMINISTRATION IN EVLIYA ÇELEBI’S SEYAHATNAME 
 

 

I declare that the copyright holders of this dissertation are jointly owned by the student 

and IIUM. 

 
Copyright © 2020 Bzhar Othman Ahmed and International Islamic University Malaysia. All rights 

reserved. 

 

No part of this unpublished research may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, 

or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, 

recording or otherwise without prior written permission of the copyright holder except 

as provided below 

 

1. Any material contained in or derived from this unpublished research may 

be used by others in their writing with due acknowledgement. 

 

2. IIUM or its library will have the right to make and transmit copies (print 

or electronic) for institutional and academic purposes.  

 

3. The IIUM library will have the right to make, store in a retrieved system 

and supply copies of this unpublished research if requested by other 

universities and research libraries. 

 

By signing this form, I acknowledged that I have read and understand the IIUM 

Intellectual Property Right and Commercialization policy. 
 

 

 

 

Affirmed by Bzhar Othman Ahmed 

                             

 

                                                                                                         

       ……..……………………..                                     1-12-2020 

                    Signature                                            Date      

 



viii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

I would like to express my greatest gratitude to Allah who gave me. His 

blessings and helped me to finish my PhD.  

 

This thesis would not have been possible without the support and 

encouragement of my parents and my sister and brothers, and my supervisor, Assistant 

Prof. Dr Abdulwahed Jala Nuri, who helped me greatly by his advice.  

 

I am thankful to my teachers Prof Dr Arshad Islam and Assistant Prof Dr 

Elimra Ahmetova for their helpful guidance.   

 

I wish to note my gratitude to my uncles, Azad Jolla, Danaz Abdulrahman, 

Ako Ghareeb, Shanaz Ibrahim Ahmed, Hero Ibrahim Ahmed, Daniel Sabir, Prof. Dr 

Wali Mahmood,Dr Kosret Salih and Sister Wahyuni for their encouragement to come 

to Malaysia and to finalize my PhD. 

 

Finally, I would like to profusely thank Prof. Dr Othman Ali, Prof Dr Arif Ali 

Arif, Dr Ahmed Totonji, Siti Aisha, and the International Islamic Institute of Islamic 

Thoughts (IIIT) for their support and encouragement.  

 

  



ix 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Abstract ............................................................................................................... iii 
Abstract in Arabic ................................................................................................ iv 

Approval Page ..................................................................................................... iv 
Declaration .......................................................................................................... vi 

Copyright Page .................................................................................................... vii 
Acknowledgements ............................................................................................. viii 

Table of Contents ................................................................................................ ix 
List of Tables ....................................................................................................... xiii 

List of Figures ..................................................................................................... xiv 

CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION ............................................................... 16 

1.1 Background of the Study ..................................................................... 16 

1.2 Statement of the Problem .................................................................... 18 
1.3 Significance of the Study .................................................................... 19 

1.4 Research Questions ............................................................................. 20 
1.5 Objectives of the Study ....................................................................... 21 

1.6 Literature Review ............................................................................... 21 
1.6.1 General Kurdish History and Evliya Çelebi’s Life ..................... 22 

1.6.2 Kurdish Participation in Ottoman Administration ...................... 25 
1.6.3 Kurdish Culture and Economic Life in the Ottoman Empire ...... 30 

1.7 Methods and Procedure ....................................................................... 34 
1.8 Chapter Outline .................................................................................. 35 

CHAPTER TWO: EVLIYA ÇELEBI'S LIFE AND THE HISTORY OF 

KURDS AND KURDISTAN IN SEYAHATNAME .......................................... 37 
2.1 Evliya Çelebi’s Life ............................................................................ 37 

2.1.1 Educational Life ........................................................................ 40 
2.1.2 Views on Knowledge and Religion ............................................ 42 

2.1.3 Travels ...................................................................................... 43 
2.1.4 Experience in Kurdistan ............................................................ 46 

2.2 Evliya Çelebi’s Seyahatname .............................................................. 48 
2.3 Çelebi’s Method of Writing the Seyahatname ..................................... 51 

2.4 Copies of Evliya Çelebi’s Manuscripts................................................ 52 
2.5 History of Kurds According to Evliya Çelebi’s Seyahatname .............. 59 

2.6 Geography and Population of Kurds ................................................... 68 
2.7 History of Kurds and Kurdistan from Antiquity to the Muslim 

Opening (Futuḥat) ............................................................................... 71 
2.7.1 Subartu ...................................................................................... 71 

