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ABSTRACT 

 

 
Many scholars have mainly emphasized on the characteristics and the background 

history of Malay manuscripts. However, there is lack of study on the problems faced 

by Malay manuscripts. The aim of this study is to have a better understanding about 

the deterioration factors that are commonly faced by Malay manuscripts of the 19
th

 

century from the Malay Peninsula and to establish recommendations for the 

conservation and restoration of the manuscripts. The main objective of this study was 

to identify the properties and physical appearances of the selected Malay manuscripts 

and their deterioration factors. This study was carried out also to identify preventive 

measures and techniques for conserving and restoring old Malay manuscripts. This 

study was conducted in the Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia and the National Library 

Malaysia. Thirty-five samples of Malay manuscripts were selected; 25 from the 

Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia and 10 from the National Library Malaysia. Two out 

of the 35 manuscripts were selected as case studies for detailed observations.  The 

conditions of each of the 35 samples were investigated by using visual analysis 

technique with the help of non-destructive instruments such as magnifying glass, 

microscope, pH paper strips and photographic documentation. A condition checklist 

was designed to investigate and evaluate the deterioration of the selected Malay 

manuscripts. In this process, the physical condition of the manuscripts that were 

affected by environmental, biological, chemical and mechanical factors were 

examined. The results reveal that 39 % of the Malay manuscripts were affected by 

environmental factors and 60% of the selected Malay manuscripts were in bad 

conditions where the manuscripts had experienced major deterioration. The findings 

show that 34 types of deteriorations were identified, which include dust and dirt 

depositions, insect infestation, the presence of fungus, water stains, brittleness, folds, 

creases, abrasion and others. The highest occurrences of deterioration were dirt and 

dust depositions, which was on 100% of the selected manuscripts. In conclusion, this 

study has established the problems faced by Malay manuscripts and offers suggestions 

on restoration of 19
th

 century Malay Peninsula manuscripts. The author recommends 

further research to be established for improving the conditions and extending the 

lifespans of 19
th
 century Malay Peninsula manuscripts. 
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 البحث ملخص
 

 

 

أكد كثير من العلماء فى كثير من الأحيان على الخصائص و الخلفية التأريخية للمخطوطات الدلايوية، غير 
أن ىناك فجوة في الدراسة تتعلق بالدشاكل التي تواجو ىذه الدخطوطات. إنّ الغرض الأساس لذذا البحث 

لتاسع عشر لشبو جزيرة ىو  السعي الى فهم أفضل  لأسباب التدىور   التي  تحل بمخطوطات القرن ا
الدلايو، و لإقتراح سبل للحفاظ عليها وترميمها و استعادة  ما قد لحق بها من ضرر الي أفضل حال.  و 
من الدهمات الأساس لذذه الدراسة تخصيص و تعيين الدكونات و الخصائص الجسمية لذذه الدخطوطات و 

دراسة بأنها قد تعرضت للعوامل الوقائيــة و الفنية دراسة الأسباب التي أدت الى تلفها. و قد تديّزت ىذه ال
في الحفاظ على  الدخطوطات الدلايوية القديمة و إعادة ترميمها. أجري ىذا البحث في متحف  الفن 
الإسلامي في ماليزيا و الدكتبة الوطنية بماليزيا ايضا. أخُتيَرت خمسة و تلاثون مخطوطة ، خمسة و عشرون 

لإسلامي و  العشرة  الباقية من الدكتبة الوطنية الداليزية. و بعد ذلك أختيرت منها  من متحف الفن ا
مخطوطتان اثنتان من ضمن مخطوطات كلها للدراسة الدقيقة  و التحليــل. تّم إختبار حالة  كل واحدة  
من الخمسة و الثلاثين  مخطوطة عن طريق التحليل النظري مع  الإستعانة بآلآت غير مدمرة 

طات( كالعدسة الدكبرة، و المجهر و أورق مقياس الحموضة و التوثيق الصوري. و قد تّم اعداد )للمخطو 
قائمة تبين كيفية فحص أحوال المحطوطات يتم عن طريق التفتيش و تقييم درجة التلف التي لحقت  

الديكانكية.  بالدخطوطات  الدختارة. تّم فحص الدخطوطات التي أثرت عليها العوامل البيئية، الكميائية و
نتج عن ىذه الفحوصات الكشف عن  أن تسع و ثلاثين بالدئة من ىذه الدخطوطات قد تأثرت بالعوامل 
البيئية، و ستين بالدئة من النسبة الدئوية  في حالة رديئة من التدىور.  أثبتت النتائح بأن أربعة و ثلاثين 

