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ABSTRACT

This research seeks to identify the characteristics of Jews and Christians based on the
verses of the Holy Qur’an. The study found that some of those verses indicate that the
Christians believe in Allah s.w.t and what has been revealed to Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him) and to their Prophet ‘Isa' (peace be upon him). Other verses
show that they do not believe in Allah as He wants, and what He revealed to Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him). This thesis acknowledges that some verses say
Allah granted to the Jews what He had not granted to anyone else in the world,” He
Himself says, He has chosen as the best Ummah (people) the Ummah of Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him).> Sometimes it seems to the readers of the Qur’an
that the Christians and the Jews are the same* and sometimes it is like Christians are
closer to Muslims than the Jews. Moreover, the Christians seem to be better than the
Muslims to readers of the Qur’an sometimes. Hence, there appear some contradictions
in the Qur’anic verses, which might lead the readers to confusion over the Holy
Qur’an. In conjunction, this paper aims to clarify the contradictions among the
Qur’anic verses regarding Jewish and Christian characteristics using descriptive and
analytical methods. This research is firmly to be just to those who have good
characteristics to testify them as good and who are not good, to testify them as not
good according to the Qur’anic verses. On top of that, this research contributes to
building a peaceful religious co-existence among multi-religious societies. The most
significant finding of this research is that there is no conflict within the Qur’anic
verses concerning the characteristics of Jews and Christians. However, what appear
here, as conflicts and contradictions among Qur’anic verses, are merely literal. Not all
Jews and Christians have bad characteristics; rather, according to the Qur’an, there are
some Jews and Christians who have good manners. The findings of the paper will
tremendously fulfill its objectives and contribute to generating a peaceful religious co-
existence among Muslims, Jews and Christians.

!'See: Qur’an, Ali ‘Imran: 199
% See: Qur’an, al-Ma’idah: 20

? See: Qur’an, Ali ‘Imréan: 110
* See: Qur’an, al- Baqarah: 113
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

The Almighty God has created mankind from a male (Adam A.S) and a female
(Hawwa’ A.S) and made them into nations and tribes that they may know each other.'
From this very outset of the human creation, they were one Ummah.” By the different
time, for the different nation, He sent down so many messengers to guide them by His
revelation.” But, some of them were rightly guided and some others denied and went
astray because they accepted devils as Guardians instead of the Almighty God and
thought they are guided.* On top of that, some nations they took their messenger as
God’ or son of God® even though the messenger tried a lot to teach them that he was
the slave of God, not God Himself. The Almighty God has revealed only one religion
that is Is/lam (submission of all human desires to the Almighty God) and people are
the ones who made it divided into so many religions by changing its name like
Judaism, Christianity and so on. The Almighty God says in the Qur’an: “Indeed this,
your religion, is one religion, and I am your Lord, so worship Me, and [yet] they
divided their affair among themselves, [but] all to Us will return.”’ “Not only the
division among them, but also they argue to prove false each other.” The Almighty
God mentions in the Qur’an: “The Jews say the Christians have nothing [true] to

stand on, and the Christians say, the Jews have nothing to stand on, although they

' See: Qur’an, al- Hujurat: 13
% See: Qur’an, al-Anbiya’: 92
? See: Qur’an, al-Nahl: 36

* See: Qur’an, al-A’raf: 30

* See: Qur’an, al-Ma’idah: 17
® See: Qur’an, al- Tawbah: 30
" Qur’an, al-Anbiya: 92, 93



[both] recite the Scripture. Thus the polytheists speak the same as their words.” “But
Allah will judge between them on the Day of Resurrection concerning that over which
they used to differ.”® Sometimes, the Qur’an portrays the Jews and the Christians that
they are the same and sometimes shows that they are different. For example, the
Almighty God mentions in the Qur’an: “You will surely find the most intense of the
people in animosity toward the believers [to be] the Jews and those who associate
others with Allah; and you will find the nearest of them in affection to the believers
those who say, We are Christians. That is because among them are priests and monks
and because they are not arrogant.” So, this research intends to explore how the
Qur’an portrays the Jews and the Christians and what are their characteristics and
what are the similarities and differences between them.