2.7.2 Gutti .......................................................................................... 72 
2.7.3 Mitani ....................................................................................... 72 

2.7.4 Lullubi ...................................................................................... 72 
2.7.5 Assyrian .................................................................................... 73 

2.7.6 Akkadian ................................................................................... 73 
2.7.7 Hurrian ...................................................................................... 73 



x 

2.7.8 Median ...................................................................................... 73 

2.7.9 Achaemenids ............................................................................. 74 
2.7.10 Alexander III of Macedon and the Kurds ............................. 74 

2.7.11 Sassanian Empire ................................................................. 75 
2.8 Islamic Rule in Kurdistan Prior to the Ottomans ................................. 76 

2.8.1 Overview................................................................................... 76 
2.8.2 The Kurdish and Non-Kurdish Muslim Kingdoms in 

Kurdistan................................................................................... 76 
2.9 The Ottomans in Kurdistan ................................................................. 83 

2.10 Kurdish emirates in the Early 16th Century ................................ 87 
2.11 Conclusion ................................................................................ 91 

CHAPTER THREE: POLITICAL PARTICIPATION OF THE KURDS 

UNDER OTTOMAN ADMINISTRATION IN KURDISTAN ........................ 93 
3.1 Ottoman Governance and Administration in Kurdistan ....................... 94 

3.2 Province (Vilayat) ............................................................................... 99 
3.3 Sanjak ................................................................................................. 100 

3.4 Qaza ……………………………………………………………100 
3.5 Land System in Provinces ................................................................... 100 

3.5.1 Property Land (Miri Arazi) ........................................................ 100 
3.5.2 Mulk Arazi ................................................................................ 102 

3.6 The military System in Ottoman Provinces ......................................... 103 
3.7 The Ottoman Court (Sheikh-ul-islam) ................................................. 104 

3.8 The Position of Kurdish Rulers in the Ottoman Administration ........... 104 
3.8.1 Governments ............................................................................. 105 

3.8.2 The Ottoman Sanjaks ................................................................ 106 
3.8.3 Yurtluk and Ocaklık .................................................................. 107 

3.8.4 The Kurdish Tribes (Aşireti Sanjakı) ......................................... 109 
3.9 The Role of Kurds in the Ottoman Provincial Administration ............. 111 

3.9.1 Diyarbakir Province .................................................................. 112 
3.9.1.1 Governments Affiliated with Diyarbakir Province ....... 115 

3.9.1.2 Sanjaks Affiliated with Diyarbakir Province ................ 119 
3.9.1.3 Yurtluk and Ocaklık Affiliated with Diyarbakir Province

 123 
3.9.2 Van Province ............................................................................. 126 

3.9.2.1 Governments Affiliated with Van Province ................. 129 
3.9.2.2 Sanjaks Affiliated with Van Province .......................... 131 

3.9.2.3 Other Sanjaks in Van Province .................................... 134 
3.9.3 Shahrizor Province .................................................................... 134 

3.9.3.1 Governments Affiliated with Shahrizor Province......... 139 
3.9.3.2 Sanjaks Affiliated with Shahrizor Province ................. 140 

3.9.4 Mosul Province ......................................................................... 146 
3.9.5 Government of İmadiyye (Bahdinin emirate) ............................. 151 

3.9.5.1 Overview .................................................................... 151 
3.9.5.2 The Sanjaks of İmadiyye Government ......................... 153 

3.9.6 Urfa Province ............................................................................ 157 
3.9.7 Erzurum Province ...................................................................... 157 

3.10 Conclusion ................................................................................ 159 



xi 

CHAPTER FOUR: THE RELIGIOUS AND EDUCATIONAL LIFE OF 

KURDS DURING THE OTTOMAN ERA....................................................... 161 

4.1 Islam………………………………………………………….162 

4.1.1 Islamic Doctrine (عقيدة) .............................................................. 162 
4.1.2 Mosques .................................................................................... 165 

4.1.2.1 Mosques in Diyarbakir Province ................................. 167 
4.1.2.2 Mosques in Van Province ............................................ 171 

4.1.2.3 Mosques in Erzurum Province ..................................... 174 
4.1.2.4 Mosques in Shahrizor Province ................................... 175 

4.1.2.5 Mosques in Mosul Province ........................................ 178 
4.1.2.6 The Mosques in Imadiyye Government ....................... 181 

4.2 Christians............................................................................................ 185 
4.3 Jews……………………………………………………………...189 

4.3.1 Jewish Community in Kurdistan ................................................ 190 
4.3.2 Jewish Graves in Kurdistan ....................................................... 190 

