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ABSTRACT

Jainul Abideen is a scholar and founder of Tamil Nadu Tawhid Jamaat (TNTJ) which
has the largest number of followers among Tamil speaking Muslims in Tamil Nadu
and other parts of the world. He has translated and interpreted the Qur’an and Hadith
books. His views differ from the mainstream interpretations of well-established
scholars on various issues, such as sikr, evil eye, understanding of the Hadith, etc. He
gives fatawa on sihr and evil eye but they differ from other scholars. Although some
scholars of Tamil Nadu criticise his controversial views, it has drawn very little
research attention in the academia, and remained unstudied in India and beyond. This
thesis focuses on Jainul Abideen’s historical life and interpretations of the Qur’an and
Hadith on selected issues. Using analytical and critical methods, the study scrutinizes
the views of Jainul Abideen based on his booklets, public speeches, video tapes and
articles. In addition, the study has analysed the interpretations and views of the
pioneering scholars of Akl al-Sunnah wa al-Jama‘ah to compare the views of Jainul
Abideen. Thus, the researcher examines the differences between the views of Jainul
Abideen and the majority of scholars of Akl al-Sunnah wa al-Jamd‘ah. This study
notices that the arguments and views of Jainul Abideen on those selected issues are
similar to the views of Mu ‘tazilah, a controversial sect in the Islamic history.
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CHAPTER ONE
BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

1.1 INTRODUCTION

The Qur’an was revealed by Allah to mankind as a complete and comprehensive
guidance. It contains the essential teachings in relation to everything that human

beings require in their lives. Allah says,
§(A9) Ceakttl] (5235 g5 (5385 o3 J5d Ly ST e U

“And We have sent down to you the Book (the Qur’an) as an exposition
of everything, a guidance, a mercy, and glad tidings for those who have
submitted themselves (to Allah as Muslims)”! (Qur’an, 16: 89).

Not only Allah says that the Qur’an contains guidance for humanity but He

motivates them to ponder, reflect and contemplate on it as He says,

&~

§(v2) S Ky o7 iy B o) s sy

“(This 1s) a Book (the Qur’an) which We have sent down to you, full of
blessings that they may ponder over its Verses, and that men of
understanding may remember”*(Qur’an, 38: 29).

Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h) received the revelation from Allah and was

taught by Him its Bayan (Explanation) too. Allah declares,

0 2aalkss 2eds 06T aele Sl 2ak Vg G g B s 4%
(V) ot P 5 5 151870y 1S

“He it is Who sent among the unlettered ones a Messenger (Muhammad
p.b.u.h) from among themselves, reciting to them His Verses, purifying
them (from the filth of disbelief and polytheism), and teaching them the
Book (this Quran, Islamic laws and Islamic jurisprudence) and Al-
Hikmah (Al-Sunnah: legal ways, orders, acts of worship, etc. of Prophet

! Muhsin Khan, The Noble Qur’an (Riyadh: Darussalam Publishers, 1° edn.,2002) p. 306.
21bid., p. 527.



Muhammad p.b.u.h). And verily, they had been before in mainfest
error’ (al-Qur’an, 62: 2).

Thus, he was the best teacher to interpret and explain the Qur’an. After his
death, the Qur’an was interpreted by the Companions who carefully and meticulously
were following the methodology applied by the Prophet (p.b.u.h). It was continued by
successive generations which resulted in the rise of ilm al-Tafsir. Like Muslim
scholars of other countries, some scholars in Tamil Nadu too have made their
contributions in the field of interpretation of the Qur’an.

Tamil Nadu is a province which lies in the southern part of India and it is the
11th largest province in India in terms of area. It is the 7™ highly populated province
in India and the language of Tamil Nadu is Tamil which is one of the oldest languages
in the world. Some Tamil linguists even claim that it is a Semitic language. The total
population of Tamil Nadu, according to the 2011 census, is about 72 million* whereas
the Muslim population is around 4 million with approximately 6%° who speak Tamil
as their mother tongue.

Peer Muhammad Jainul Abideen, a Muslim scholar, popularly known as P.J
(henceforth, Jainul Abideen), is from Tamil Nadu. He graduated from Madrasah
Manba’ul Uloom, Koothanallur® in 1970 and worked as a lecturer in some traditional
traditional religious institutions in Tamil Nadu. He published booklets, monthly
magazines, articles, pamphlets and delivered public speeches. In 2005, he founded a

new da ‘wah organization named Tamil Nadu Tawhid Jama“‘at (T.N.T.J).