This research will explore the characteristics of Jews and Christians in terms of
their belief, worship and attitude based on two books of tafdsirs respectively, (1)
Jami* al-Bayan fi Ta'wil Ay al-Qur’an'’ well-known as al-Tafsir al-Tabari, by
Muhammad ibn Jarir Abu Ja‘far al-Tabari and (2) Tafhim al-Qur ‘an’! by Sayyid Abul
A‘la Mawdudi. Along with these, historical and religious contemporary studies in the
form of books, articles and academic thesis on Judaism, Christianity and Islam will be

extensively reviewed.

1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

There are some verses in the Qur’an that indicate the Jews and the Christians believe

in Allah and believe in what has been revealed to Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon

¥ Qur’an, al-Baqarah: 113

? Qur’an, al-Ma’idah: 82

' Muhammad ibn Jarir Aba Ja‘far al-Tabari, Jami‘al-Bayan fi Ta’wil al-Qur’dn, (London: Oxford
University Press, 1* edition, 1987)

"' Sayyid Abul A‘la Mawdadi, Towards understanding the Qur’an, English version. (London: The
Islamic Foudation,1993)



him), and what has been revealed to them'? and some other verses show that they do
not believe in Allah and what He has revealed to Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon
him)." In some places, the Qur’an says that there was a party who guided others in the
way of the truth and established justice in its light'* and in some other places, the
Qur’an says they misguided themselves and went astray.'” One verse says Allah
granted to the Jews what He had not granted to anyone else in the world,'® He Himself
says He has chosen the best for the Ummah (people) of Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him) and they are the best.'” Even, sometimes it seems to the readers of the
Qur’an that the Christians and the Jews are same'® and sometimes it is like Christians
are more close to Muslims than the Jews. For example Allah says: “Verily, you will
find the strongest among men in enmity to the believers (Muslims) the Jews and those
who are al-Mushrikin (disbelievers in oneness of Allah s.w.t) and you will find the
nearest in love to (Muslims) the believers those who say: “we are Christians.” “That
is because amongst them are Priests and Monks and they are not proud.”"

In another verse, Allah says: “And never will the Jews or the Christians
approve of you until you follow their religion.” “Say, “Indeed, the guidance of Allah
is the [only] guidance.” “If you were to follow their desires after what has come to
you of knowledge, you would have against Allah no protector or helper.””” So, it
sounds that the Qur’an sometimes praises the Jews and the Christians and sometimes
blames them. So, it gives some confusion and ambiguity which need further

clarification.

12 See: Qur’an, Ali ‘Imran:199
1 See: Qur’an, Ali ‘Imran:72

'* See: Qur’an, al-A’raf 7: 159
15 See: Qur’an, al-Fatihah: 7

' See: Qur’an, al-Ma’idah: 20
7 See: Qur’an, Ali ‘Imran: 110
'8 See: Qur’an, al- Bagarah: 113
' Qur’an, al-Ma’idah: 82

? Qur’an, al- Bagqarah: 120



Some researches and articles have discussed the characteristics of Jews and

Christians, but they neither discussed these characteristics with proper explanation nor

presented these characteristics in a comprehensive way as mentioned in the Qur’an.

Hence, this research aims to clarify how they are and whether the Jews and the

Christians are same or not in terms of their belief, worship and akhlagq.

1.3 RESEARCH QUESTIONS

1.

2.

Who are the Jews and Christians?

What are the characteristics of Jews as described and portrayed in the
Qur’an based on Jami al-Bayan fi Ta'wil Ay al-Qur’an and Tafhim al-
Qur’an?

What are the characteristics of Christians as described and discussed in the
Qur’an based on Jami al-Bayan fi Ta'wil Ay al-Qur’an and Tafhim al-
Qur’an?

What are the similarities and differences between the characteristics of

Jews and Christian?

1.4 RESEARCH OBJECTIVES

The study aimed to achieve the following objectives:

1.

2.