4.4 Zoroastrians ........................................................................................ 191 
4.5 Yezidis ............................................................................................... 193 

4.5.1 Tombs and Sacred Places of Yezidis ......................................... 197 
4.6 Education in Kurdistan ....................................................................... 198 

4.6.1 Education in Mosques ............................................................... 199 
4.6.2 Education in Tekkiye ................................................................. 201 

4.6.3 Hospitals and Medical Schools .................................................. 202 
4.6.4 Primary and Secondary Schools in Kurdistan ............................ 202 

4.6.5 Madrasahs (dâr’ul-kurrâ and dâr’ul-hâdis) ............................... 204 
4.6.6 Colleges and Schools ................................................................. 206 

4.6.7 Knowledge in Madrasahs and Kurdish Scholars ........................ 212 
4.6.7.1 Tafsir .......................................................................... 213 

4.6.7.2 Science of Hadith ........................................................ 215 
4.6.7.3 Fiqih and Usul Fiqh ..................................................... 215 

4.6.7.4 Kelam ......................................................................... 216 
4.6.7.5 Al-Rudud .................................................................... 216 

4.6.7.6 Sufism ......................................................................... 217 
4.6.7.7 Ethics (Akhlaq) ........................................................... 217 

4.6.7.8 History ........................................................................ 217 
4.6.7.9 Philosophy .................................................................. 218 

4.6.7.10 Logic (Mantiq) .......................................................... 218 
4.6.7.11 Poetry........................................................................ 219 

4.6.7.12 Medicine ................................................................... 220 
4.6.7.13 Maths (Matematik - Hesap) ....................................... 221 

4.6.7.14 Engineering ............................................................... 222 
4.6.7.15 Astronomy (َعلم الفَلك) ..................................................... 222 

4.6.8 Science Centres and Scholars Not Mentioned by Çelebi ............ 223 
4.7 Conclusion .......................................................................................... 226 

CHAPTER FIVE: THE KURDS’ SOCIO-CULTURAL AND 

ECONOMIC ADVANCEMENT DURING THE OTTOMAN 

ADMINISTRATION IN KURDISTAN ............................................................ 228 

5.1 Kurdish Language ............................................................................... 228 
5.2 Economy ............................................................................................ 243 



xii 

5.2.1 Bazaars and Caravanserais ........................................................ 243 

5.2.2 Hunting ..................................................................................... 244 
5.2.3 Agriculture ................................................................................ 245 

5.2.4 Farming ..................................................................................... 247 
5.2.5 Trade ......................................................................................... 248 

5.2.6 Metalwork ................................................................................. 249 
5.3 Kurdish Cuisine .................................................................................. 249 

5.4 Hammams .......................................................................................... 251 
5.5 Kurdish Clothes .................................................................................. 253 

5.5.1 Men’s Clothing ......................................................................... 254 
5.5.2 Women’s Clothing .................................................................... 255 

5.6 Sports and Entertainment .................................................................... 256 
5.7 Music and Arts ................................................................................... 256 

5.8 Weapons in Kurdistan ......................................................................... 258 
5.9 Conclusion .......................................................................................... 258 

CHAPTER SIX: CONCLUSION...................................................................... 259 

6.1 Research Findings ............................................................................... 259 

6.2 Future Research Directions ................................................................. 263 

BIBLIOGRAPHY .............................................................................................. 265 

PRIMARY SOURCES ............................................................................. 265 
Manuscripts .............................................................................................. 265 

Archives ................................................................................................... 265 
SECONDARY SOURCES ....................................................................... 268 

Monographs .............................................................................................. 268 
Theses ...................................................................................................... 281 

Journals .................................................................................................... 283 
Encyclopaedias ......................................................................................... 285 

Dictionary ................................................................................................. 286 
Websıtes ................................................................................................... 287 

 

 

 



xiii 

LIST OF TABLES 

Table No.                Page No. 

 

Table 1. Income of Livas 138 

Table 2. Annual incomes of Mosul Sanjaks 149 

Table 3. Sanjaks and incomes by Akçe 159 

Table 4. Priests resident in Erbil 186 

Table 5. Numbers in Kurdish-Sorani dialect and Ottoman Turkish 231 

Table 6. Translitaration and translation 237 

Table 7. Translation and transliteration of Sorani Kurdish in Seyahatname 325 

Table 8. Selection of Çelebi’s translations from Kurdish to Turkish in 

Diyarbakir 239 

Table 9. Terms in Kurdish, Turkish, and English 242 

 



xiv 

LIST OF FIGURES 

Figure No.                Page No. 