31bid., p. 651.

4 “Tamil Nadu Population 2011”7, Census 2011, <http://www.census2011.co.in/census/state/tamil+
nadu.html> (accessed 27 October, 2015).

> “Demographics of Tamil Nadu”, Wikipedia, <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demographics of
Tamil Nadu> (accessed 06 July, 2016).

¢ Name of the village in Tamil Nadu.


http://www.census2011.co.in/census/state/tamil+%20nadu.html
http://www.census2011.co.in/census/state/tamil+%20nadu.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demographics%20of_%20Tamil_Nadu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demographics%20of_%20Tamil_Nadu

In the beginning, he was straight-forward in the sense that he delivered
speeches to reform Tamil speaking Muslims from superstitious acts in the society.
Gradually, he moved on to interpret the Qur’an. His modality has been giving
speeches, writing books and calling for religious debates, mostly on ambiguous and
controversial issues. For example, when he stands for his opinion that there is no need
to pay zakah every year for a particular wealth, he interprets that the words “Give
zakat”” (Qur’an, 2: 110) in the Qu’ran indicates paying zakdh once in a lifetime, not
every year. He argues that when Allah orders us to give zakah without mentioning the
term and there is no single authentic hadith which directly emphasise on paying zakah
every year for a particular wealth, we should understand it as an order to pay it only
one time in the one’s whole life.*He refuses the explanations of the majority of the

scholars on this issue.

1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Many of Jainul Abideen’s interpretations of certain Qur’anic verses are quite
controversial and contradict the classical and modern tafasir. The methodology he
uses is different from the methodology of the well-established tafasir. The Members
of the organization of Jainul Abideen are spreading his interpretations to Tamil
speaking Muslims all over the world. On top of that, Jainul Abideen has given fatawa
based on his interpretations, for example, those who disagree with his view on the
concept of sihr are considered as mushrikun. Even if Imam Bukhari and Imam Muslim

were alive and believe in sihr, they would be considered as mushrikiin.’ Although

7 Muhsin Khan, The Noble Qur’an, p. 25.

8 Jainul Abideen, “Zakaat Oru Aaivu” (Zakah: A Study), Onlinepj, <http://www.onlinepj.com/
books/jakath-oru-ayvu/#.VzMowdJ971V> (accessed 11 May, 2016)

% Ismail Salafi answered for the view of Jainul Abideen and Abdul Nasar. Ismail Salafi presented their
video clip in which they expressed this view. “Jainul Abideen’s study which brings doubts in


http://www.onlinepj.com/%20books/jakath-oru-ayvu/#.VzMowdJ97IV
http://www.onlinepj.com/%20books/jakath-oru-ayvu/#.VzMowdJ97IV

many scholars in Tamil Nadu and other parts of the world have been criticizing his
views, not a single study has been conducted by them academically. That is why this
research analyzes the approach of Jainul Abideen in interpreting the Qur’an and
evaluates his approach based on the tafasir of Ibn Kathir, al-Tabari, al-Razi, al-

Qurtubi and other sources by established scholars.

1.3 RESEARCH QUESTIONS

The research attempts to answer the following questions:
1. Who is Jainul Abideen?
2. What is his approach in the interpretation of the Qur’an?
3. What are the pertinent views derived from his interpretations of Quranic
verses considered to be contradictory to the major Sunni Schools of

thought?

1.4 OBJECTIVES OF THE RESEARCH

The objectives of the research are:
1. To examine the life of Jainul Abideen.
2. To analyse the approach of Jainul Abideen in interpreting the Qur’anic
Verses.
3. To examine the differences between the views of Jainul Abideen and the
majority of scholars of Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jama ‘ah on selected Qur’anic

VErSes.

prophethood”, Youtube, <http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ALnUXG9GNEO>(accessed 17 October,
2016)


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ALnUXG9GNE0

1.5 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE RESEARCH

This study is a significant endeavour for Tamil-speaking Muslims to have a better
understanding of the controversial issues discussed by Muslim scholars. This study isl
also beneficial to the followers of Jainul Abideen so that they may rethink the fatawa
made by Jainul Abideen to avoid blindly following him although he has been credited
for his efforts to eradicate superstitious practices in the name of Islam and in his
efforts to do da‘wah to non-Muslims. Moreover, it is believed that this attempt is
helpful for Tamil-speaking Muslims to be aware of the misinterpretations of the

Qur’an.

