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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to explore the concept of peaceful coexistence, its foundations,
components, and its role in safeguarding the nation, with a specific focus on the
perspective of the Islamic scholar Muhammad Quraish Shihab. The research
emphasized the significance of reinforcing the foundations of cultural understanding
and ethnic diversity as essential elements in achieving peaceful coexistence by
highlighting Shihab's stance on this sensitive issue. The researcher utilized an inductive
methodology, delving into all aspects of this topic within Shihab's interpretation of "Al-
Misbah." To achieve the intended goal, an analytical approach was employed to
comprehend, study, discuss, and categorize the concepts of peaceful coexistence and
their applications in Shihab's interpretation. The study reached several conclusions,
notably tolerance and mutual understanding between different religions and
communities that constitute a fundamental basis for building bridges and promoting
unity and tolerance in culturally diverse societies from Muhammad Quraish Shihab's
perspective. Moreover, the study found that understanding cultural diversity and mutual
respect among cultures and religions, particularly in Indonesia, serve as fundamental
bases for enhancing and safeguarding peaceful coexistence, mitigating ethnic
disruptions, and playing a crucial role in alleviating conflicts and fostering constructive
dialogue. Additionally, the research affirmed the significance of tolerance and mutual
understanding between religions as a cornerstone for achieving peaceful coexistence,
enhancing Islamic, and national unities, and strengthening social ties in culturally
diverse communities. Based on these findings, the study recommends fostering
understanding and tolerance between cultures and religions through improving
education, awareness and supporting cultural initiatives. Furthermore, it suggests
backing scientific research in this field and encouraging religious and academic leaders
to contribute promoting the message of peaceful coexistence and tolerance in culturally
diverse communities.
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40 M. Quraish Shihab, “Wasathiyyah, Wawasan Islam tentang Moderasi Beragama”, (Tangerang
Selatan: Lentera Hati, 2020), cetakan ke 2.

41 M. Quraish Shihab, “Toleransi: Ketuhanan, Kemanusiaan dan Keberagamaan”, (Tangerang Selatan:
Lentera Hati, 2022), cetakan 1.

42 M. Quraish Shihab, “Islam dan Kebangsaan: Tauhid, Kemanusiaan, dan Kewarganegaraan”,
(Tangerang Selatan: Lentera Hati, 2020), cetakan pertama.

4 M. Quraish Shihab, “Islam yang Saya Pahami: Keragaman itu Rahmat”, (Tangerang: Lentera Hati,
2019), cetakan ke 2.

4 M. Quraish Shihab, “Islam yang Disalahpahami: Menepis Prasangka, Mengikis Kekeliruan”,
(Tangerang: Lentera Hati), cetakan ke 2.

4 M. Quraish shihab, “Tafsir AI-Mishbah : Pesan, Kesan dan Keserasian Al-Quran”, (Tangerang:
Penerbit Lentera Hati,2021), edisi 2021, cetakan 1.
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