 

Figure 1. Map of Kurdistan according to Sherefname 288 

Figure 2. Map of Kurdish inhabited areas at the beginning of Islam 289 

Figure 3. Map of the Rawaddi border 290 

Figure 4. Map of the Hasnawayhi border 291 

Figure 5. Map of the Merwani border 292 

Figure 6. Map of the ʿAnnazi border 293 

Figure 7. Map of the Hazbani border 294 

Figure 8. Map of the Shaddadi border 295 

Figure 9. Map of Mosul drawn by Nupur which shows the city’s gates, 

mosques and churches 296 

Figure 10. Map of the Imadiyye fortress 297 

Figure 11. Palace of emir of Bahdinan 298 

Figure 12. Map of Imadiyye Government. 299 

Figure 13. Reuins of Duhok castle wall 300 

Figure 14. Ruins of Duhok castle 301 

Figure 15. Erbil castle and minaret 302 

Figure 16. Map drawn by Niebuhr  303 

Figure 17. Erbil minaret, present day. 304 

Figure 18. Layout plan of the mosque. 305 

Figure 19. Landscaoe of mosques in Mosul. 306 

Figure 20. Layout plan of Mujahid Qaymazi Mosque. 307 

Figure 21. Minaret of the Ulu Camii in Imadiyye. 308 

Figure 22. Location of mosque alongside castle. 309 



xv 

Figure 23. Copy of letter. 310 

Figure 24. Jewish tomb in Imadiyye. 311 

Figure 25. Pages of Jliwe and Mashafa Resh books. 312 

Figure 26. Tomb of Sheikh ʿAdi. 313 

Figure 27. Layout plan of Nebi Yunus College 314 

Figure 28. Layout plan of Nebi Cercis College. 315 

Figure 29. Old-style of Zebar gate. 316 

Figure 30. Remnants of the Madrasah Melik İzdin (Melik İzzeddîn). 317 

Figure 31. Photos of the Qobahan Madrasah. 318 

Figure 32. Layout plan of the Qobahan Madrasah. 319 

Figure 33. the Table 9. Translation and transliteration of Sorani Kurdish in 

Seyahatname. 319 

Figure 34. the whole of poem 319 

Figure 35. Portrait of Kurdish prince’s clothes. 327 

Figure 36. Portrait by Clodeos Jemis Reech showing Kurdish clothes 328 

 

 

APPENDIX: EVLIYA ÇELEBI’S MANUSCRIPT AND ITS 

TRANSLITERATION ABOUT KURDS AND KURDISTAN 329 

 



16 

CHAPTER ONE  

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY  

The Kurds are an ancient Indo-European people inhabiting the region of 

Greater Kurdistan in West Asia. Located at the cross-roads of global history, Kurds 

and Kurdistan have always been of interest to regional and world powers in terms of 

religion, education, economy, politics, and culture. The first historical records of 

Kurdistan are Sumerian references to the region from around 3000 BC, referring to 

“The land of Karda”. Inhabiting a large and mountainous realm, Kurds have generally 

been relatively aloof from the fluctuations in major empires.1 However, at one time or 

another in their early history, some or all of them came under the dominance of the 

Subari, the Lulubi, the Assyrians, and the Medians.2 After the collapse of the paleo-

Kurdish state known as the Media Empire, the Parthians and Romans variously held 

nominal sway over Kurdish areas (mainly in modern Iraq, Iran, Syria, and Turkey) 

until the Muslim conquest (Futuhat) of Iraq, the Levant, and Persia. Most Kurds then 

embraced Islam, and Kurdistan became a bulwark of staunch warriors defending the 

Muslim caliphate from the Christian Byzantine Empire and its allies.3  

In the sixteenth century, during the height of Ottoman expansion, most of 

Kurdistan was incorporated into the Ottoman Empire, with a small enclave coming 

under the sway of the new Safavid dynasty (est. 1501) in Persia. Both empires were in 

 
1 Barbara Robson, Iraqi Kurds–their history and culture, (Washington DC: the refuge service center, 

1996), 7. 
2 Mohammed Amin Zeki Beg, Khulaṣa-i Tarikhi Kurd u Kurdistan (A Brief History of Kurds and 