1.6 SCOPE OF THE RESEARCH

Obviously, the controversial issues which Jainul Abideen discusses are many through
various tools of media. Hence, it would not be possible to investigate all of them
within the scope of this research. So, this research is confined to his explanations of a

few selected verses.

1.7 METHODOLOGY OF THE RESEARCH

The research follows a critical approach. The researcher presents a thorough critical
analysis of Jainul Abideen’s views and interpretations. This critical analysis is based
on his pamphlets, booklets, speeches, debates, CDs, and TV talks.

This research also conducts an analytical study upon the interpretations of
Jainul Abideen in selected Qur’anic verses in order to elucidate his methodology in
interpreting those verses.

To study the interpretations of famous scholars and mufassirin of Ahl al-

Sunnah wa al- Jama ‘ah, the researcher refers the renowned fafasir and compare them



with the interpretation of Jainul Abideen to disclose the discrepancies and

controversies of the latter.

1.8 LITERATURE REVIEW

It is notable that no one has comprehensively focused on this topic, but some scholars
have made great efforts through their books, theses, articles, public talks, debates, and
websites to counter-argue the views of Jainul Abideen.

There is one theses on zakah entitled “The Chennai Ttreatise on Annual
Payment of Zakah” '° written by Abii Ameenah Bilal Philips. The author highlights
two important chapters: 1. The obligation of zakdh. 2. The annual payment of zakah.
In the first chapter, the author explains the importance of paying zakdh. In the second
chapter, he emphasises on paying zakahevery year for a particular wealth based on
prophetic traditions. He explains the punishment given on those who do not pay
zakah. Abu Ameenah wrote that there is no scholar has given fatwah like Jainul
Abideen has issued through his organization about paying zakah one time is enough
for a particular wealth since the day zakdh was obligated among Muslims. As a result
of Abu Ameenah’s significant work, many Muslims started to contemplate the view of
Jainul Abideen in this issue. This research will discuss this matter in detail.
Furthermore, Abii Aminah’s work did not cover some other issues which are very
important to be discussed such as the views and approach of Jainul Abideen on the
verses of the Quran regarding sihr (magic), al-‘ain (evil eye) and etc. This research
will discuss them in depth.

There is an another theses about Jainul Abideen done by Mr. Arshad from

Tamil Nadu submitted to Periyar University, Tamil Nadu, India. The thesis entitled

10 Abi Aminah Bilal Philips, The Chennai Treatise on Annual Payment of Zakaah, (Chennai: 2002).



‘Moulvi P. Zainul Abideen Ulavi — A Study’'! and its content speaks about the
general concept and fundamentals ofTawhid in Islam based on the Quran and the
Prophetic traditions and Jainul Abideen’s efforts towards the religious innovations and
social problems. Arshad’s writings reflect simply describing the appreciatable acts of
Jainul Abideen in his life rather it did not speak about the views and approach of
Jainul Abideen to the Quranic interpretation. This study deals with his methods of

interpreting some selected verses based on his own views and logic.

1.9 JUSTIFICATION OF THE RESEARCH

Even though many scholars of Tamil Nadu and other parts of the world criticize Jainul
Abideen through speeches, debates and websites, there is no comprehensive
systematic academic study in Tamil Nadu or in any parts of the world based on proper
methodology. As such, this research is justified. It is hoped that this research will help
Tamil speaking Muslims because Jainul Abideen has influenced the Tamil speaking
Muslims of Tamil Nadu and other countries. This research will give them a clear
understanding of the explanations of Jainul Abideen in some verses by which he uses

to deal them with some controversial issues.

1.10 ORGANIZATION OF THE RESEARCH

The research is divided into four chapters. The first chapter presents the general
background of the research, statement of the problem, research questions, research

objectives, significance of the research, scope of the research and the literature review.

1 Arshad, “P. ZainulAbideen: A Study” (Ph.D. dissertation. Periyar University, 2008).



The second chapter focuses on Jainul Abideen’s biography. For example, his
early life and education, professional life and his contributions to the Muslim society
in social and da ‘wah activities.