To explore the history of Jews and Christians

To study the characteristics of Jews as mentioned in the Qur’an based on
above mentioned two Tafasir (exegeses).

To explore the characteristics of Christians as described and discussed in

the Qur’an based on above mentioned two Tafasir.



4. To identify the similarities and differences between the characteristics of

Jews and Christians

1.5 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

Currently, Muslims are facing problems in dealing with the Jews and the Christians.
Really, they are confused that whether the Jews as a whole and the Christians as a
whole nation are either their enemies or some are enemies. Supposedly, in the time of
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), if all of them were bad, how the number of
Muslims tremendously increased? And yet that number was not decreasing but rapidly
increasing. The Question is who are those who embrace Islam every day. So, it is
observable that some people are fighting against the Muslims and some others accept
Islam. Therefore, people must know and understand who are good and who are not?
Especially, people must know that what the Qur’an informs them about that. Are the
Christians and Jews are foes of Muslims or friends? This is not only to the Muslims,
but also among themselves, so that, they can come close to each other.

In other words, if they know their similarities then they can understand how
close they are. So, this research will be the comprehensive source to know about the
characteristics of Jews and Christians and to know similarities and differences
between them according to the Qur’an. In addition, it will explore innovative
characteristics of Jews and Christians to make closer who deserve to be close and
draw strategies to improve those who need improvement. Thus the Muslim
community can achieve their goal to worship Allah peacefully and develop the
condition of humanity to be the best. So, according to the researcher, this research will

be absolutely current enough and important.



1.6 LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

The study sample was limited to the characteristics of Jews and Christians that are
mentioned in the Qur’an. This study was confined to using a descriptive and analytical
method to find out the similarities and the differences between them, additionally,
comparing their relationship with Islam and Muslims.

The scope of the study was confined to the famous two Tafasir; namely Jami*
al-Bayan fi Ta'wil Ay al-Qur’an and Tafhim al-Qur’dan. The subjects of the study
comprise of all characteristics of Jews and Christians, which are stated in the Holy

Qur’an.

1.7 METHODOLOGY OF THIS RESEARCH

Descriptive, analytical and comparative methods will be applied in this research:

1- Descriptive method: Descriptive method will be used in chapter two and
chapter three where the characteristics of Jews and Christians will be
illustrated.

2- Analytical and Comparative method: Analytical and comparative
method will be applied in chapter four where the similarities and
differences between the characteristics of Jews and Christians and
viewpoints of scholars on that will be analyzed and compared.

Therefore, this research involves basically the tools of library research to

obtain the necessary information and required data. The above-mentioned two tafasir
and the available books, journals, seminar papers, academic thesis and other written

materials will also be used.



1.8 LITERATURE REVIEW

There are some books and articles partially discussed this topic. This proposal
includes the review of those books, articles and academic theses.

Al-Jawab al Sahih liman baddala din al-Masih®' is a book written by Ibn
Taymiyyah. In this book, he responded the questions raised by John Paul. He provided
almost all weaknesses of their belief, deeds and worship and answered all that
questions and proved that Islam is the best religion, religion of truth and reality and its
prophet is the trustful and trustworthy one. On the other hand, although his book is
unparalleled in the comparative religion domain, he quoted so many Quranic verses
that talk about the position of Jesus (peace be upon him) and Mary (peace be upon
her) in the light of Islam but there are so many verses that shine their characteristics,
he has not included.

Rahmatullah Hindi** in his book Izhdr al-Haqq™ deeply evaluated the
Christian fake belief in trinity, Jesus son of God and he proved that there are so many
distortions, misinterpretations and falsifications in the Old Testament and New
Testament. He clearly stated the self-contradictory quotations in that. In contrary, he
defended the misconceptions of Christians about our Holy Quran, Islam and its
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). In his hard struggle, he presented many
characteristics of Christians but mostly all these are nugatory.