Kurdistan), (Baghdad: Dar al-Shuʾun al- S̱aqafa ʿama, 2005), 58-69. 
3 Mohammed Mardokhi Kurdistani, Mejuy Kurd u Kurdistan (The history of Kurd and Kurdistan), 

translated by Mohammed Karim Mohammed Saʿed, (Suleimani: Chwarchra Press, 2007), 61-69. 
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competition over Kurdish-populated areas, but the Ottomans were more successful 

negotiators, and an influential group of Kurdish notables opted to join the expanding 

empire. The level of autonomy granted to local Kurdish notables varied according to 

place and time, but the salient feature of political administration in the Kurdistan 

region was an understanding that they were engaged in a mutually beneficial 

arrangement with the Ottoman state, whereby the Ottomans would gain suzerainty 

over the land and loyalty of Kurdish chiefs and notables, and the latter would be 

assured a wide measure of local authority. While this arrangement was mostly 

satisfactory to Kurdish notables, it does not seem to have significantly changed 

conditions on the ground for the average Kurdish peasant or nomad, who largely 

continued to live under their Aghas and Sheikhs as they had for centuries. With the 

military campaigns in the region more or less over, they benefitted from the general 

advantages of increased peace, security, and stability that the new arrangement 

brought to the region, and its economic development.4  

The region was largely unknown to Europeans during the middle ages, but by 

the time of the Ottoman ascendancy travellers had begun visiting from Western 

countries, including traders and Christian missionaries, who were often engaged in 

various forms of espionage. Similarly, Ottoman travellers frequented these areas for 

the purposes of travel and formal state duties. One of the most important Ottoman 

visitors was Evliya Çelebi (1611-1684), 5 who came to Kurdistan three times (in 1646, 

1649, 1655) and dedicated the whole volume four of his a ten-volume travel book 

entitled Seyahatname, to Kurdistan. In this volume he gives details of his sojourn in 

 
4 Janet Klein, the Kurds History, Religion, Language, Politics (Vienna: Austrian Federal Ministry of the 

Interior, 2015), 8-9. 
5 “Evliya” means a pious person or saint, and “Çelebi” means a gentleman; both words are honorific 

titles. This study generally uses the latter to refer to Evliya Çelebi. Bzhar Othman Ahmed, Kurdistan la 

Seyahatname-i Evliya Çelebi da–Bashi Yakam: Bashuri Kurdistan (Kurdistan in the Seyahatname of 

Evliya Çelebi - first section: south of Kurdistan). (Suleimaniyah: Sara Press, 2019), 111. 
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Kurdistan, including key cities such as Erbil, Kirkuk, Zakho, Shahrizor, Diyarbakir, 

Van, Mardin, and Emdiyah, which he visited during the period 1655-1666. Evliya 

Çelebi paid attention to the Kurds’ history, science, administration, religious lives, and 

contribution to Ottoman administration. He extensively described the period extending 

from the beginning of Islamic rule in Kurdistan until the rule of Sultan Murat IV 

(r.1623-1640).   

Çelebi narrated important information about the Kurds’ daily lives, economic 

activities (i.e. trade and agriculture), religious beliefs and practises, languages, foods, 

social and cultural lives, mosques, palaces, hammams, madrasahs, and antiquities. He 

also gave bibliographical information on Kurdish scholars from different branches of 

knowledge, and described the educational set-up. He undertook some linguistic 

analysis of different Kurdish dialects and lexicon. Çelebi met with the major Kurdish 

rulers of that period and explained the structures of their administration. He also 

recorded information about relations between the Ottoman Empire and Kurdish 

chieftains, and their role in and contribution to Ottoman administration.6  

1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM  

Many studies have been written on Kurdish history during the rule of the 

Ottoman Empire in Kurdistan, and Ottoman-Kurdish relationships, which have cited 

Çelebi’s book. It is very instrumental to re-claim the history of Ottoman-Kurdish 

history, but the problem is that defective sources and politically motivated narratives 

cloud the exploration of this history. While many studies have recounted the role of 

the Kurds in Ottoman administration, most of them did not narrate Kurdish role in due 

 
6 Bzhar Othman Ahmed, “Evliya Çelebi Seyahatnamesi'ne göre Musul, Şehrizor ve İmâdiyye” (Musul, 

Shahrizor and Imadiyye According to Evliya Çelebi’s Travel Book), (M.A Thesis, University of 

Sakarya, 2017), v. 
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detail. Although, they have given information about the socio-politico-economic and 

cultural history of Kurds, their information is incomplete and insufficient because of 

not using original manuscripts of Evlya Çelebi and other new documents on Kurdish 

history which shed new light on the subject.  