The third chapter concentrates on his approach to the interpretation of the
Qur’an on selected verses. It also examines how his views differ from the well-
established Mufassirun such as Ibn Kathir, al-Tabari and other scholars of Al al-
Sunnah wa al-Jamd‘ah.

The fourth chapter critically analyses his methodology of rejecting authentic
ahadith claiming that they contradict the Qur’an and its teaching and compare with
the views and interpretations of well-established scholars of Akl al-Sunnah wa al-
Jama“‘ah.

Finally, the conclusion provides the findings and recommendations based on
the study. It suggests how Muslims should handle the current situation in Tamil Nadu

in order to have a clear and correct understanding of the Qur’an.



CHAPTER TWO
BIOGRAPHY OF JAINUL ABIDEEN

2.1 BIOGRAPHY OF JAINUL ABIDEEN
2.1.1 Jainul Abideen’s Birth

Jainul Abideen was born in 1953 for the couple, Peer Mohamed and Mariyam
Beevi in a small village named Thondi in the District of Ramanathapuram, Tamil

Nadu.

2.1.2 His Education and Career as a Teacher

His primary education was in his village. Then, he went to traditional madrasah to
study Islamic Religious Sciences in Tamil Nadu from 1963 to 1970. Firstly, he was
sent toJamiyahAnwarulUloom, Trichy' when he was 10 years old and he studied there
for 3 years. Then, he went to anothermadrasah located in the village, Atthikkadai,
Thanjavur? District for a short period. In 1967, he joined MadrasahManba’ulUloom,
Koothanallur® and graduated in 1970.Some of his teachers were Mawlawi Abdul
Salam Sahib, Mawlaw1 Abdul Kareem Sahib and MawlawiAbdul Ghani Sahib.

After he graduated from that madrasah, he had engaged in business, but it was
unsuccessful. Later, he joined Madrasathul Rahmaniyah, Kiliyanuras a lecturer and
served from 1979 to 1981. He married in 1980. Then, he joined

MadrasahManba’ulUloom, Koothanallur, where he had graduated from, as a lecturer.

! Name of the district in Tamil Nadu where the institution, Jamiya Anwarul Uloom Madrasah is
situated.

2 Name of the district in Tamil Nadu where Athikkadai Madrasah is situated.

3 Name of the village situated in Thanjavur district where Madrasah Manbaul Uloom is situated.

4 Name of the village situated in Thanjavur district where Madrasathur Rahmaniya is situated.



Finally, he moved to another madrasah in Sankaran Pandal® where he was appointed
as a lecturer in Islamic Studies. Once, he had this to say about his education, “I and
my brother, P.ShaikhAlaudeen neither studied in Medina nor Umrabad. We studied
only in the institutions which encourage grave worshiping (shirk), madhhab, tarigah,
and other bid‘ah. And we were taught those were Din. After we had graduated only
we realized through many of our discussions such things were bid ‘ah, but we did not

oppose other bid ‘ah except grave worshiping during that time.”®

2.1.3 His Life as Activist

Besides being teachers at Madrasah Faizhul Uloom in Sankaran Pandal,
JainulAbideen and his brother P.Sheikh Alaudeen conducted many monthly religious
public meetings by the name of “Deen Vilakka Kuzhu” (The explanatory panel of
Din). They preached and published leaflets to thwart the superstitions which had taken
place among the village residents. Scholars like Mawlawi Shamsulluha, Mawlawi
Muhammad Ali Rahmani and Mawlawi Yusuf Misbahi were supporters of
JainulAbideenat that time. In 1984, there was a religious meeting arranged by Tamil
Nadu Ulama Council. Tamil Nadu scholars delivered many lectures. JainulAbideen
held strong opinions against many of their views on certain issues, for example,
following madhdahib, schools of Islamic Jurisprudence, visiting graveyards of pious
people, and believing in their karamah. So he published a critical leaflet entitled “Oru
Naadagam Arangeriyathu” (A Drama Occurred) against the views of Tamil Nadu
scholars. As a result, JainulAbideen was dismissed from the madrasah based on the

complaint made by Tamil Nadu scholars. During that time, Mawlawi

3 Name of the village situated in Tamil Nadu state where the madrasah is situated.

6 Jainul Abideen, “Salafiyin maruppukku maruppu” (Replying for the Refusal of Salafi), Onlinepj,
<http://www.onlinepj.com/vimarsanangal/ismayil salafiku maruppu/salafi_marupuku marupu/pdf-
gen/archive#.VGuqKzTF z4> (accessed 17 October, 2016).