Mugaranat al-Adyan* is a book written by Ahmad Shalabi.> This book is

divided into four parts. The first part is talking about Judaism, second part is

I Abul ‘Abbas Taqiyyuddin Ahmad ibn ‘Abdul Halim ibnu Taymiyyah al-Harrani, al-Jawab al Sahih
liman baddala din al-Masih, (al-Riyad: Dar al-* Asimah, 2" edition, 1999)

2 Maulana M. Rahmatullah Kairanvi is an Indian Muslim scholar; born in 1964.

M. Rahmatullah Kairanvi, Izhar-ul-Hagq, translated by Muhammad Wali Raazi (London: Ta-Ha
Publishers Ltd, 1989)

2 Ahmad Shalabi, Mugdranat al-Adydn, (al-Qahirah: Maktabat al-Nahdah al- Misriyyah, 8" edition,
1988)



discussing the Christianity, third part is presenting the Islam and in the fourth part he
has included Hinduism, Buddhism and so on. After a deep study, it is found that there
are so many characteristics of both Jews and Christians he left.

Jesus in Islam and Christianity with special reference to Sayyid Abul A’la
Mawdidi’s Tafhim al-Qur’an®® is a master’s thesis. The researcher in his study
explains Sayyid Mawdudi’s approach to Christianity and he raises the question about
authentication of the Gospels and their corruption in the first chapter. In the second
chapter, he talks about the miraculous birth of Prophet Jesus (peace be upon him), the
condition of Jews during his time and some other arguments. In chapter three, he
focuses on the Christian claims about Prophet Jesus prophethood and divinity,
relationship between the teachings of Jesus (peace be upon him) and Taorah, the
doctrine of Trinity in the context of Muslim understanding and also diverse Christian
understanding of their concept. Finally, he examines the Christian doctrines of
crucifixion, death, burial and resurrection from a Muslim perspective. He proved that
how far the Christian today deviated from their tradition. But he could not able to
include all the characteristics of Jews as mentioned in the authentic Qur’an.

Charles K. Rowley”’ and Jennis Taylor®® in the article The Israel and Palestine
land settlement problem, 1948-2005: An analytical history® investigated the root
cause of Israel-Palestine war and its related solutions from both religious and political

view. A complete geographical picture of the region of Middle East, which is known

» Dr. Ahmad Shalabi was lecturer of Islamic History & Islamic civilization, Department of Dar al-
‘Uliim, Cairo University.

2% Md. Yousuf ‘Ali, Jesus in Islam and Christianity with special reference to Sayyid Abul A’ld
Mawdudi’s Tafhim al-Qur’an. (An unpublished Master’s thesis, Department of Usil al-Din and
Comparative Religion. KIRKHS. ITUM, 1994).

7 Charles K. Rowley, Duncan Black Professor of Economics and Director of the Program in
Economics, Politics and the Law at George Mason University & General Director of The Locke
Institute, Fairfax, Virginia.

*¥ Jennis Taylor, Program in Economics, Politics and the Law, George Mason University, Virginia.

*’ Charles K. Rowley and Jennis Taylor, “The Israel and Palestine land settlement problem, 1948-2005:
An analytical history” (2006) v.128, Public Choice, pp.77-90.



as “holy land” for its importance to three fundamental religious groups — Christian,
Muslim and Jewish, has been drawn. A comprehensive study on the history of
political contribution and related international affairs, which gave birth to Israeli
nation, also has been done. Both authors accused the Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him), the Qur’an, Islamic Fundamentalists and Arabian conservative Law. Thus,
the most of the writers are inclined to their perspective.

Christoph Benn and Adnan A. Hyder in their articles, Equity and Resource
Allocation in Health Care: Dialogue between Islam and Christianity® focused the
quality of equity and justice in both Islam and Christianity. They discussed Islamic
culture creates a space of strong relationship between the members of a society by
brotherhood and equal rights and responsibilities, which are well defined in its
original philosophy. Clear statements about distribution of wealth, which is obtained
from war or without battle, are found in the Qur’an. Moreover, an integrated
approach of humanity and wealth distribution in the form of zakat and charity makes a
clear contribution of Islam in equality. The most important thing in Islamic
philosophy is the importance of individual and collective action in parallel. On the
other hand, in Christianity, equality is not well defined theoretically but an insight can
be obtained from the term “justice” in theological manner. It also describes person to
person relationship in the form of “love”, which prevents “justice” from becoming
only a mechanical process. From the analysis of Jesus life, it is found that, people
cured by him was not only confined in the physical perspective but also in
psychological and spiritual sense. Notations about the relationship between sick

person and the healer are found in both religious scriptures. They only talked about