Conversely, this study utilises all available sources to produce a more accurate 

and comparative narration on the subject, exploring Kurdish-Ottoman relations from 

Çelebi’s perspective in depth and Kurdish life during the Ottoman’s period according 

to Seyahatname. That is why this topic selected. 

1.3 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY  

This study is important firstly in revealing new knowledge about the history of 

the Kurds and Kurdistan during the classical Ottoman period, addressing the limited 

scope of existing studies.  

Secondly, this research discovers the role of Kurds in the administration and 

sheds new light on their place in Ottoman administration according to Çelebi’s 

Seyahatname, because existing studies on Ottoman-Kurdish relationships do not have 

comprehensive information.  

Thirdly, it solves some vagueness or historical contradictions, because many 

primary sources on Çelebi and the history of Kurds in the Ottoman Empire existing in 

the Ottoman archives have not been sufficiently scrutinized up to the present date. 

Therefore, this proposed research intends to address this negligence in the sufficient 

tapping of the archival sources and adopt a global approach in tackling that history 

through all of Kurdish history and that of Ottoman administration. Thus, it is very 

significant in filling the existing gaps in the studies on The Role of Kurds in the 

Ottoman provincial administration. 
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In addition, it offers a great contribution to the field of Ottoman and Kurdish 

studies, discussing the education and economic situations in Kurdistan during the 

Ottomans in the mid of 17th century by utilising extensive historical sources relative 

to Çelebi’s book, including eastern and western travellers’ accounts and Ottoman 

archival materials.  

Lastly, it reclaims the narrative of Kurdish civilizational development and 

socio-cultural and political greatness, taking a closer look at the role of the Kurds in 

Ottoman administration according to Çelebi’s Seyahatname, including Kurds in the 

Ottoman Empire outside of Kurdistan.  

1.4 RESEARCH QUESTIONS  

By focusing mainly on the role of Kurds in Ottoman administration according 

to Evliya Çelebi’s Seyahatname, the present work endeavours to answer the following 

questions:  

1. What was Evliya Çelebi’s contributuion in narrating the history of Kurds and 

Kurdistan in Seyahatname?  

2. How did Evliya Çelebi demonstrate the role of Kurds in political participation 

under Ottoman administration in Kurdistan? 

3. How did Evliya Çelebi recount the Kurdish religion and educational life under 

Ottoman administration in Kurdistan? 

4. How did Evliya Çelebi articulate the Kurdish socio-cultural and economic 

advancement during the Ottoman administration in Kurdistan?  
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1.5 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

With the hope of addressing the issue at hand to the best possible extent, the 

study aims to: 

1. Explore Evliya Çelebi’s contributions in narrating the history of Kurds and 

Kurdıstan in Seyahatname.  

2. Demonstrate the role of Kurds in political participation under Ottoman 

administration in Kurdistan. 

3. Recount the Kurdish religion and educational life under Ottoman 

administration in Kurdistan. 

4. Articulate Kurdish socio-cultural and economic advancement during the 

Ottoman administration in Kurdistan.  

1.6 LITERATURE REVIEW  

To study Kurdish role in Ottoman administration according to Çelebi’s 

Seyahatname, the research used different kinds of literature such as archival 

manuscripts, daily and monthly publications (such as journals, newspapers, and 

magazines), dictionaries, sourcebooks, encyclopaedias, books, research works, and 

academic theses.  

The first type of literature used in this research includes the documents found 

in the Ottoman archives in Turkey. The second category consists of a number of 

periodicals, scholarly journals, newspapers, and magazines which were issued in the 

Turkey and Kurdistan region of Iraq, such as Al-Mishkat magazine, Raparin 

University Journal, and the PESA International Journal of Social Studies. The third 

category consists of dictionaries, sourcebooks, the Sultan Suleiman Kanun-name 

(Law), and encyclopaedias, which are useful in giving information on Kurdish 
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emirates, personalities, and events. The last group of literature includes books, 

research works, and theses on the Kurds and Çelebi himself.  

This literature review is divided into three sub-sections. Section one reviews 

the history of the Kurds, Çelebi’s life, and his travelogue. Section two reviews the 

literature related to Kurds’ participation in Ottoman administration, and Kurdish 

scholars in the Ottoman Empire. The final section comprises the literature review 

related to Kurdish economic life and Kurdish culture in the Ottoman Empire 

according to Kurdish and Turkish scholars such as Mehmet Yaşar Ertaş, Khalil ʿAlī 

Murat, ʿImad Abdulselam, and others. It should be noted that several important new 

books have been published in this field, as adumbrated below.  