لغبار، الإحتشار ،  الفُطريات، بقع الداء، نوعا من التلف لحق بالدخطوطات، منها: ترسيب الأوساخ و ا
الجفاف، الكشط، و الخدش و غير ذلك. لُوحظ بأنّ أكثر التلف حدوثاً  ىو ترسيب الأوساخ و الغبار 
و الذي تعتبر نسبتو مائة في الدائة علي الخطوطات الدختارة ككل. و في الختام، أثبت ىذا البحث 

ية  و قدم لرموعة من الإقتراحات في سبيل التغلب عليها كما الدشاكل التي تواجو الدخطوطات الدلايو 
 أوصى الباحث بإجراء دراسات من أجل تحسين حالة الدخطوطات الدلايوية و إطالة عمرىا 
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

 

1.1 GENERAL BACKGROUND 

According to Pustaka Digital Manuskrip Melayu (2008), Malay manuscripts are 

handwritten documents. It was found dated as early as 15
th

 century. However, during 

the 18
th

 and 19
th

 centuries, more and more manuscripts were written, and thousands of 

these are still present. Malay manuscripts are invaluable documentary records of the 

past, which must be preserved because they are irreplaceable. These handwritten 

documents reflect the rich cultural heritage, and documentation of the high intellectual 

accomplishments of the Malays. According to Ming (1992), our knowledge of written 

traditional Malay literature depends largely on the Malay manuscripts that have been 

copied and collected particularly in the 19th century. The vast majority of them are 

written on paper, in ink, using the Arabic- Jawi script. They are to be found mainly in 

Indonesia, Malaysia and those countries of Western Europe such as United Kingdom 

and Netherland, which formerly had connections with the East. At the present time 

there is not a great deal of interest in these manuscripts, either in the Malay-speaking 

countries or amongst foreign scholars working on the region (Ming, 1987). The fact 

remains that the data locked up in them offer an abundance of materials which some 

are in good conditions and some are in danger of falling apart on account of a 

combination of factors. The importance of Malay manuscripts as one of the cultural 

heritage need to be saved and analysed before it deteriorated (Baba, Zawiyah, 2002). 

UNESCO has launched a campaign called “Memory of the World” in 1992 and has 

declared and recognized manuscripts as one of the cultural documentation. It is an 
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awareness program for every country to give full attention to safeguard and preserve 

the documentary heritage of humanity against neglect, the ravages of time and 

climatic conditions, and to the extent of deliberate destruction for future generations. 

However, not many scholars have conducted studies on problems faced by Malay 

Manuscripts. 

 

1.2  PROBLEM STATEMENT 

There is a lack of studies on the problems faced by Malay Manuscripts such as 

environmental and biological factors that causes deteriorations. Many scholars mainly 

emphasized on the characteristics of Malay Manuscripts and the background history. 

However, there is a big gap and lack of research towards the deteriorations of Malay 

Manuscripts (table 1.1). Even though there are some researchers mentioned in their 

research on the problems of Malay Manuscript, however, it is only basic and general 

information was given. There is also lack of awareness among Malaysians on the 

importance of preserving Malay manuscripts due to the lack of interest in old 

literature (Siti, 2010). Most Malay manuscripts were neglected and kept as personal 

collections in poor facilities such as untreated shelves, poor storage and dust and dirt 

environment. These factors lead to the loss of cultural property and identity through 

physical deteriorations where they are poorly damaged and could not be saved for 

future use. 
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Table 1.1: 

Literature Review Gap 

 

 

1.3 RESEARCH AIMS 

To have a better understanding about the deterioration factors that are commonly 

faced by Malay manuscripts and to establish recommendations for the conservation 

and restoration of 19
th
 Century Malay Peninsula manuscripts.  

Literature Findings 

Author(s) Background 

history 

Cataloging Characteristics Problems Conservation & 

Preservation 

Russell Jones 

(1999)(1998) 

(1993)(1988) 

(1986)(1974) 

     

Ding Choo 

Ming (1987) 

(1992) 

     

Siti Hawa 

(2010) 

     

Annabel Teh 

Gallop 

(2007)(2006) 

(2005)(2003) 
(2002)(1998) 

     

IAMM 

(2008) (2009) 

     

Wan Ali Wan 
Mamat 

(1986)(1988) 

(1993) 

     

Rajabi Razak 

& Idris 

Trevathan 

(2010) 

     

Rene 

Teygeler 

(2001) 

     

National 

Library 

Malaysia 

(2002) 

     

Mariani 

(2002) 

     