10
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KamaludeenMadani in Kanyakumari District, Mawlawi Abdul JaleeIMadani in
Kadayanallur, Mawlawi Anwar Basha in Pernampet, Mawlawi Abdul MajidUmari,
Abdul Majeed and Abdul Samad in Trichy, and a group under Uthman Khan in
Chennai were doing da ‘wah activities against bid‘ah and superstitions. These like-
minded people joined together.

The Islamic Awakening Centre (IAC) in Dubai noticed the excellent writing
skills and the views of Jainul Abideen against bid’ah and it offered him to start a
monthly magazine. Jainul Abideen accepted the offer with the condition that he would
only concenterate on writing and not handle other responsibilities related to
administration, accounts, finance, etc. Those responsibilities were given to Abi
‘Abdullah’ of Trichy. Then the monthly magazine, An-Najaat (The Deliverance), was
published with the support of IAC, Dubai. The magazine became very popular and
local Tamil Muslims and Muslims from the Middle East gave a lot of subscriptions.
At one point, Abi ‘Abdullah had a conflict with IAC and he registered the magazine
under his name. JainulAbideen stuck with IAC and broke his relation with An-Najaat.

The scholars who shared similar views with JainulAbideen wanted to start an
organization that should be run based on Tawhid and followed only the Qur’an and the
Sunnah. So, they started Ah!/ al-Quran wa al-Hadith (AQH) but later the name was
changed to Jam ‘iyyat al-Ahl al-Qur’an wa al-Hadith (JAQH). JainulAbideen was
appointed as its chairperson. After one year, Jainul Abdieen suggested Kamaluddin
Madani to be its chairperson as he could not travel to preach often as he had other
responsibilities. At that time, Mawlawi ‘Abdullah from Madurai was running a
magazine named Puratchi Minnal (The Revolutionary Lightning). He was impressed

by the activities of IAC and JAQH; he voluntarily came forward to hand over his

7 Abil ‘Abdullah is a writer of An-Najaat Tamil Magazine who had been appointed by IAC to handle
the administration of An-Najaat.
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magazine to be run under IAC. Then, IAC took over the magazine. Jainul Abideen
was the writer and editor of the magazine. He started to openly express his views and
thoughts through writing many articles in Puratchi Minnal. At the same time,
JainulAbideen started another magazine A/-Jannat (The Paradise). He owned this
magazine and therefore could express his views freely. When he ran into difficulty to
run it, he handed it over to JAQH and JAQH started to run it based on people’s
subscriptions. Then, PuratchiMinnal was run by IAC and Al/-Jannat was run by
JAQH, respectively. Later PuratchiMinnal’s name was changed to AI-Mubeen.

Jainul Abideen’s views became popular despite a lot of opposition waves
turned against him in the villages where Muslims live in the majority such as Nagor,
Madurai, Chennai, Murarbad, Pothakudi, Pandaravadai, Lebbaikkudikaadu,
Thengaipattinam, Kayalpatnam, Melappalayam, etc. In Melappalayam, he was
attacked and unknown people attempted to kill him.® In 1995, Jainul Abideen settled
in Chennai, the capital of Tamil Nadu Province’ and continued his religious activities

with Jam ‘iyyat al-Ahl al-Qur’an wa al-Hadith (JAQH).

2.1.4 Leader of Many Organizations

Jainul Abideen and some people realized the need for an organization to raise the
voice of Muslims in claiming their rights from the government of India after the
demolition of Babar Masjid and to solve other arising problems. As a result, in 1995,
Jainul Abideen, along with a few other individuals, established a social organization
named Tamil Nadu Muslim Munnetra Kazhagam (TMMK) and published the Tamil

magazine, Unarvu (The Consciousness), which dealt with the socio-economic and

8 Shamsul Duha, “JAQH TMMK TNTJ varalaatrup paarvai’(History of JAQH TMMK TNTJ),
Onlinepj, <http://www.onlinepj.com/thamizaka-thavheed-varalaru/jagh_tmmk tntj valaratruparvai/#.
VHO-gDTF_z4>(accessed 17 October, 2016).

% Chennai is the capital city of Tamil Nadu State.
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