1.6.1 General Kurdish History and Evliya Çelebi’s Life 

The first thematic group consists of some different sources, for example the 

most important books in Kurdistan and Kurdish history written by Kurdish writers 

such as Mohammed Amin Zeki Beg’s Khulaṣa-i Tarikhi Kurd u Kurdistan (A Brief 

History of Kurds and Kurdistan).7 Despite mentioning a lot of important information, 

Zeki Beg did not use conventional academic methods in writing this book, merely 

narrating a chronology of information about Kurdish history to the present. While it is 

a good rudimentary source to introduce Kurds and Kurdistan, presenting an outline of 

Kurdish history from the earliest times to the twentieth century, his information about 

Kurds and Kurdistan is narrow and insufficient. This research will show Kurdish 

history and Kurdistan geography in detail with reference to travellers’ accounts.  

Another book on this topic has written by Eastern and Western writers using 

different methods to discuss the history of Kurds and the geography of Kurdistan. 

 
7 Mohammed Amin Zeki Beg, Khulaṣa-i Tarikh-i Kurd u Kurdistan (A Brief History of Kurd and 

Kurdistan), (Baghdad: Dar al-Shuʾun al-Thaqafa ʿama, 2005). 
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They commonly trace Kurdish history back to around 3000 BC. For example, 

Kreyenbroek and Sperl’s book The Kurds: A Contemporary Overview8 focused on 

qualitative approaches and interviews to discuss Kurdish history and geography. 

However, David Mcdowall’s study on the Kurds entitled Modern History of the 

Kurds9 uses a descriptive analytical approach and gives importance to the 

contemporary history of Kurds as well as their origin and original homeland, making 

it one of the best studies in Kurdish history.  

Arshak Safrastiyan’s book Kurd u Kurdistan (Kurds and Kurdistan)10 used 

qualitative approach dates Kurdish history back to 2500 BC, while Mohammed 

Mardokhi believes that Kurdish history goes back to the Guti state in around 3600 

BC.11 ʿOthman ʿAlī, a well-known Canadian expert on the Ottoman Empire and the 

history of Kurds, in his book Chand Lekolinawayak Darbaray Bzavi hawcharkhi Kurd 

(Some Studies of the contemporary Kurdish Movements)12 summarizes Kurdish 

history and geography of Kurdistan in the Ottoman Empire, using primary sources. 

However, these works do not discuss the history of Kurds in the Ottoman Empire in 

detail, which we deeply discussed in this study. 

Besides these general historical works, there are many studies done by Kurdish 

scholars to introduce the Kurdish national case to the world since 1990, using 

qualitative historical investigation and critical analysis, such as Al-Masʾalah al-

 
8 Philip Kreyenbroek & Stefan Sperl, the Kurds: A Contemporary Overview, (London: Routledge, 

1992).  
9 David Mcdowall, A modern history of the Kurds, third edition, (London: I.B.Tauris, 2004). 33-35. 
10 Arshak Safrastiyan, Kurd u Kurdistan (Kurds and Kurdistan), translated by Amin Shwan, (Erbil: 

Aras Press, 2005), 26. 
11 Kurdistani, 32-33. 
12 Othman Ali, Chand Lekolinawayak Darbaray Bzavi hawcharkhi Kurd (Some Studies of the 

contemporary Kurd’s Movements), (Suleiman: Rey New Press, 2010). 
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Kurdiyah : al-wahm wal Ḥaqiqah (The Kurd’s Case: Myth or Reality?)13 by Mazn 

Bilal, and Munzir Musli’s study Al-Ḥayat al-Siyasiyah wal Ḥizbiyah fi Kurdistan 

(Political and Partisan Life in Kurdistan)14 published in 1991. Moreover, Ḥamid 

Mahmoud Isa’s Al-mushkilah kurdiyah fi sharq al-Awṣat (The Kurdish Problem in the 

Middle East)15 and Mustapha Muslim’s Ṣafaḥat al-Mashriqah min al-Ta’rikh al-Kurd 

(Bright Pages from the Kurdish History)16 are comprehensive studies to introduce it to 

us Kurdistan’s borders, and discuss the history of the Mad, Mitanni, Gutty, Loulubi, 

and Ayybuid dynasties.  