% Christoph Benn and Adnan A. Hyder, “Equity and resource allocation in health care: Dialogue
between Islam and Christianity”, Med Health Care and Philos, vol.5, no. 2 (2002): 109



how Islam and the Christianity can solve the health problem by sharing their wealth,
peace and tranquility with each other among themselves.

Sekou Toure in his thesis entitled al-Nasraniyyah fi al-khitab al-Qur’ani:
Dirdsah li Ardi al-Imam al-Razi®" (Christianity in the Qur’anic Discourse: A study of
Imam al Razi’s Thought) pointed out the characteristics of modesty, affection, mercy,
cordiality, friendly feeling, faithfulness, immorality, denying the truth and so on so
forth. But there are also other qualities like acceptance of truth, soft hearted, tearful
and desiring longer life and so on.

As the researcher has studied the two Tafdsir (exegeses) which are mentioned
in the introduction, he has found one of the Mufassirtin pointed out the characteristics
of Jews and Christians from which some are complicated that need much more

explanation and another one discussed about the characteristics shortly.

*! Sekou Marafa Toure, al-Nasraniyyah fi al-khitab al-Qur’ani: Dirdsah li Ardi al-Imam al-Rdzi. (An
unpublished Master’s thesis, Department of Usill al-Din and Comparative Religion. KIRKHS. 1TUM,
2010).
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CHAPTER TWO

A BRIEF HISTORY OF JUDAISM AND CHRISTIANITY

2.1 A BRIEF HISTORY OF JUDAISM
2.1.1 Introduction

According to Dr. Mani‘ bin Hammad al-Juhani, Judaism is an ancient monotheistic
Hebrew religion; as known as Jews (al-Asbat, bni Isra’il) the children of Prophet
Ya‘qib, to whom Allah s.w.t sent down Miisa (peace be upon him) with the Tawrah
as its foundational text (part of the larger text known as the Tanakh or Hebrew Bible).
There was a man named Yahiidha; son of Ya‘qiib (peace be upon him); relating to
whom, the Jews named themselves as “Yahudiyyah” (Jews). Here, in the thesis,
specifically the people of Miisa (peace be upon him) are the J ews.'

Muhammad Diyaur Rahman al-A‘zami started the history of Judaism a one-
step earlier than others. He began from the tribe al-Ki‘aniyytn; the children of Kin‘an
ibn Ham ibn Nuh (peace be upon him). In the year 1300 BC, they migrated from Arab
peninsula to Palestine and established their culture and civilization. From that time,
the place was known as the Fertile Crescent” Ardu Kin‘an (the land of kin‘aniyytn)
the name which is mentioned again and again in Tawrah. He mentioned the long story
from that time until the year 1967 in which the Israelites started digging the whole

under Bayt al-Magdis and especially under the Qubbat al-Skhra’?

! Mani‘ bin Hammad al-Juhani, al-Mawsii’ah fi al-Adydn wa al-Madhahib wa al-Ahzab al- Mu‘dsirah,
ed 3 (al-Riyad: Dar al-Nadwah al-*Alamiyyah li al-tib’ah, 2003), Vol 1/495

? Fertile Crescent is a crescent-shaped region where the land is more fertile compared to other places. It
includes Syria, Lebanon, Palestine, Jordan, Iraq and some parts of Nile area.

? Al-A‘dami, Muhammad Diyaur Rahman, Dirdsat fi al yahiidiyyah wal Masihiyyah wa adyan al-Hind.
(First Edition). (al-Riyadh: Maktabatul Farazdak, 2003) pp. 39-42
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2.1.2 Famous Figures of Judaism

2.1.2.1 The Prophet Musa (peace be upon him)

His name is Miisa bin ‘Imran bin Qahith bin ‘Ariz bin Lawi bin Ya‘qib bin Ishaq bin
Ibrahim al-Khalil. His title was Kalimullah (the speaking man with Allah; the
interlocutor with the Creator). He was sent to Egypt as a Prophet in the year 1450

B.C.* He passed away in the field of 77A.”