The most important study about Çelebi’s history is Robert Dankoff’s An 

Ottoman Mentality: The World of Evliya Evliya Çelebi,17 based on historical and 

biographical studies. He discussed Çelebi’s life from birth until death, Seyahatname, 

and Çelebi’s strategies of travelling. It is a comprehensive study on Çelebi’s history 

and his role in the Ottoman Empire. In addition, the author focused on many secret 

aspects of Çelebi’s life. He believes that Çelebi’s death was in 1683, concurring with 

Mohammed Akbaş,18 but some Turkish scholars believe he died in 1682 in Egypt.19 In 

a seminal article written by Martin van Bruinessen on Çelebi’s life and his travels in 

Kurdistan, Kurdistan in the 16th and 17th Centuries, as Reflected in Evliya Çelebi's 

 
13 Mazn Bilal, Al-Masʾalah al-Kurdiyah: al-Wahm wal Ḥaqiqah (The Kurd’s Case: Myth or Reality?), 

(Beirut: Baylisan lilnasher wal tawziʿ, 1993). 
14 Munzir Musli, Al-Ḥayat al-Siyasiyah wal Ḥizbiyah fi Kurdistan (Political and Partisan Life in 

Kurdistan), London: Riyadh al-Raʾis lil kitub wal nasher, 1993). 
15 Ḥamid Mahmoud Isa, Al-Mushkilah kurdiyah fi Sharq al-Awṣat (The Kurdish Problem in the Middle 

East), (Qahira: Maktabah Madbuli, 1992). 
16 Mustapha Muslim, Ṣafaḥat al-Mashriqah min al-Ta’rikh al-Kurd (Bright Pages of the Kurdish 

History), (Al-Riyaż: Iṣdarat jamʿiyah ʿUlamaʾ Kurdistan, 1991). 
17 Robert Dankoff, An Ottoman Mentality: The World of Evliya Evliya Çelebi, second edition, 

(Netherlands, Brill, 2006), 6.  
18 Mehmet Akbaş, “Evliya Çelebi’nin gözüyle Kürtler ve Kürdistan” (Kurds and Kurdistan in Evliya 

Çelebi’s eyes), Journal of Artuklu Academia, isuue: 2(1), (2015), 2 
19 Ülkü Elik Şavk, Sorulara Evliya Çelebi İnsanlık Tarihine Yön Veren 20 Kişiden Biri (Evliya Çelebi 

is one of 20 people who have directed Influence on the History of Humanity), (Ankara: Hacettepe 

Üniversitesi Türkiyat Araştırmaları Enistütüsü, 2011), 15. 
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Seyahatname.20 His approach is more focused on historical comparative analysis. 

Martin spent a long time in Kurdistan and he presents a good comparative study 

between his information and that of Emir Sherefḫan on Kurdistan. However, another 

book entitled Evliya Çelebi in Diyarbakır21 written by Martin Van Bruinessen and 

Hendrik Boeschoten discusses Diyarbakir according to Çelebi’s travel book also gives 

very important information on Çelebi’s life and reasons of his travels to Diyarbakir, 

but the authors did not mentioned Çelebi’s life in the whole of Kurdistan.  

A conference was organized in 2011 on Çelebi’s 400th birth anniversary, 

Doğumunun 400. Yılında Uluslararası Evliya Çelebi Sempozyumu (International 

Evliya Çelebi Symposium on the 400th Anniversary of His Birth). The conference 

papers were subsequently published in the form of a book.22 However, while the 40 

papers presented during the conference from different countries discussed Çelebi’s life 

in detail, there was no paper focused on his time in Kurdistan, possibly due to the 

political sensitivity of Kurdish issues. While Evliya spent more than eleven years in 

Kurdistan and provided a fourth volume about his life there. The thesis discusses 

Çelebi’s life in Kurdistan and defines the book of travel (Seyahatname) in detail. 

However, it will also discuss the history of Kurdistan from ancient times to Çelebi’s 

time, as well as the geography of Kurdistan in the Near East.  

1.6.2 Kurdish Participation in Ottoman Administration 

The second section speaks in details about Kurds’ participation in Ottoman 

administration, and the role of Kurdish scholars in the Ottoman Empire. There are 

 
20 Martin Van Bruinessen, Kurdistan in the 16th and 17th Centuries, as Reflected in Evliya Çelebi's 

Seyahatname, The Journal of Kurdish Studies, issue 3, (2000). 
21 Martin Van Bruinessen & Hendrik Boeschoten, Evliya Çelebi’in Diyarbakır, (Leiden: Brill, 1988). 
22 Yusuf Akçay, Doğumunun 400. Yılında Uluslararası Evliya Çelebi Sempozyumu (International 

Evliya Çelebi Symposium on the 400th anniversary of His Birth), (Istanbul: İstanbul Gelişim 

Üniversitesi Yayınları, 2012). 