2.1.2.2 The Prophet Harun (peace be upon him)

He was Prophet Miisa’s sibling following the same family tree as the Prophet Misa
(peace of both of them).® Actually, he was a testifier of the Miisa’s prophecy since he
was more eloquent than than the Prophet Misa is.” He was polite and humble in

dealing with Israelites.®

2.1.2.3 Yusa“ bin Nun (peace be upon him)

His full name was Yiasha‘ bin Nin bin Ifrathim bin Yasuf.” He was a strong boy who
was serving Prophet Misa (peace be upon him) carrying his belongings."® It is
mentioned in the book of Tafsir al-Wasit that he was one (Nagib) of the twelve
(Nugaba’) leaders of Israelites.'' He was the one who took over the responsibility
after Moses (peace be upon him) as Harlin (peace be upon him) passed away before

Prophet Miisa (peace be upon him).

* Sami bin ‘Abdullah, bin Ahmad al-Maghlath, Atlas Tarikh al-Anbiya’ wa al-Rusul. (al-Riyad:
Maktabat al-Abikan, 100 edition, 2009), p. 53.

> Ibid.

® Ibid.

7 See: Qur’an, al-Qasas: 34

¥ See: Qur’an, Taha: 90-94

® Abu ‘Abdullah Muhammad bin Ahmad bin Abii Bakr bin Farah al-Ansari al-khazraji shamsuddin al-
Qurtubi, al-Jami‘ li Ahkam al-Qur’an, (Saudi Arabia: Dar ‘Alami al-Kutub, 2003), 11/11.

12 See: Qur’an, al-Kahf: 60-61

""" Mohammad Sayyid Tantawi, al-Tafsir al-Wasit, (al-Qahirah: Dar al-Sa‘adah, 19), 1/1226.
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2.1.3 Scripture of the Jews
2.1.3.1 The Old Testament (Al-'Ahd al-Qadim)

The Old Testament: This is the Holy Book to both Jews and Christians. It is consisting
of two main streams; first, Tawrah, which can most specifically mean the first five
books that were known as the Books of Prophet Moses (Suhuf Misa)'’; the
Pentateuch. Second, the Books of the Prophets that classified into two kinds of Books;

the Books of the previous Prophets and the Books of the later Prophets. '

2.1.3.2 Other Scriptures

Al-Kitabat al-"Azimah: Al-Mazamtr, al-Zabur, al-Amthal, Amthalu Sulayman, Ayyiub.
Al-Majallat al-Khams: Nashidu al-Inshad, Ra‘ith, al-Marathi; Marathi Irmiya, al-
Jami‘ah, Astir.

The Books of Daniel, ‘Azra, Nahmiya, Akhbaru al-Ayyami al-Uwal, al-Ayyami al-

Thani.

2.1.3.3 Talmud

The Talmid (Hebrew: “instruction, learning”) is a central text of Rabbinic Judaism. It
is also traditionally referred to as Shas, a Hebrew abbreviation of shisha sedarim, the
“six orders”, a reference to the six orders of the Mishnah. The term “Talmud’
normally refers to the collection of writings named specifically the Babylonian
Talmud (Talmud Bavli), although there is also an earlier collection known as the
Jerusalem Talmud, or Palestinian Talmud (7almiud Yerushalmi). When referring to

post-biblical periods, namely those of the creation of the Talmud, the Talmudic

12 See: Qur’an, al-A‘la: al-Najm: 36
" Mani bin Hommad al-Juhani, al-Mawsii ‘ah fi al-Adyan wa al-Madhdhib wa al-Ahzab al- Mu‘asirah,
ed 3 (al-Riyad: Dar al-Nadwah al-‘Alamiyyah li al-tib’ah, 2003), 1/500.
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